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THE PREFACE.

I SHALL, in a few words, give tlie reader an account of

the occasion and design of the small ensuing discourse.

Some while since I published a treatise about the rea-

son of faith, or the grounds whereon we believe the

Scripture to be the word of God, with that faith which

is our duty, and pre-required unto all other acceptable

obedience. But althouo^h this be the first fundamental

principle of supernatural religion, yet is it not sufficient

unto any of the ends thereof (that we believe the

Scripture to be a divine revelation), unless we under-

stand the mind and will of God therein revealed. At

least the knowled2:e and understanding of those things

wherein our present duty and future state of blessed-

ness or misery are immediately concerned, are no less

indispensably necessary unto us, than is the belief of

the Scripture to be the word of God. To declare the

way and means whereby we may assuredly attain that

understanding, is the design of the ensuing discourse
;

as those whereby we come infallibly to believe the

Scripture with faith divine and supernatural, are the

subject of the former. My principal scope in both

hath been to manifest that such is the abundant good-

ness, wisdom, and grace, of God, in granting unto us

the inestimable benefit of his word, that no persons

whatever, shall or can come short of the advantage in-
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tended by it, but through their own sinful negligence

and ingratitude, the highest crimes in things of a spi-

ritual and eternal concernment. For he hath given

such convincing evidences of the procedure or ema-

nation of the Scripture from himself, by the divine in-

spiration of the penmen thereof; and so plainly de-

clared his mind and will therein, as unto the faith and

obedience which he requires of any or all sorts of per-

sons, in their various circumstances, that every one

who takes care of his own present and eternal welfare,

may, and shall, in the due use of the means by him ap-

pointed, and discharge of the duties by him prescribed,

unto that end, with a due dependance on the aid and as-

sistances, which he will not withhold from any who dili-

gently seek him, infallibly attain that measure of the

knowledge of his mind and will, with full assurance

therein, as will be sufficient to guide him unto eternal

blessedness. The same measure of divine knowledge

is not required in all and every one, that they may live

unto God, and come unto the enjoyment of him. The

dispensation of God towards mankind in nature, provi-

dence, and grace, is an invincible spring of such va-

riety among them, as will not allow a prescription of

the same measures of knowledge unto all who have a

consistency with divine wisdom and goodness ; and a

supposition of it would bring confusion into all the or-

der of things and persons which is of divine constitu-

tion. Nor is it pretended that any one man may or

can have, in the use of any means whatever, a full com-

prehension of all divine revelations in this life, nor

perhaps of any one of them ; or that all men, in the

use of the same means prescribed unto them, shall
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have the same conceptions of all things revealed. The

Scripture was given for the use of the whole church,

and that in all ages, states, and conditions, with respect

unto that inconceivable variety of circumstances,

which all sorts of causes do distribute the whole mul-

titude of them into. Wherefore the wisdom of God
therein, hath suited itself unto the instruction of every

individual believer, unto the moment of his entrance

into eternity. That any one of them, that any society

of them, should have a perfect comprehension of the

entire revelation of God, or a perfect understanding of

the whole Scripture, and every part of it, with all that

is contained therein, was never required of them in a

way of duty, nor ever designed unto them in a way

of privilege. For besides that he hath replenished it

with unfathomable stores, unsearchable treasures of di-

vine mysteries, wherein we cannot find out the Al-

mighty unto perfection, and hath provided another

state for the comprehension of that by sight, which is

the object of adoration and admiration in believing

;

such knowledge is not necessary unto any, that they

may lead the life of faith, and discharge the duties there-

of, in all holy obedience unto God. Yea, such a know-

ledge and comprehension would be inconsistent with

that state and condition wherein we are to walk with

God, according to the tenor of the covenant of grace, and

during the continuance thereof. But the substance of

what we plead for is, that such is the wisdom, good-

ness, and love of God towards mankind, in the grant

that he hath made unto them of the revelation of him-

self, his mind and will in the Scripture, as that no one

person doth or can fail from attaining all that under-
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standing in it and of it, which is any way needful for

his guidance to live unto God in his circumstances and

relations, so as to come unto the blessed enjoyment of

him, but by the sinful neglect of the means and duties

prescribed by him for the attainment of that under-

standing, and want of a due dependance on those spi-

ritual aids and assistances which he hath prepared for

that end. By what ways and means he hath thus pro-

vided for the assurance and security of all men, in

things of their eternal concernment, and what are those

acts of his wisdom, power, and grace, which he exerts

for that end, namely, that they may both believe the

Scripture to be his word, and understand his mind re-

vealed therein, both according unto what is required of

them in a way of duty, so as in both they may be ac-

cepted with him, is the design of this and the other

forementioned discourse to declare. And they are

both of them principally intended for the use of the or-

dinary sort of Christians, who know it their concern-'

ment to be established in the truth of those thino^s

wherein they have been instructed. For they are fre-

quently attacked with those questions. How do you

know the Scripture to be the word of God ? And what

assurance have you that you understand any thing con-

tained in them, seeing all sorts of persons are divided

about their sense and meaning, nor do you pretend

unto any immediate inspiration to give you assurance?

And if on these insnaring inquiries they are cast under

anv doubts or perplexities in their minds, as it often

falls out amongst them who have not diligently weighed

the principles of their own profession, the next insinua-

tion is, that they ought to betake themselves either to
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some other present guide, as their own light and reason,

or make a complete resignation of themselves and the

conduct of their souls unto the pretended authority and

guidance of other men. To give assurance and secu-

rity unto their minds, that they neither are nor can be

deceived in the belief of the Scriptures to be the word of

God, and the understanding of his mind and will there-

in, so far as their present obedience and eternal happi-

ness are concerned, and that unto this end they need

not be beholding unto any, nor depend on any but God
himself, in the use of known and obvious means or du-

ties, is designed in these small treatises. And upon

the principles evinced and confirmed in them, I have

yet proposed a farther inquiry, namely, What conduct

in these times of great contests about the assurance of

faith, and the causes of it, every one that takes care

of his own salvation, ought to betake himself unto,

that he may not be deceived nor miscarry in the end ?

And this is designed with especial respect unto the

church of Rome, which vehemently pretends unto the

sole infallible conduct in these things. But probably

the near approach of the daily expected and earnestly

desired hour of my discharge from all farther service

in this world, will prevent the accomplishment of that

intention. In the continual prospect hereof do I yet

live and rejoice, which, among other advantages un-

speakable, hath already given me an unconcernment in

those oppositions, which the passions or interests of

men engage them in, of a very near alliance unto,

and scarce distinguishable from, that which the grave

will afford. I have but one thing more to acquaint the

reader withal, wherewith I shall close this preface,
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and it is the same with that wherewith the preface unto

the former discourse is concluded. This also belong-

eth unto the second part of my discourse, concerning

the Dispensation and Operations of the Holy Spirit.

The first volume on that subject, some years since pub-

lished, having found good acceptance among them

that are godly and learned, both at home and abroad,

I have been desired to give out what yet remaineth for

the complete accomplishment of what I had designed

thereon, in this way of lesser discourses, that may have

their use, before the whole be finished, or whether ever

it be so or no.
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CHAP. I.

Usurpation of the church of Rome, with reference unto the interpretation of
the Scripture, or right understanding of the mind of God therein. Right
and abi/itg of all believers as to their own duty herein asserted. Import-
ance of the truth proposed. The main question stated. The principal

efficient caxse of the understanding which believers have in the mind and
will of God as revealed in the Scriptures, the Spirit ofGod hitnself Ge-
neral assertions to be proved. Declared in sundry particulars. Infer-

encesfrom them.

vJuR belief of the Scriptures to be the word of God, or a di-

vine revelation, and our understanding of the mind and will

of God as revealed in them, are the two springs of all our in-

terest in Christian religion. From them are all those streams

of light and truth derived, whereby our souls are watered,

refreshed, and made fruitful unto God. It concerneth us,

therefore, greatly to look well to those springs, that they be
neither stopped nor defiled, and so rendered useless unto us.

Though a man may have pleasant streams running by his

habitation, and watering his inheritance, yet if the springs

of them be in the power of others, who can either divert their

course or poison their waters, on their pleasure he must al-

ways depend for the benefit of them.

Thus hath it fallen out in the world in this matter; so hath

the church of Rome endeavoured to deal with all Christians.

Their main endeavour is to seize those springs of religion

into their own power. The Scripture itself, they tell us,

cannot be believed to be the word of God, with faith divine,

but upon the proposal and testimony of their church; thereby

is one spring secured. And when it is believed so to be, it

ought not to be interpreted, it cannot be understood, but ac-

cording to the mind, judgment, and exposition, of the same
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church; which in like manner secures the other. And hav-

ing of old possessed these springs of Christian religion, they

have dealt with them according as might be expected from

unjust invaders of other men's rights, and tnalajidei posscsso-

ribus. So when the Philistines contended for the wells

which Abraham and Isaac had digged, when they had got

possession of them, they stopped them xip. And when the

Scribes and Pharisees had gotten the ket/ of knowledge, they

would neither enter into the kingdom of God themselves,

nor suffer those that would, so to do; as our Saviour tells

us. For the one of these springs, which is the letter of the

Scripture itself, when it ought to have gone forth like the

waters of the sanctuary, to refresh the church and make it

fruitful unto God, they partly stopped it up, and partly di-

verted its course, by shutting it up in an unknown tongue, and

debarring the people from the use of it. And in the exercise

of their pretended right unto the other spring, or the sole in-

terpretation of the Scripture, they have poisoned the streams

with all manner of errors and delusions, so as that they be-

came not only useless, but noxious and pernicious unto the

souls of men. For under the pretence hereof, namely, that

their church hath the solepoiver ofinterpreting the Scriptures,

and cannot err therein, have they obtruded all their errors

with all their abominations in worship and practice on the

minds and consciences of men.

The first of these springs I have in a former discourse on

this subject taken out of their hand, so far as we ourselves

are concerned therein, or I have vindicated the just rights of

all Christians thereunto, and given th^m possession there-

of. This I did, by declaring the true grounds and reasons

whereon we do, and whereon any can, truly believe the Scrip-

ture to be the word of God, with faith divine and supernatural.

For besides other advantages wherewith the knowledge of

that truth is accompanied; it dispossesseth the Romanists of

their claim unto this fountain of religion, by evidencing that

we do and ought thus to believe the divine original of the

Scripture, without any regard to the testimony or authority

of their church.

That which now lieth before us, is the vindication of

the right of all believers unto the other spring also, or a right

understanding of the mind and will of God, as revealed in
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the Scripture, suitably unto the duty that God requireth of

them in their several capacities and conditions.

What is necessary unto the interpretation of difficult places

and passages in the Scripture, what measure of understand-

ing of the mind and will of God as revealed therein, is re-

quired of persons in their various conditions, as they are

teachers of others, or amono; the number of them that are to

be taught; shall, among other things, be afterward spoken

unto. My principal design is to manifest. That every be-

liever may, in the due use of the means appointed of Godfor that

end, attain unto such a full assurance of understanding in the

truth, or all that knowledge ofthe mind and will of God revealed

in the Scripture, which is sufficient to direct him in the life of God,

to deliver himfrom the dangers of ignorance, darkness, and error,

and to conduct him unto blessedness. Wherefore, as unto the

belief of the Scripture itself, so as unto the understanding,

knowledge, and faith of the things contained therein, we do

not depend on the authoritative interpretation of any church

or person whatever. And although ordinary believers are

obliged to make diligent and conscientious use of the mi-

nistry of the church among other things, as a means appointed

of God to lead, guide, and instruct them in the knowledge of

his mind and will revealed in the Scripture, which is the

principal end of that ordinance; yet is not their understand-

ing of the truth, their apprehension of it, and faith in it, to

rest upon, or to be resolved into, their authority, who are

not appointed of God to be lords of theirfaith, hut helpers of

theirjoy. And thereon depends all our interest in that great

promise, that we shall be all taught of God. For we are not

so, unless we do learn from him, and by him, the things

which he hath revealed in his word.

And there is not any truth of greater importance for men
to be established in. For unless they have ^full assurance

of understanding in themselves, unless they hold their persua-

sion of the sense of Scripture revelations from God alone, if

their spiritual judgment of truth and falsehood depend on

the authority of men, they will never be able to undergo

any suffering for the truth, or to perform any duty unto God
in a right manner. The truths of the gospel, and the ways

of religious worship, for which any believer may be called

to suffer in this world, are such as about whose sense and re-
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velation in the Scripture, there is great difference and contro-

versy among men. And if there be not an assured, yea, in-

fallible way and means of communicating unto all believers,

a knowledge of the mind and will of God in the Scripture,

concerning those things so controverted, the grounds whereof

are fixed in their own minds, but that they do not wholly

depend on the expositions and interpretations of other men,

be they who they will, they cannot suffer for them either

cheerfully or honourably, so as to give glory to God, or to

obtain any solid peace and comfort in their own souls. For

if a man under his sufferings for his profession, can give him-

self no other account but this. That what he suffers for, is

the truth of God revealed in the Scripture, because such or

such whom he hath in veneration or esteem do so affirm,

and have so instructed him; or, because this is the doctrine

of this or that church, the papa/ or the reformed chirch, which.

it hath prescribed unto him: he will have little joy of his

suffering in the end. Yea, there is that which is yet worse

in this matter as things are stated at this day in the world.

Truth and error are promiscuously j9e/'se«/^cf/ according unto

the judgment, interest, and inclinations, of them that are

in power. Yea, sometimes both truth and error are perse-

cuted in the same place, and at the same time, upon errors

differing from both. Dissent is grown almost all that is cri-

minal in Christian religion all the world over. But in this

state of things, unless we grant men an immediate under-

standing of their ow7i in the mind and will of God, yea, a

full assurance therein, there will be nothing whereby a man
who suffers for the most important truths of the gospel, can,

in his own soul and conscience, distinguish himself from

those who suffer, in giving testimony unto the most perni-

cious errors ; for all outward means of confidence which he

hath, they may have also.

It behoveth, therefore, all those who may possibly be

called to sufferfor the truth in any season, or on any occa-

sion, to assure their minds in this fundamental truth ; that

they may have in themselves a certain undeceiving under-

standing of the mind and will of God, as revealed in the

Scripture, independent on the authority of any church or

persons whatsoever ; the use of whose ministry herein we

do yet freely and fully allow.
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Nor, indeed, without a supposition hereof, can any man
perform any duty to God, in an acceptable manner, so as

that his obedience may be the. obedience offaith, nor can
upon good grounds die in peace, since the just shall live hy
his own faith alone.

Wherefore, our present inquiry is
;

Ho^v believers, or any men whatever, may attain a right un-

derstanding in their own minds, of the meaning and sense of
the Scriptures, as to the doctrine or truths contained in them, in

ansioer unto the design of God, as unto what he tvould have
us know or believe; or.

How they may attain a right perception ofthe mind of God
in the Scripture, and luhat he intends in the revelation of it, in

opposition unto ignorance, errors, mistakes, and allfalse appre-
hensions; and so in a right manner to perform the duties which
by them ive are instructed in.

In answer unto the inquiry proposed concerning the
knowledge and understanding of believers in the mind of

God, as revealed in the Scriptures ; I shall consider.

First, The principal efficient cause. And,
Secondly, All the means, internal and external, which are

appointed of God thereunto.

As to the first of these, or the principal efficient cause
of the due knowledge and understanding of the will of God
in the Scripture, it is the Holy Spirit of God himself alone.

For,

There is an especial work ofthe Spirit of God on the minds

of men, communicating spiritual wisdom, light, a?id under-

standing unto them, necessary unto their discernment and appre-
hending aright the mind of God in his word, and the tmder-
standing of the mysteries of heavenly truth containd therein •

and I shall add hereunto ; that among all the false and
foolish imaginations that ever Christian religion was at-

tacked or disturbed withal, there never was any, there is

none, more pernicious than this. That the mysteries of the
gospel are so exposed unto the common reason and under-
standing of men, as that they may know them and compre-
hend them in a useful mantier, B.nd according to their duty,

without the effectual aid and assistance of the Spirit of God.
It is the fondest thing in the world to imagine, that the

Holy Ghost doth any way teach us, but in and hy our own



380 THE CAUSES, WAYS, AND MEANS, OF

reasons and understandings. We renounce all enthusiasms

in this matter, and plead not for any immediate prophetical

inspirations. Those who would prohibit us the use of our

reason in the things of religion, would deal with us as the

Philistines did with Samson, first put out our eyes, and

then make us grind in their mill. Whatever we know, be it

of what sort it will, we know it in and by the use of our

reason, and what we conceive, we do it by our own under-

standing. Only the inquiry is, whether there be not an es-

pecial work of the Holy Spirit of God, enlightening our minds,

and enabling our understandings to perceive and apprehend

his mind and will as revealed in the Scripture, and without

which we cannot so do. The substance, therefore, of the

ensuing discourse, may be reduced unto these heads.

I. That we stand not in need of any new divine affiations,

or immediate ^rop/(e^/ca/ inspirations, to enable us to under-

stand the Scripture, or the mind and will of God as re-

vealed therein. Neither did the prophets or holy penmen
of the Scripture learn the mind oj" God in the revelations

made unto them, and by them unto the church, merely from

the divine inspiration of them. Those immediate inspirations

unto them, were in the stead and place of the written zcord,

and no otherwise. After they did receive them, they were

by the same means to inquire into the mind and will of

God in them, as we do it in and by the written word
;

IPet.i. 10, 11.

II. That as to the right understanding of the mind of

God in the Scripture, or our coming unto the riches of the

full assurance of understanding in the acknowledgment of the

mystery of God; we do not, nor need to, depend on the au-

thoritative instruction or interpretation of the Scripture by

any church whatever, or all of them in the world, though

there be great use of the true ministry of the church unto

that end.

III. That in the mere exercise of our own natural reason

and understanding, with the help of external means, we can-

not attain that knowledse of the mind and will of God in the

Scripture, of the sense and meaning of the Holy Ghost

therein, which is required of us in a way of duty, without

the special aid and assistance of the Holy Spirit of God.

Wherefore, principally, it is asserted.
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IV. That there is an especial work of the Holy Spirit ia

the supernatural illumination of our minds, needful unto the

end proposed ; namely, that we may aright, and according

unto our duty, understand the mind of God in the Scripture

ourselves, or interpret it unto others.

V. That hereby alone is that full assurance of understand-

ing in the knowledge of the mystery of God, his truth and

grace to be obtained, whereby any man may answer the

mind and will of God, or comply with his own duty in all

that he may be called to do or suffer in this world, in his

especial circumstances. Wherefore,

VI. The certainty and assurance that we may have and

ought to have of our right understanding the mind of God
in the Scripture, either in general, or as to any especial

doctrine, doth not depend upon, is not resolved into, any

immediate inspiration or enthusiasm ; it doth not depend upon
nor is resolved into the authority of any church in the world;

nor is it the result of our reason and understanding merely in

their natural actings, but as they are elevated, enlightened,

guided, conducted, by an internal efficacious work of the

Spirit of God upon them.

VII. That whereas the means of the right interpretation

of the Scripture, and understanding of the mind of God
therein, are of two sorts : first, such as are prescribed unto

us in a way of duty, as prayer, meditation on the word itself,

and the like ; and, secondly, disciplinary, in the accommo-
dation of arts and sciences with all kind of learning unto that

work; the first sort of them doth entirely depend on a sup-

position of the spiritual aids mentioned, without which they

are of no use ; and the latter is not only consistent therewith,

but singularly subservient thereunto ; wherefore the nature

and use of all these means shallbe afterward declared.

This being the substance of what is designed in the en-

suing discourse, it is evident, that the positions before laid

down concerning the especial work of the Spirit on the minds

ofmen, in communicating spiritual wisdom, light, and know-
ledge unto them, is in the first place and principally to be

confirmed, as that whereon all the other assertions do abso-

lutely depend.

It is the Scripture itself alone from whence the truth in

this matter can be learned; and by which alone what is pro-
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posed concerning it must be tried ; therefore, as unto this

first part of this work I shall do little more than plead the

express testimonies thereof. When we come to consider

the way and manner of the communication of these spiritual

aids unto us, the whole matter will be more fully stated,

and such objections as may be laid against our assertion be

removed out of the way.

And there are two ends designed in this undertaking.

First, That which the evangelist Luke proposed in his

writing the Gospel unto Theophilus ; namely, 'That he

might know the certainty of the things wherein he had been

instructed ;' Luke i. 4. When we have been instructed in

the truth of the gospel, and do give our assent thereunto, yet

it is needful that we should examine the grounds and rea-

sons of what we do believe thereon, that we may have a

certainty orfull assurance of them. This therefore we shall

direct; namely. How a man may come to an undeceiving per-

suasion and full assurance that the things wherein he hath

been instructed, and which he knows, are true and accord-

ing to the mind of God, so as that he may thereon be ' no

more tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine, by the

sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in

wait to deceive.'

Secondly, We design to inquire what conduct unto this

end a man that takes care of his salvation, and who is con-

vinced that he must give an account of himself unto God,

ought in this matter, as to the right understanding of the

mind and will of God in the Scripture, ^o betake himself unto

,

And as I shall shew that there is no safety in depending on

etithusiasms, or immediate pretended infallible inspirations
;

nor on the pretended infallibility of any church : so the Holy

Spirit of God enlightening our minds in the exercise of our own
reason or understanding, and in use of the means appointed of
God unto that end, is the only safe guide to bring us unto the

full assurance of the mind and will of God as revealed in the

Scripture.

Wherefore, the whole foundation of this work lies in these

two things

:

\. That there is such an especial work of the Holy Spirit

on our minds, enabling them to understand the Scriptures in

a right ntainier, or to know the mind of God in them.
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2. In shewing what is the especial nature of this work,

what are the effects of it upon our minds, and how it differs

from all enlhusiastical inspirations, and what is the true ex-

ercise of our minds in compliance therewith ; and these

things we shall first inquire into.

CHAP. II.

The general assertion confirmed with testimonies of the Scripture. Psal.

cxix. 18. opened at large. Objections answered; 2 Cor. iii. 13—18. ex-

plained. Isa. XXV. Luke i. 24. 45. opened. Eph. i. 17

—

19. explained and
pleaded, in confirmation of the truth. Hos. xiv. 9.

The whole of our assertion is comprised in the prayer of

the psalmist; Psal. cxix. 18. -]m"ino mx^Dl nD^nxi '3>yia
' Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wonderful things

out of thy law.' The same request for the substance of it

is repeated sundry times in the same Psalm, ver. 33, 34, &c.

Thus he prayed; That it may be esteemed our duty to pray

in like manner, is the substance of what we plead for. What
we pray for from God, that we have not in and of ourselves

;

as the ancient church constantly pleaded against the Pela-

gians. And what we pray for according to the mind of God,
that we do receive. Wherefore, our discerning, our under-

standing, of the wonderful things of the law, is not of our-

selves ; it is that which is given us, that which we receive

from God.

But that the force of our argument from this testimony

may be the more evident, the words or terms of it must be

explained, that we may see whether they be equivalent unto,

or of the same signification with, them laid down in our as-

sertion.

1. That which is the object of the understanding prayed
for, that in the knowledge whereof the psalmist would be illu-

minated, is n~nn. The word signifies instruction ; and be-

ing referred unto God, it is his teaching or instruction of

us by the revelation of himself, the same which we intend by
the Scripture. When the books of the Old Testament were
completed, they were, for distinction-sake, distributed into

n-)in nairiD — and cd»K133— or the 'Law/ the ' Psalms,' and
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the .' Prophets ;' Luke xxiv. 44. Under that distribution

Torah signifies the five books of Moses. But whereas these

books of Moses were, as it were, the foundation of all future

revelations under the Old Testament, which were given in

the explication thereof: all the writings of it are usually

called 'the Law;' Isa. viii. 20, By the latv, therefore, in this

place, the psalmist understands all the books that were then

given unto the church by revelation for the rule of its faith

and obedience. And that by the law, in the psalms, the

written law is intended, is evident from the first of them,

wherein he is declared blessed, who ' meditateth therein day
and night ;' Psal. i. 2. which hath respect unto the com-
mand of reading and meditating on the books thereof \n that

manner; Josh. i. 8. That, therefore, which is intended by
this word, is the entire revelation of the will of God, given

unto the church for the rule of its faith and obedience ; that

is, the Holy Scripture.

2. In this law there are niN^D3

—

' wonderful things :' k!?D

—signifies to be * wonderful,' to be * hidden,' to be ' great'

and ' high :' that which men by the use of reason cannot

attain unto or understand. Hence n'ix'?D3—are things that

have such an impression of divine wisdom and power upon
them, as that they are justly the object of our admiration.

That which is too hard for us ; as Deut. xvii. 8. N^D' O
"in ^DO— ' If a matter be too hard for thee,' hid from thee.

And it is the name whereby the miraculous works of God
are expressed; Psal.lxxvii. 11. Ixxviii. 11. Wherefore, these

wonderful things of the law, are those expressions and
effects of divine wisdom in the Scripture, which are above

the natural reason and understandings of men to find out

and comprehend. Such are the mysteries of divine truth

in the Scripture ; especially, because Christ is in them,

whose name is k^d, or ' wonderful;' Isa. ix. 6. For all the

great and marvellous effects of infinite wisdom meet in him.

These things and doctrines God calls '•/TT^Ji ini» Hos. viii. 12.

* I have written unto him the great things of my law ; and
they were counted by them "ir "lOD—as a strange thing.'

Because they were * wonderful' in themselves, they neglected

and despised them, as that which was foreign and alien from
them, which belonged not unto them So deal many with

the mysteries of the gospel at this day ; because they are
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heavenly, spiritual, in themselves marvellous, hidden, and

above the understanding of the natural reason of men ; that

is, they are nix'PDi—they reject and despise them as things

alien and foreign unto their religion. Wherefore, the ' won-

derful things' of the Scripture, are those mysteries of divine

truth, wisdom, and grace, that are revealed and contained

therein, with their especial respect unto Jesus Christ.

3. Three things are supposed in the words concerning

these wonderful things

:

(1.) That they are recorded, laid up or treasured, in the

law or Scripture, and nowhere else ; so as that from thence

alone, are they to be learned and received. ' Behold won-

derful things out of the law.' That alone is the sacred

7rapaKaTa6{]Ki], or repository of them. There are wondrous

things in the works of nature and providence ; and much of

them is contained in the treasury of reason, wherein it may
be discerned. But these are stored in the law only, and no-

where else.

(2.) That it is our duty to behold, to discern, to understand

them, to have an inspection into them, and our great privi-

lege when we are enabled so to do. This makes the psalmist

pray so frequently, so fervently, that he may have the dis-

cerning of them, or come to an acquaintance with them.

Those, therefore, by whom they are neglected, do both de-

spise their duty, and forsake their own mercy.

(3.) That we are not able of ourselves thus to discern

them without divine aid and assistance. For the psalmist

who was wiser than the wisest of us, and who had so earnest

a desire after these things, yet would not trust unto his own
reason, wisdom, ability, and diligence, for the understanding

of them, but betakes himself unto God by prayer, acknow-

ledging therein that it is the especial zoork of God hij his Spirit,

to enable us to understand his mind and zcill as revealed in the

Scripture.

4. There is expressed in the words the act of God to-

wards us, whereby he enableth us to behold, discern, and

understand the wonderful effects of divine wisdom, which

are treasured up in the Scripture, which the psalmist prayeth

for. This is called his ' opening of our eyes,' >iy~bi :
' reveal

mine eyes,' uncover, unveil my eyes. There is a light in

the word; all truth is light; and sacred truth is sacred light.

VOL. III. 2 c
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Yea, the word of God is expressly called * light ;' Psal. xxxvi.

9. xliii. 3. cxix. 105. But there is by nature a covering, a

veil, on the eyes of the understandings of all men, that they

are not able of themselves to behold this light, nor to discern

any thing by it in a due manner. With respect hereunto the

psalmist prays that God would * reveal his eyes.' Revelare

is velametitum levare ; to reveal is to take oif the veil or cover-

ing. And this veil is that of our natural darkness, blindness,

and ignorance ; whereof we have treated elsewhere.

I see not what is wanting unto the explanation or con-

firmation of the position before laid down. The communi-

cation of spiritual light from God, is the peculiar work of

the Holy Ghost. He is the immediate author of all spiritual

illumination. But hereby alone, or by virtue hereof, can we
know or understand the mind of God in the Scripture, in

such a manner as God requireth us to do ; and whosoever

hath received the grace of this divine illumination, may do

so, so far as he is concerned in point of faith or obedience.

The laz& is the Scripture, the written word of God,

Therein are 'wonderful things,' or mysteries of divine wis-

dom contained and revealed. To behold these things, is to

discern and understand them aright, with respect unto our

own faith and obedience. This we cannot do without a

supernatural act of the Spirit of God upon our minds, en-

abling them to discern them, and understand them ; these

things are in the text, avavTippi]T(x)g. And we hence farther

argue, that, which is our duty to pray for spiritual supernatu-

ral aid, to enable us to do, that of ourselves we are not able

to do, without that aid and assistance; at least we may do

it by virtue of that aid and assistance ; which includes the

substance by just consequences of what is pleaded for. But
such aid, it is our duty to pray for, that we may understand

aright the revelations of the mind and will of God in the

Scriptures, the only thing to be proved.

There is but one thing which I can foresee, that may
with any pretence of reason be objected unto this testimony

of the psalmist in particular. And this is that he speaks of

the times and writings of the Old Testament. Now it is con-

fessed that there was in them a darkness and obscurity, and
such as needed new revelations for the understanding of them.

But since all things are ' brought to light by the gospel,'
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there i.s no need of any special aid or assistance of the Holy

Spirit by superuatiiral iUuminaiion for the understanding of

them. In answer hereunto I shall consider the discourse of

the apostle, wherein he stateth this whole matter ; 2 Cor. iii.

13— 18. ' And not as Moses who put a veil over his face,

that the children of Israel could not steadfastly look to the

end of that which is abolished. But their minds were

blinded : for until this day remaineth the same veil untaken

away, in the reading of the Old Testament, which is done

away in Christ. Nevertheless, when it shall turn unto the

Lord (or they be turned unto the Lord) the veil shall be

taken away. Now the Lord is that Spirit ; and where the

Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all with open

face behold as in a glass the glory of the Lord.'

When Moses had received the revelation of the law from

God, ' his face shone ;' Exod. xxxiv. 29. For there were won-
derful things contained in that revelation with respect unto

Jesus Christ; he was in them all, and the end of them all.

The whole ministry of Moses was but a testimony given unto

the things that were afterward to be spoken concerning him,

as the apostle declares ; Heb. iii. 5.

On the receipt of this revelation ' his face shone ;' because

there was a light, a lustre, a glory, in the things revealed unto

him ; and by them reflected on his ministry, which was so

represented. Nevertheless, this light did not shine imme-
diately into the hearts and minds of the people. They did

not see or discern the glorious and * wonderful things' that

were in the law. For there was a double veil or coverino- that

hindered them. One that was put on Moses' face ; another

that was on their own hearts. Some dark apprehensions and
glances of light they had ; but ' they could not look stead-

fastly unto the end of that which was to be abolished ;' they

could not comprehend the truth concerning Christ, which

was the substance and end of the law.

The first veil, that which was on the face of Moses, was
the obscurity of the instructions given them as wrapped up

in t]/p€s, shadows, and dark parables. This they could not see

through as clearly to discern the ' wonderful things' con-

tained in and under them. This veil is quite taken off, in the

revelation, or doctrine of the gospel, wherein life and immor-
tality are brought to light, and the wonderful things of the

2 c 2
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mystery of God in Christ are fully declared, and plainly ex-

pressed. Herein, therefore, it is acknowledged, that there is

a great difference between those under the Old Testament,

and those under the New.

But, saith the apostle, there is another veil; o. veil upon

the heart. And hereof he declareth two things : 1. That this

veil is do}ie aicati only in Christ ; and, 2. That, therefoi'e, it

is not taken away from any, but those who are converted unto

God. This is the covering of ignorance, darkness, blindness,

that is on men by nature. Theformer veilis taken away by

the doctrine of the gospel. This latter is to be removed only

by an effectual tcork of the Spirit of Christ, in the conversion

of the souls of men unto God.

And two things do ensue on the removal of this double

veil. 1. That as nnto the doctrine itself concerning the

mystery of God in Christ ; it is no more represented unto

us in types, shadows, and dark parables ; but in the clear glass

of the gospel, whereon the glory of Christ is reflected. Hereby
the veilis taken off from theface of Moses. 2. That we have

TTpoaioTTOv dvaKtKaXXviJLivov, an ' open uncovered face ;' or,

as the Syriac reads it, a ' revealeti eye,' whereby we are en-

abled to discern the wonderful mysteries of God so revealed.

This ensues on the taking away of the second veil of dark-

ness and blindness, which is on the hearts of all by nature.

The removal and destruction of this double veil by the

Spirit and grace of the gospel, is that which is prophesied

of, Isa. XXV. 7. ' And he shall destroy in this mountain the

face, D^b^ Dl^n the covering, covered, or the double veil,

that is on the face of all people ; and nD1D:n rtDDOm, the veil

veiled over all nations.'

This being the design of the discourse of the apostle, it

is evident that although there be a difference between them
under the Old Testament and us, as to the veil that was on

the face of Moses, which is destroyed and removed by the

doctrine of the gospel ; yet there is none, as to the veil which

is on the hearts of all by nature, which must be removed by
the Holy Spirit, or we cannot with open face behold the glory

of the Lord ; the thing which the psalmist prayeth for in the

place insisted on. That is, that God by his Spirit would
more and more renew his mind, and take away his natural

darkness and ignorance, that he might be able to behold.
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perceive, and understand, the mind of God as revealed in the

Scripture. And if any shall suppose or say, that for their

parts they need no such especial aid and assistance to enable

them to understand the mind of God in the Scripture, which
is sufficiently exposed to the common reason of all mankind

;

I shall only say at present, I am afraid they do not under-
stand those places of Scripture, where this aid and assistance

is so expressly affirmed to be necessary thereunto.

Butthe meaning of the psalmist will the better appear, if

we consider the communication of the grace, which he prayed
for, unto others. This is expressed, Luke xxiv. 45. * Then
opened he their understandings, that they might understand
the Scriptures.' A needless work ifsome men maybe believed.

But our Lord Jesus Christ thought not so. The truths con-
cerning him were revealed in the Scripture, that is, of the law
and the prophets, and the psalms ; ver. 44. These they read,

these they were instructed in, these were preached unto them
every day. And probably they were as well skilled in the

literal sense of Scripture propositions, as those who pretend

highest amongst us, so to be, Howbeit they could not un-

derstand those wonderful things in a way of duty, and as they

ought to do, until the Lord Christ opened t/teir iindersland-

ings. There was needful unto them an immediate gracious

act of his divine power on their minds to enable them there-

unto. And I cannot yet much value those men's understand-

ing of the Scripture, whose understandi}igs are not opened by
the Spirit of Christ.

If w^e need the openings ofour understandings by an act af

the power and grace of Christ, that we may undeisiand the

Scriptures, then w ithout it we cannot so do, namely, so as to

believe and yield obedience according unto our duty ; the

consequence is evident ; for if we could, there is no need of

this act of Christ towards these disciples, who were not des-

titute of any rational abilities, required in us thereunto. And
the act of Christ in opening their understandings, is openly
distinguished from the proposition of the doctrine of the

Scripture unto them. This was made two ways : first, In the

Scripture itself; secondly. In the oral discourse of our Sa-

viour upon it. Distinct from both these is that act of his

whereby he opened their understandings, that they might un-

derstand the Scripture. Wherefore, notliing but a real i)iter-
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nal act ofgrace, in the illumination of their minds can be in-

tended thereby, the nature whereof shall be farther explained

afterward.

But there is an eminent place that must be pleaded dis-

tinctly to this purpose. Eph. i. 17— 19. * That the God of

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him

:

the eyes of your understandings being enlightened, that ye

may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the

riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what
is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who be-

lieve.'

This is the whole of what we would assert, and nothino;

else.

And if men would acquiesce by faith in what is here

declared, we need to plead this cause no farther. For the

zcords and expressions of the truth here used, are more em-

phatical unto a spiritual understanding, than any we can find

out. And I shall only shew in the opening of them, how
our position and sense is contained in them. And, 1. what
the apostle doth here for others, it is unquestionably our

duty to do for ourselves. We are then to pray, that God
would enable us by his Spirit to know and understand Iiis mind
and will, as revealed in the Scripture. This, therefore, without

especial aid and assistance from him by his Spirit, we can-

not do. And the aid he gives us consists in the effectual

illumination of our minds, or the enlightening of the eyes of

our understandings. These things are plain, and not liable,

as I suppose, to any exception. And these are all we plead

for. Let them be granted without any other distinctions or

limitations, but what the Scripture will justify, and there is

an end of this difference. But some particular passages in

the words may be considered for the better understanding,

and farther confirmation of the truth contained therein.

1. It is a revelation that the apostle prays for ; or a Spirit

of revelation to be given unto them. This greatly offends

some at first hearing, but wholly without cause. For he

understands not new immediate external revelationfom God.

Believers are not directed to look after such revelations for

their guide : ever since the Scripture was written, the gene-

rality of the church was obliged to attend thereunto alone.
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as their only rule of faith and obedience. And although God
reserved unto himself a liberty under the Old Testament,

and until the completing of all the books of the New, to add

nezo revelations as he pleased
;
yet he always bound up the

faith and obedience of the present churchy unto what he had

already revealed. And he hath now by the Spirit of his Son,

put an end unto all expectation of any new, of any other

revelations, wherein the faith or obedience of the church

should be concerned. At least we take it for granted in

this inquiry ; that infallible inspirations in the discovery of

things not before revealed, are ceased in the church. Nor
do the Papists extend their infallibility/ thereunto, but only

unto things already revealed in the Scripture or tradition.

What some among ourselves do ascribe of this nature unto
their light, 1 do not well know, nor shall now inquire.

But there is an internal subjective revelation, whereby no
new things are revealed unto our minds, or are not outwardly
revealed a;/erc', but our minds are enabled to discern the things

that are revealed already. All the things here mentioned
by the apostle, which he desires they might understand, were
already revealed in the Scriptures of the Old Testament, and
the New that were then written, and the infallible declara-

tion of the gospel in the preaching of the apostles. But
there was a new work of revelation required, in, and unto,

every person, that would understand and comprehend these

things in a due manner. For cnroKciXvipig, or ' revelation,'

is the discovery of any thing, whether by the proposal of it

unto us, or the enabling of us to discern it when it is so pro-

posed. In the first sense it is used, Rom. xvi. 25. 2 Cor.
xii. 1. 7. Gal. i. 12. ii. 2. In the latter, Luke ii.32. Eph.
i. 11. As when God opened the eyes of the servant of
Elisha on the prayer of his master, to see the horses and
chariots of fire, that were round about him ; 2 Kings i. 6. 17.

They were not brought thither by the opening of his eyes

;

only he was enabled to discern them which before he could
not do. Or, as when any one maketh use of a telescope to

behold things afar off, no object is presented unto him, but
what was really in the same place before, only his visivefa-

culty is assisted to discern them at that distance, which
without that assistance it could not reach unto. And the

Holy Spirit is here called the Spirit of revelation, causally

;
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as he is the author or principal efficient cause of it : so in

his communication unto the Lord Christ himself, he is

called 'the Spirit of wisdom and understanding; the Spirit

of counsel and might; the Spirit of knowledge, and of the

fear of the Lord ; that should make him of quick understand-

ing in the fear of the Lord;' Isa. xi. 2. 3.

2. What the psalmist in the place before insisted on

calleth in general nit<^D3 ' wonderful things,' the apostle ex-

presseth in particular, and distributes them under sundry
heads as they were more clearly revealed in the gospel.

Such are, 'the hope of God's calling,' ' the riches of his glory,'

and the ' exceeding greatness of his power in them that do
believe.' These are some of the principal and most import-

ant mysteries of the gospel. No other understanding can we
have of these things, but only as they are revealed therein, or

of the revelation of them. And in the manner of his expres-

sion he declares these things to be ' wonderful,' as the psalm-
ist speaks. For there is in them TrXovToq rrjc Sosrjc ' the

riches of glory ;' which is beyond our comprehension. So
he expressly affirms, that it is avi^ixviaaroQ, chap. iii. 8. 'past

all investigation' or search; the same v/ord that he useth to

set forth the ways of God, when his design is to declare them
wonderful, or the object of our admiration ; Rom. xi. 33. ' O
the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of
God, how unsearchable are his ways, and his judgments
past finding out.' And there is in them, vwip^aWov fxtyeOog
' an exceeding or inexpressible greatness of power.'

Such are the things that are proposed unto us in the

Scripture. And the principal reason why some men judge
it so easy a matter to understand and comprehend by the in-

nate abilities of their own minds the revelations that are

made in the word of God unto us ; is, because they do not

apprehend that there is any thing tvonderful, or truly great

and glorious in them. And, therefore, because they cannot

raise their minds unto a comprehension of these mysteries

as they are in themselves ; they corrupt and debase them, to

suit them unto their own low carnal apprehensions, which
is the principle that works effectually in the whole of Soci-

nianism. For grant that there are such ' wonderful things,'

such mysteries in the gospel as we plead, and the men of

that persuasion will not deny, but that our minds do stand
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in need of a heavenly assistance to comprehend them

ario-ht. For they deny them for no other reason, but be-

cause their reason cannot comprehend them.

3. Concerning these things so revealed in the word ; the

apostle prays for these Ephesians, that^they might know

them; as also he expresseth the way whereby alone they

might be enabled so to do. Eig to u^ivaL vfxag" that they

might have a sight, perception, or understanding of them.

This he denies a natural man to have, or that he can have

;

he * cannot know them ;' 1 Cor. ii. 14. It is true, it may be

said, he cannot know them unless they are clearli/ and fairly

proposed unto him ; no, nor then neither, by the light and

power of his own natural faculties. He cannot do so by the

use of any outward means alone. It is futilous to imagine

that the apostle intends only, that a natural man cannot

know things that are never proposed unto him, which is nei-

ther weakness nor discommendation. For neither can the

spiritual man so know any thing.

Because it is thus with men by nature, therefore doth the

apostle so earnestly pray, that these Ephesians might be

enabled to understand and know these things, and he doth it

with an unusual solemnity, invocating the ' God and Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory :' which argues

both a great intension of spirit in him, and great weipht

laid upon the matter of his request.

But what reason is there for this earnestness ? What is

wanting unto these Ephesians ? what would he yet have for

them ? were they not rational men that had their eyes in their

heads as well as others? nay, were not many of them learned

men and skilled in all the curious arts of those days? for

here it was, that so many upon their first conversion burnt
their books to the value ' of fifty thousand pieces of silver;'

Acts xix. 19. Probably they were many of them very know-
ing in the new and old philosophi/. Had they not the Scrip-

ture also; that is, all the books of the Old Testament, and
those of the New which were then written ? Did not the

apostle and others preach the doctrine of the gospel unto
them, and therein the things which he here mentioneth ? He
declareth, and expressly testifieth, that he did ; Acts xx.

20. 27. Speaking unto these very persons, that is, the leaders

of them ; he saith, ' I have kept back nothing which was pro-
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fitable unto you, but declared unto you all the counsel of

God ;' namely, what is the hope of his calling, and what the

greatness of his power : were not these things sufficiently

revealed, and clearly proposed unto them? If they were not,

it was because the apostle could not so reveal and propose

them, or because he would not. If he could not, then he prays,

that that might be revealed unto them which was not so to

him ; or that they might learn what he could not teach them,

which is foolish and impious to imagine. If he would not,

then he prays, that they may know, that which he would not

teach them, which he could easily have so done; which is

equally foolish to suppose. What, therefore, do they yet

lack ? What is yet farther needful, that they might know and

understand these things? For we must know, that we under-

stand no more of the mind of God in the revelations that he

makes unto us, than we understand of the things themselves

that are revealed by him.

I am persuaded, that these Ephesians were generally as

wise, and some of them a« learned, as any in our days, let

them have what conceit of themselves they please. Yet grant

some of ours but thus much, that they have their wits about

them, and the use of their reason; and let them have the

things of the gospel, or the doctrines of it rationally pro-

posed unto them, as they are in the Scripture, and they defy

the world to think that they yet want any thing to enable

them to knoiv, and rightly to understand them. To fancy any

thing else to be necessary hereunto is fanatical madness.

For what would men have? what should ail them ? Are not

the doctrines of the gospel highly rational? are not the things

of it eminently suited unto the reason of mankind ? are not

the books of the Scripture written in a style and language

intelligible? Is there any thing more required unto the un-

derstanding of the mind of any author, but to conceive the

grammatical sense of the words that he useth, and the nature

of his propositions and arguings ? And although St, Paul, as

some say, be one of the obscurest tvritci-s they ever met with; yet

surely by these means some good shift may be made with

his writings also. It is, therefore, canting and nonsense, a re-

proach to reason and Christian religion itself, to think that

this is not enough to enable men to understand the mind of

God in the Scriptures.
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Well, be it so, at present, unto the highly rational abilities

of some persons ; it cannot be denied, but that the apostle

judged it necessary, that these Ephesians should have the

special aid of the Spirit of God unto this end, which he prayeth

for. And we may be excused if we dare not think ourselves

better than they ; nor to have a suflficiency of learning, wis-

dom, and reason above others, or less to need prayers of this

nature than they did. And we find that the apostle renew-

eth his prayer for them again unto the same purpose, with

great fervency ; chap. iii. 14— 19. All the difference ariseth

from hence, that the apostle judgeth, that over and above the

utmost exercise of our natural faculties and abilities in the

use of outward means that we may know the mind of God in

the Scripture, wherein these Ephesians were not wanting

;

it is necessary that the ' eyes of our understanding' should

be spiritually opened and enlightened ; but other men it

seems think not so.

But yet if men should be allowed to suppose, that our

minds were no way vitiated, depraved, or darkened by the

fall, which supposition is the sole foundation of these asser-

tions
;
yet it is most irrational to imagine, that we can com-

prehend and understand the 7nysteries of the gospel without

especial spiritual illumination. For the original light and

abilities of our minds was not suited or prepared for the re-

ceiving and understanding of them. For neither their being

nor revelation was consistent with the state of integrity.

Wherefore, although our minds should be allowed to be as

wise and perspicacious with respect unto that natural know-
ledge of God and all that belongs unto it, which was pro-

posed unto us, or necessary for us in the state of nature;

yet would it not follow, that we are able to discern the

mysteries ofgrace when proposed unto us. The truth is, if

our minds be not corrupted or depraved, there is no need
of the gospel nor its grace ; and if they are, we cannot

understand the mind of God therein, without especial illu-

mination.

But it may be said, that these things are consistent. For
notwithstanding men's rational abilities, and the use ofmeans,
yet it is meet that they should both pray for themselves, and
that others, whose duty it is, should pray for them also. It

is so, that they may be diligent in their inquiries, and obtain
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the blessing of' God upon their diligence. But this doth not

prove at all, that they are not able of themselves to apprehend

and know the mind and things of God in the Scripture, or

that any thing is wanting in them, or to them, which is ab-

solutely necessary thereunto.

I answer. That on these suppositions ; there is indeed

nothing wanting, but that which the apostle moreover pray-

eth for, which is none of them. And if that be not also re-

quisite unto this end, his prayer is vain and useless. That

men be diligent in the discharge of their duty herein, and

that they may have the especial blessing of God thereon, are

here supposed, and we shall speak unto them afterward.

These are not the things that the apostle here prayeth for;

but that God would give them the 'Spirit of wisdom and re-

velation to enlighten the eyes of their understandings,' that

they may know them, as shall be immediately declared. And
indeed, I understand not how this prayer can be suited unto

the principles of any who deny the necessity of this internal

spiritual aid.

For they cannot but think it strange to pray for a ' Spi-

rit of wisdom and revelation' to be given unto their wAo/g

congregations, which were a dangerous way to make them
wiser than their teachers. And for themselves, using dili-

gence, and praying for a blessing in their diligence, they

disavow any farther concernment in this matter.

4. The thing in especial prayed for, in order unto the end
proposed, is, that the ' eyes of our understandings may be

enlightened.' This is the same which the psalmist prayeth

for in the place before insisted on, that God ' would open his

eyes.' And it is the internal work of illumination that is in-

tended. Now, although the main force of the argument de-

pends on these words, yet shall 1 not insist here upon them

;

because T must speak somewhat more in particular unto the

nature of this work aftervv^ard. Besides, what is that dark-

ness which is here supposed to be on our minds or under-

standings ; what is its nature, efficacy, and power; how it is

taken away and removed; what is the nature of that spiritual

light which is communicated unto us, in and for the removal

thereof, I have at large elsewhere declared. All that at pre-

sent I shall observe from these words, is, in general, that

there is an especial work of the Spirit oj' God i/i the enlightening
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the eyes, ofour understandings, necessary unto our discerning

of the mysteries of the gospel in a due manner ; which was

to be proved.

5. What is declared concerning the author of this work

in us, or the principal efficient cause of it, doth farther con-

firm the same truth. And this is the Holi/ Spirit; ' that he

would give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation.'

That the Holy Spirit is the immediate author of all superna-

tural effects and operations in us, hath been elsewhere proved

at large. And what he is promised or given in the gospel so

to effect, is not any thing that is in our own power. Where-

fore, the ascription of the communication of this ability unto

the Holy Ghost, is a sufficient evidence that we want it in

ourselves. And all things here affirmed concerning the man-
ner of his communication unto us, and his properties as com-

municated, do evidence the nature, and evince the truth, of

the work ascribed unto him. As for the first, it is by the

grant, donation, ox free gift, of God the Father; ver. 17. •' That

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, would

give unto you.' God is called, the ' King of glory;' Psal.

xxiv, 7, 8. and the ' God of glory ;' Acts vii. 2. with respect

unto his own glorious majesty. But he is the 'Father of

glory,' as he is the eternal spring and cause of all glory, unto

the church. And these titles are prefixed unto this grant or

the request of it, * the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-

ther of glory,' to intimate that it proceeds from his relation

unto us in Christ, with that love and bounty wherein he is

the cause of all grace and glory unto us. Wherefore, re-

ceiving this Spirit hy free donation, as we do, Luke xi. 13.

all that we receive from him and by him, we have it by the

way o{free gift or donation also. Therefore is this ability

of understanding the Scripture, and the mysteries of the truth

contained therein, a mere free gift of God, which he bestows
on whom he will. So our Saviour told his disciples, ' unto

you it is given to know the mysteries of God, but to them (to

others) it is not given;' Matt. xiii. 11. who yet heard his

words, and understood the literal sense of the propositions

used by him as well as the disciples did. Whoever, there-

fore, hath this ability to know the mysteries of the gospel,

he hath it hy free gift, or donation from God. He hath re-

ceived it, and may not boast as if it were from himself, and
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that he had not received it, as the apostle speaks; 1 Cor. iv.

7. Again, the properties ascribed unto him, as thus com-
municated for this end, are tvisdom and revelation.

(1.) He is the ' Spirit of wisdom.' So in- the communi-
cation of him in all fulness unto the Lord Jesus Christ, the

head of the church, he is called the ' Spirit of wisdom and
understanding ;' Isa. xi. 2. and that because he was to make
him of ' quick understanding in the fear of the Lord ;' ver. 3.

He is a ' Spirit of wisdom' essentially in himself ; and causally

or efficiently unto others. And these things do mutually

demonstrate each other. That he is the cause of all wisdom
in others, is a demonstration that he is essentially wise in him-
self. ' For he that planted the ear shall he not hear ? He
that formed the eye, shall he not see ?' And because he is

essentially wise, he must be the author of all wisdom unto

others. For all good must come from that which is infi-

nitely, eternally, unchangeably so; James i. 17. He is,

therefore, called the ' Spirit of wisdom,' on both these

accounts ; as he is essentia/lt/ so in himself, and as he is

the efficient cause of all wisdom unto others. And it is in the

latter way immediately that he is here so termed. And this

property is peculiarly ascribed unto him, as thus given unto

us, to ' open our eyes,' with respect unto the work which he

is to do. For wisdom is required hereunto. That wisdom
which may deliver us from being really fools ourselves, and

from judging the things of God to be folly.

There is a wisdom required hereunto :
' Who is wise, and

he shall understand these things
;
prudent, and he shall know

them ; for the ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall

walk in them ; but the transgressors shall fall therein ;' Hos.

xiv. 9. Want of this wisdom is the cause that wicked men
take offence at, and dislike the ways of God, because they

do not spiritually understand them, and so cast themselves

into destruction. And it is of the same things that the pro-

phet affirms, that none * of the wicked shall understand, but

the wise shall understand ;' Dan. xii. 10. And it is called,

the ' wisdom of the just ;' Luke i. 17.

This wisdom is not in us by nature. Men are naturally

wise in their own conceit ; which if continued in, is a hope-

less frame of mind ; Prov. xxvi. 12. And in nothing doth it

more evidence itself, than in apprehensions of their own abi-
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lity to comprehend spiritual things, and in their contempt

of what they do not so, as folly; 1 Cor. i. 18. 23. And with

respect hereunto, doth the apostle give that advice unto us,

as our duty; ' Let no man deceive himself, if any man among

you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool,

that he may be wise ;' 1 Cor. iii. 18. This is a matter wherein

men are very apt to deceive themselves ; even to conceit

themselves wise, and to trust thereunto in the things of God,

whereof alone he there treats. Whereas, therefore, the espe-

cial promise of God is to teach the meek and the Jmmble,

there is nothing that sets men at a greater distance from di-

vine instruction, than a proud conceit of their own wisdom,

wit, parts, and abilities. Wherefore, this wisdom which is

the daughter of natural darkness, and the mother of proud

spiritual ignorance, the Spirit of wisdom freelh the minds of

believers from, in the way that shall be afterward declared

;

and therein is he unto us, a ' Spirit of wisdom.' Moreover,

he gives us that ' wisdom which is from above,' which we
are directed to ask of God ; James i. 5. Without this wis-

dom which he works in us, no man can understand the wis-

dom of God in the mystery of the gospel ; whoso is thus

made wise, shall understand these things, and none else.

There is, therefore, ^gift of spiritual loisdom and understand-

ing necessary hereunto, that we may discern the ' wonderful

things' that are in the word of God. To whom this is not

given, they know not the mysteries of the kingdom of hea-

ven. Let men please or pride themselves whilst they will in

their own wisdom and learning, and explode the considera-

tion of these things in our inquiries after the mind of God,
the meanest believer who hath received this wisdom from

above, according unto the measure of the gift of Christ,

knoweth more of the mind of God in a due manner than

they do.

When our Lord Jesus Christ affirmed that he came into

the world, * that they which see not, might see,' or to com-

municate spiritual saving light into the minds of men, the

Pharisees who had great apprehensions of their own luisdom

and understanding in the law, replied with scorn, * And are

we blind also ?' John ix. 33.40. It proved no otherwise, and
that to their eternal ruin; yet do I not judge all them to be

practically blind, who do not doctrinally own the receiving of
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this wisdom and light from above. For, although we make
not ourselves to differ from others, nor have any thing in a

way of spiritual ability, but what we have received, yet are

some apt to gloi'y as if they had not received, as the apostle

intimates ; 1 Cor. iv. 7. Wherefore, the Holy Spirit, as given

unto us, is said to be a ' Spirit of wisdom,' because he maketh

vs wise or worketh wisdom in us. This wisdom we have not

of ourselves ; for to suppose it, renders the word of God of

none effect. And this spiritual wisdom, thus to be bestowed

upon us, thus to be wrought in us, is necessary that we may
know the mysteries of the gospel, or understand the mind of

God therein ; which is all that we plead for.

I have insisted the longer upon this testimony, because

the whole of whatw^e assert in general, in the nature, causes,

and effects of it, is fully declared therein. And this was the

way whereby they of old came to understand divine revela-

tions, or the mind of God as revealed in the Scripture. If

others who seem to scorn all mention of the teaching of the

Holy Ghost, have found out a course more expedite unto the

same end, it is what I understand not, nor do desire to parti-

cipate in.
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CHAP. III.

Other testimonies pleaded in the confirmation of the same truth; John xvi.

13. opened. Howfar all true believers are infallibly led into all truth, de-

clared. And the manner hotv they are so. 1 Jolin ii.20. 27, explained.

What assurance of the truth they have who are taught of God. Epii. i.

5, 6. John XXX. 22. vi. 45. Practical truths inferredfrom the assertion

proved.

Thebe are yet other testimonies wliich may be pleaded unto

the same purpose. For unto this end is the Holy Ghost
promised unto all believers ; John xvi. 13. ' When the Spirit

of truth is come, he shall guide you into all truth.'

The Holy Spirit is called the ' Spirit of truth/ principally

on the same account as God absolutely is called ' the God
of truth ;' he is so essentialli/. He is the first, absolute, di-

vine, eternal verity ; so he is originally called the Holy Spirit

on the account of his essential holiness. But it is not on that

account solely that he is here called the ' Spirit of truth.'

He is so as he is the revealer of all divine supernatural truth

unto the church. As he is also called the Holy Spirit, as he
is author of all holiness in others ; therefore is he here pro-

mised unto the church as it is his work to lead us into all

truth.

And tw^o things are considerable in this promise: 1.

What is intended by all truth. 2, How the Holy ^T^ix'xt guides

or leads us into it,

1. With respect unto the object, it is not all truth abso-

lutely that is intended. There is truth in things natural,

civil, and stories of things that are past ; nothing of this

nature is comprised in this promise. We see believers of all

sorts as ignorant of, as unacquainted with, many of these

things, as any other sort of men whatever. Yet doth not
one word of the promise of Christ fall unto the ground.
Wherefore, all that truth, or all truth of that nature whereof
our Saviour there speaketh, is alone intended. The myste-
ries of the gospel, of the kingdom of heaven, the counsel of

God about the salvation of the church by Christ, and con-

cerning their faith and obedience, are the truth which he is

promised to guide us into. This the apostle calleth 'all the

VOL. III. 2 D
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counsel of God;' Actsxx. 27. namely, which respects all the

ends of our faith and obedience ; ver. 21.

2. It admits of a limitation with respect unto the diver-

sity of subjects, or the persons unto whom this truth is to

be communicated. They are not all of them, as to the degrees

of light and knowledge, equally to be led into all truth.

Every one unto whom he is thus promised, shall be so far

led into the knowledge of it, as is necessary unto his own

estate and condition, his duty and his work. For unto

' every one of us is given grace according unto the measure

of the gift of Christ ;' Eph. iv. 7. It is Christ alone, who in

the free gift of all grace, assigns the measures wherein every

one shall be made partaker of it. In his sovereign will he

hath allotted the measures of grace, light, and knowledge,

unto all the members of the church. And there is no less

difference in these measures, than in the knowledge of the

most glorious apostle, and that of the meanest believer in the

world. The duty, work, and obedience of every one, is the

rule of the measure of his receiving these gifts of Christ.

None shall want any thing that is necessary unto him ; none

shall receive any thing that he is not to use and improve in

a way of duty.

2. Our second inquiry is, how the Spirit doth thus lead

us into all truth. The external revelation of truth is herein

supposed. This he is promised to instruct us in the know-

ledge of, in a spiritual manner, whereby I understand no

more, but so as it is required of us in a way of duty. To

clear the truth hereof, some things must be observed. As,

1. The promises concerning the mission of the Holy Spirit

in these chapters of the Gospel, xiv. xv.xvi. are not to be con-

fined unto the apostles, nor unto the Jirst age or ages of the

church. To do so is expressly contradictory unto the dis-

course and whole design of our Lord Jesus Christ unto that

purpose. For he promiseth him in opposition unto his own

temporary abode in the world ; namely, that this of the

Spirit should befor ever ; chap. xiv. 16. that is, ^wg rfjc <tuv-

TiXdag Tovalwvog, Matt, xxviii. 20. unto the consummation of

the whole state of the church here below. And to suppose

the contrary, is to overthrow the foundation of all truth and

comfort in the church. For their preservation in the one, and

the administration of the other, unto them, depend on the
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accomplishment of this promise alone. And so also do all

the benefits of the intercession of Christ, which are no other-

wise communicated unto us, but by the Holy Spirit, as

given in pursuit of this promise. For what herein he

prayed for his apostles, he prayed ' for all them that should

believe in him through this word unto the end of the world ;'

John xvii.

2. It is granted, that sundry things in the promises of the

Holy Ghost were peculiar unto the apostles, and had their

accomplishment on the day of Pentecost, when he de-

scended on them in that glorious visible manner ; Acts ii.

1— 4. Foras they were commanded by our Saviour fo wait

for this his coming before they engaged in the discharge of

that office whereunto he had called them ; Acts i. 4. so now
they were fully empowered and enabled unto all that belonged
thereunto. But their peculiar interest in these promises,

respected only things that were peculiar unto their office
;

such as that mentioned in this place is not.

3. It is not an external guidance into the truth by the ob-

jective revelation of it, that is intended ; for such revelations

are not granted unto all believers unto whom this promise is

made, nor are they to look for them. And the revelation of

truth in the ministerial proposal of it, is common unto all

the world unto whom the word is preached, and so is not

the subject of an especial promise.

4. Wherefore, it is the internal teaching of the Holy Ghost
giving an understanding of the mind of God, of all sacred

truths as revealed, that is intended. For, (1.) it is the same
with that other promise, we * shall be all taught of God.'

For we are thus taught of God by the ' Spirit's leading us
into all truth,' and no otherwise. (2.) This the word en-

forceth ; the Spirit of truth, odriyiiaei vputg, shall lead and
guide you in the right way to the knowledge of the truth.

So when Philip asked the eunuch whether he understood
the things which he read out of the prophet Isaiah, he re-

plieth, 'How can I?' lav fii] ng oSijYrVp (U£ ; Acts viii. 31.
* unless one lead me' to the sense of it ; that is, by his in-

terpretation give me an understanding of it. Thus the Holy
Spirit leads us into all truth by giving us that understand-
ing of it, which of ourselves we are not able to attain. And
other interpretations the words will not admit. It is, there-

2 D 2
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fore, his work to give us a useful saving understanding of all

sacred truth, or the mind of God as revealed in the Scrip-

ture. All spiritual divine supernatural truth is revealed in

the Scripture. Herein all are agreed. The knowledge, the

right understanding of this truth as so revealed, is the duty

of all, according unto the means which they enjoy, and the

duties that are required of them. Neither can this be de-

nied. Unto this end that they may do so, the Holy Spirit

is here promised unto them that do believe. His divine aid

and assistance is, therefore, necessary hereunto. And this

we are to pray for, as it is promised. Wherefore, of our-

selves, without his especial assistance and guidance, we
cannot attain a due knowledge of, and understanding in, the

truth revealed in the Scripture. As unto the especial na-

ture of this assistance it shall be spoken unto afterward.

This is again affirmed concerning all believers ; 1 John

ii. 20. 27. 'You have an unction from the Holy One, and

you know all things ; the anointing which you have re-

ceived of him abideth in you ; and ye need not that any man
teach you, but as the same anointing teacheth you of all

things, and is truth, and is no lie ; and even as it hath

taught you, ye shall abide in it.'

1. That by the unction and anointing in this place the

Spirit of God and his work, with respect unto the end men-

tioned, are intended, is not questioned by any that are con-

versant about these thmgs with sobriety. And it is plain in

the text. For, (1.) That the Holy Spirit in his especial ope-

rations, is called an unction, or is said to anoint us, is evi-

dent in many places of the Scripture ; see Heb. i. 9. 2 Cor.

i. 22, 23. Neither is a spiritual unction ascribed unto any
thing else in the whole Scripture. (2.) That expression,

'which you have from the Holy One/ (Acts iii. 14. Rev.
iii. 7.) that is, Jesus Christ, doth expressly answer unto the

promise of Christ, to send his Holy Spirit unto us, and that

for the end here mentioned, namely, to teach us, and lead us

into all truth ; whence he is called ' the Spirit of the Lord,'

or of Christ; 2 Cor. iii. 17, 18. Eph. iii. 16. Phil. i. 19, &c.

(3.) That also, of his * abiding in us,' is nothing but an ex-

pression of the same promise of Christ, that he shall 'abide

with us for ever ;' John xiv. 16. (4.) The work here assigned

unto this unction, is expressly assigned unto the Holy Spi-
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rit ; John xvi. 13. The ' Spirit of truth shall guide you into

all truth.' (5.) What is said of it, namely, not only that it

is true, and not false, but that it is truth and no lie, doth

plainly intimate his essential verity. And I cannot but won-

der that any persons should against this open and plain evi-

dence, ascribe the things here mentioned unto any thing

else, and that exclusively unto the Holy Ghost. For so do
some contend (Episcop. in loc. after Socin. on the same
place), that by this unction the doctrine of the gospel only is

intended. It is true that the doctrine of the gospel in the

preaching of it, is the means or instrumental cause of this

teaching by the Holy Ghost. And on that account what is

spoken of the teaching of the Spirit of God, may be spoken in

its place of the doctrine ofthe gospel, because he teacheth us

thereby. But here it is spoken oi objectively, as what we are

to be taught, and not efficiently, as what it is that teacheth

us. And to say as they do, it is the instruction which we
have by the gospel that is intended, is to assert the effect

only, and to exclude the cause. For that signifies no more,

but the effect of the unction here ascribed unto believers,

as that which they had received from the Holy One. Dydi-

mus, an ancient learned writer, interpreteth this unction to

be the illuminating grace of the Spirit, and the Holy One to

be the Spirit himself; lib. 2. de Spir. Sanct. But the other

interpretation is more proper and consonant unto the use of

the Scripture. The expression is taken from the institution

of God under the Old Testament, whereby kings and priests

are anointed with oil, to signify the gifts of the Spirit com-
municated unto them for the discharge of their office. And
thence believers who are real partakers of the internal unc-

tion in the graces and gifts of the Holy Ghost, are said to

be ' made kings and priests unto God.' It is, therefore, the

work of the Holy Spirit that is here described. He alone

with his gifts, graces, and privileges, that ensue thereon, are

so expressed, here or any where else in the whole Scripture.

2. Two things are to be observed in what is here ascribed

unto this unction. (1.) What is the effect of his work in be-

lievers. (2.) What is the nature of it, or how he producetli

that effect.

(1.) For the first, there is a double expression of it; [1.]

' That they know all things.' [2.] That they 'need not that
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any should teach them;' both which expressions admit of,

yea require, their limitations.

[1.] The 'all things' intended, come under a double re-

striction : the first taken from the nature of the things them-

selves ; the other from the scope and circumstances of the

place : or, the one from the general end, the other from the

special design, proposed.

1st. The general end proposed, is our 'abiding in Christ.'

So * ye shall abide in him ;' which the apostle expresseth,

ver. 24. by 'continuing in the Son, and in the Father.'

Wherefore, the all things here mentioned, are all things ne-

cessary unto our ingrafting into and continuance in Christ.

Such are all the fundamental, yea, important truths of the

gospel. Whatever is needful unto our communion with

Christ, and our obedience to him, this all true believers are

taught ; however they may mistake in things of lesser mo-

ment, and be ignorant in the doctrine of some truths, or have

but mean degrees of knowledge in any thing, yet shall they

all know the mind and will of God as revealed in the Scrip-

ture, in all those things and truths which are necessary, that

they may believe unto righteousness, and make confession

unto salvation.

2ndly. The especial end, under consideration, is preserva-

tion and deliverance from the antichrists and seducers of

those days, with the errors, lies, and false doctrines which

they divulged, concerning Christ and the gospel. The only

way and means whereby we may be so preserved from the

poisons and infections of such pernicious opinions and ways,

is the assured knowledge of the truths of the gospel, as they

are revealed in the Scripture. All those trutiis which were

any way needful to secure their faith, and preserve them from

mortal seductions, they were taught and did know. And
where any man knows the truths which are required unto his

implantation into Christ, and his continuance with him in

faith and obedience ; as also, all those which may preserve

him from the danger of seduction into pernicious errors
;

however he may fail and be mistaken in some things of less

importance
;
yet is he secured as unto his present accepta-

ble obedience, and future blessedness. And to speak of it

by the way, this giveth us the rule of our especial communion

and love. Where nny are taught these things, where they
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have the knowledge, and make confession of that truth, or

those articles of faith whereby they may ' abide in Christ,'

and are preserved yVow pernicious seductions, although they

may differ from us and the truth in some things of less mo-
ment; we are obliged not only to forbearance of them, but

communion with them : for who shall refuse them, whom
Christ hath received ? or doth Christ refuse any to whom he

gives his Spirit, who have the unction from the Holy One ?

This, and no other, is the rule of owi evangelical love and com-

munion among ourselves. Whatever we require more of any

as a necessary condition of our Christian society in point of

doctrine, is an unwarrantable imposition on their consciences

or practice, or both.

[2.J It is said, that they so know these things, as that

they * need not that any should teach them ;' which also re-

quireth a limitation or exposition. For,

1st. It is only the things as before declared that respect

is had unto. Now besides these, there are many other things

which believers stand in need to be taught continually ; and

whose knowledge belongs unto their edification. Many things

are very useful unto us, that are not absolutely necessary. In

natural things, and such as belong unto this present life

:

men would be very unwilling to be without, or part with

sundry things, without which yet life might be preserved,

because they value them, as of use unto themselves, so en-

abling them to be useful unto others. And they who under-

stand the nature, use, and benefit of evangelical truths, will

not be contented that their knowledge in them should be
confined only unto those which are of absolute necessity unto

the being of spiritual life. Yea, they cannot be well sup-

posed to know those truths themselves, who pretend such a
satisfaction in them as to look no farther. For all who are

sincere in faith and knowledge, do aim at that' perfect man
in Christ,' which all the ordinances of God are designed to

bring us unto ; Eph. iv. 13. Wherefore, notwithstanding

the knowledge of these things, there is still use and need of
farther ministerial teaching in the church.

2ndly. It is spoken of the things themselves absolutely.

and not with respect unto the degrees of the knowledge of

them. They did so know them, as there was no need that

any man should teach them unto them, as unto their initial
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knotuledge and substance of the things themselves ; and so

it may be said of all believers. But yet there are degrees of

knowledge with respect unto those very things, which they

may and ought to be carried on unto, as the apostle speaketh,

Heb. vi. 1. And, therefore, doth the holy apostle himself,

who writes these things, farther instruct them in them. And
herein consists the principal part of the ministry of the

church, even to carry on believers unto perfection, in those

things wherein, for the substance of them, they have been

already instructed.

3rdly. That which is principally intended, is that they

need not that any should teach them, so as that they should

depend on the light and authority/ of their instruction.

Others may be helpers of their joy, but none can be lords of

their faith. You need no such teaching because of the

nnction which you have received.

(2.) For the general nature of the work here ascribed

unto this unction, that is, the Holy Spirit, it is teaching ;

' the unction teacheth you..' There are but two ways where-

by the Spirit teacheth us ; nor can any other be conceived.

The one is by objective, the other by subjective, revelations.

For he teacheth us asaSpiritof' wisdom and revelation.' The

first way of his teaching is, by immediate inspiration, com-

municating new sacred truths from God immediately unto

the minds of men. So he taught the prophets and apostles

and all the penmen of the Scripture. By him the word of

the Lord came unto them, and they spake as they were acted

by him. 1 Pet. i. 11, 12. 2 Pet. i. 21. This is not the way of

teaching here intended. For, the end of this teaching of the

Holy Ghost is only to make men teachers of others, which is

not here intended. Nor doth the apostle discourse unto any

such purpose ; as though God would grant neiv revelations

unto men, to preserve them from errors and seductions, which

he hath made sufficient provision for in the word ; Isa. viii.

20. 2 Pet. i. 19. By this word were they to try all doctrines

and pretended revelations, yea, they which were so really be-

fore they received them; 1 Johniv. 1. Besides, what is here

affirmed, is ascribed unto all sorts of believers, under the dis-

tribution which they are cast into by the apostle, namely, of
' old men,' ' young'men,' and * babes,' which had not all of

them received the Spirit of immediate revelation.
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His Other way of teaching is, that which we have insisted

on ; namely, his enabling us to discern, know, and under-

stand the mind and will of God, as revealed in the Scripture,

or as declared in any divine revelation ; this alone is, or can

be, here intended. Wherefore, this is the design of the apo-

stle, in these words ; All divine truths necessary to he known,

and to be believed, that %oe may live unto God infaith and obedi-

ence, or come unto, and abide in Christ ; as also, be preservedfront

seducers, are contained in the Scripture, orproposed unto us in di-

vi}ie revelations. These of ourselves xve cannot understand, unto

the ends mentioned; for ifxoe could, there would be no need that

we should be taught them by the Holy Spirit. But this is so, he

teacheth us all these 'things, enabling us to discern, comprehend,

and acknowledge them. And this is the whole of what we
plead for.

For a close of our considerations on these words of the

apostle, I shall only observe what assurance a man that is

thus taught the truth, may have, that it is the truth which
he is taught, and that he is not deceived in his apprehensions

of it. For hereon depends the use of this instruction ; espe-

cially in times of trial, indeed at all times and on all occa-

sions. It is not enough that we know the truth, but we must
be assured, that so we do. See Eph. iv. 14. Col. ii. 2. And
there was never a greater artifce in the world, than that

whereby the Roman church hath imposed an impregnable ob-

stinate credulity on all that adhere thereunto. For it doth

first fix this in their minds, that itself cannot err, and there-

fore whatever is by her authority proposed unto them, is in-

fallibly true. Hence it comes to pass that they will abide

obstinate against all convictions, and the highest evidence

of truth in all particular instances, whilst this principle is

firmly fixed in their minds, that the church which proposeth
these things unto them cannot err, nor be mistaken. Yea,
whilst this persuasion abides with them, they may be, and
indeed accordingly are, obliged to believe contradictions •

things most irrational and absurd, inconsistent with Chris-

tian piety, and the peace of human society. However,
they say well in this, that it is necessary that a man should
have good assurance of the truth which he doth profess,

or of his own understanding of it, and conception about
it. This the apostle calleth the ' riches of the full assur-
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ance of understanding ;' Col. ii. 2. whereof we shall speak
afterward.

Wherefore, whereas the assurance of mind in other teach-

ings depend much on the authority of them by whom they

are taught ; on a supposition that believers are taught the

mind of God in the Scripture by the Holy Spirit, or are by
him enabled to discern and know it ; the inquiry is, how, or

by what means they have an assurance that they have a right

understanding of the things which they are so taught, so as

to abide in them, and the profession of them, against all op-

position whatever ; and so as to venture the eternal con-

dition of their souls on that assurance they have of the truth;

which every one must do, whether he will or no. And this

in the text is referred unto the author of this teaching. * For
the anointing is truth, and is no lie ;' it is true and infallibly

so. There is no fear of, no possibility for, any man to be

deceived in what he is taught by this miction. And an

assurance hereof ariseth in our minds, partly from the man-
ner of his teachings, and partly from the evidence of the

things themselves that we are taught. The manner and way
of his teaching us in and by the Scripture, evidenceth unto

us, that what we are taught is true, and no lie. He giveth a

secret zcntness unto what he teacheth in his teachings. * For
it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is

truth ;' 1 John v. 6. And with respect unto the evidence

which is so given us of the truth, it is said, that the unction

whereby we are taught is true and no lie; that is, it is im-

possible any one should be deceived who is so taught. This

will more fully appear when we have declared the whole of

his work herein ; something only may now be spoken on
occasion of this testimony.

There is a peculiar power accompanying the teaching of

God by his Spirit. ' Behold, God exalteth by his power,

who teacheth like him?' Job xxxvi. 22. So our Saviour ex-

poundeth that promise, * They shall be all taught of God
;

every man,' saith he, ' therefore, that hath heard and learned

of the Father cometh unto me;' John vi. 45. There is such
an efficacy accompanying of God's teaching, that whosoever
is so taught, doth certainly believe the things that he is

taught, as having the evidence of the truth of them in him-
self.
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When the Holy Ghost gave new revelations of old unto

the prophets and penmen of the Scripture by immediate in-

spiration, he did therein and therewith communicate unto

them an infallible evidence that they were from God. And

when he doth illuminate our minds in the knowledge of what

is revealed, he doth therein himself bear witness unto, and

assure us of, the truth which we do understand. Hereby do

we come to that which the apostle calleth the ' full assurance

of understanding, in the acknowledgment of the mystery of

God.' He not only enableth our minds to apprehend the

truth, but he shines into our hearts, the seat of spiritual

experience, to give us the ' knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.' And the assurance which be-

lievers have thereby, is above that which any other evidence

or demonstration whatever can give. And the meanest be-

liever hath from this teaching, a greater rest, satisfaction,

and assurance, in the knowledge of the mind of God, than

any can be attained by the most raised notions, or profound

disputations ; ' for he that believeth, hath the witness in

himself;' 1 John v. 10. And why should others think it

strange, that there should be that evidence of truth in the

teachings of the Spirit, by the illumination of our mmds
in the knowledge of the Scripture, as to give us an assur-

ance of the highest nature, seeing there is none that teacheth

like him ?

Want hereof, is that which makes men to fluctuate in

their conceptions of spiritual things, and so ready on every

occasion to part with what they have received. The church

of Rome hath, as we observed, rather craftily, than wisely

provided against any inconvenience herein. The doctrines

which it teacheth are many of them false ; and so the things

contained in them can give no evidence unto themselves in

the minds of men. For there is nothing but imagination in

error, there is nothing of substance in it. And their way of
teaching is not accompanied with any especial advantage

;

yea, it is the most vain that ever was in the world. They

would have men suppose that they may advance at once in

the true belief of a hundred things whereof they have no

evidence, merely resting on the infallibility of the church,

by which, they say, they are proposed. Wherefore, they

teach men that although they receive no evidencing light.
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in this way of their instruction, nor have any experience of

the power or efficacy of truth in what they are taught, yet

they may rest assuredly in the hifaUibiliti/ of the church.

Hence the assurance they have of any thing they suppose

truth, is not an act of the mind in the embracing of the

truth, from any evidence that it gives of itself, but a pre-

sumption in general that the church is infallible, by which

these things are proposed unto them. The design is to pre-

vail with men, to suppose that they believe all things, when
indeed they believe nothing: that they understand the mind

and will of God, when indeed they understand nothing at

all of them. For a man believes nothing but what is ac-

companied with an evidence whereon it ought to be believed.

But this they pretend not unto, at least, not such that should

give them that assurance of the truth of it, which is requisite

;

and, therefore, are all men by them referred for that unto the

infallibility of the church. Persons weak, ignorant, credu-

lous, or superstitious, either for interest, or by the craft of

seducers, may be prevailed on to make their resort unto

this relief; those who will not forego the rational conduct

of their own souls, and leave themselves unto the guidance

of others, knowing that it is they alone, who must give an

account of themselves to God ; will not easily be induced

thereunto.

Others will resolve all into their own rational conceptions

of things, without any respect unto a superior infallible

teacher. And the minds of many influenced by this no-

tion, that they have themselves alone to trust unto, are come

unto the utmost uncertainty and instability in all things of

religion; nor can it otherwise be. For the mind of man is

in itself as indifferent and undetermined unto any thing, as

true or false (unless it be in its first notions of the common
principles of reason), beyond the evidence that is proposed

unto it : so also is it various, unsteady, and apt to fluctuate

from one thing to another. And there are but two ways

whereby it may be naturally ascertained, and determined in

its conceptions and assent. The first is by the use of the

external senses, which will not deceive it; however it cannot

but receive, believe, and comply with what it comprehends

by its senses ; as what it sees, hears, and feels. The other is

by reason, wherebv it deduceth certain conclusions, from
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propositions of necessary truth ; that is, by demonstration.

But by neither of these ways can the mind be brought unto

a stability and assurance in or about things spiritual or super-

natural. For they are neither the objects of natural sense,

nor capable of a scientifical demonstration. Wherefore, a

man can have nothing but a probability or conjectural know-
ledge concerning them, unless he have some certain infalli-

ble teaching wherein he can acquiesce. And such is that of

this unction, which is truth and no lie. In and by his teach-

ing of us, namely, the mind of God as revealed in the Scrip-

ture, there is that evidence of truth communicated unto our

minds and hearts, as giveth us an immoveable assurance of

them, or thefull assurance of understanding. For God therein

'shines into our hearts, to give us the knowledge of his glory

in the face of Jesus Christ.'

Again, there is an evidence in the things themselves,

unto spiritual sense andjudgment ; Phil. i. 9. Heb. v. last. This

is that which gives the mind the highest assurance of the

truth of what it doth believe, that it is capable of in this

world. For when \i finds in itself the power and efficacy of

the truth wherein it is instructed, that it worketh, efFecteth,

and implanteth the things themselves upon it, giving and

ascertaining unto it all the benefits and comforts which they

promise or express, and is thereby united unto the soul, or

hath a real, permanent, efficacious subsistence in it ; then, I

say, hath the mind the utmost assurance in the truth of it,

which it doth or can desire in the things of this nature. But
this belongs not unto our present design.

The testimonies pleaded are sufficient for the confirma-

tion of our first general assertion, namely, TJiat it is the Holy
Spirit who teacheth us to understand aright the mind and ivill of
God in the Scripture, icithout ivhose aid and assistance we can

never do so usefully nor profitably unto our own souls. Sundry
others that speak unto the same purpose will be afterward

on various occasions insisted on.

I might add unto these testimonies, the faith and pro-

fession of the church in all ages. They all believed and pro-

fessed, that the Scriptures could not be understood and in-

terpreted without his assistance and inspiration by whom
they were indited. But it is not necessary so to do. For

those who pi'ofess a trust unto their own reason and un-
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deistanding only, cannot be so ignorant as not to know that

they have no countenance given unto their persuasion in an-

t'lquiti), unless it were by the Pehgians. But whereas there

is no profitable handling of sacred truths on any pretence,

but with an eye unto the guidance of Christian practice

;

and when that is manifest, it gives a great confirmation in

our minds unto the truth itself ; I shall, before I proceed unto

the consideration of the especial ways of the teaching of the

Holy Spirit in this matter, and the especial duties required of

us in compliance with them, that they may be effectual, di-

vert a little unto some such considerations of that nature, as

derive from this general assertion.

It is the great promise of the New Testament, that all

believers shall be SidaKToi rov Qeov, ' taught of God ;' which

our Saviour himself pleads, as the only ground of their be-

lieving ; John vi. 45. And so the apostle tells the Thessa-

lonians, that they were Oto^idaKToi, 1 Thess. iv. 9. 'taught of

God.' No man is avroSiSaKTog, taught of himself, his own
teacher and guide in sacred things. Neither can any man
have a worse master, if he trust thereunto alone. The dili-

gent use of all outward means appointed of God unto this

end, that through the knowledge of the Scripture we may
be made wise unto salvation, we always suppose. Amongst
them the ministry of the church hath the first and chiefest place

;

Eph. iv. 12— 15. For they are with me of no account, who
think it not worth the utmost of their diligence to attain the

knowledge of those 'wonderful things' tliatare in the word.

Yea, I should greatly admire at their stupidity, who will

not give so much C7'edit unto the Scripture testifying of itself,

and the suffrage of all good men with it, that there are 'won-

derful things' contained in it, so far as to inquire with their

utmost diligence, whether it be so or no, but that I know
the reasons and causes of it. But a supreme teacher there must
be, on whose wisdom, power, and authority, we ought prin-

cipally to depend, as unto this end, of being taught of God.
And hereunto the use of our own reason, the utmost improve-

ment of the rational abilities of our minds, is required. Those
who would take away the use ofour reason in spiritual things,

would deal with us, as we said before, as the Philistines did

with Samson ; first put out our eyes, and then make us

grind in their mill. The Scripture we own as the only rule
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of our faith, as the only treasury of all sacred truths. The

knowledge we aim at, is the full assurance of understanding in

the mind and will of God revealed therein. The sole inquiry

is, whether this supreme teacher be the Spirit of God in-

structing us in and by the Scripture, or whether it be the

authority of this or that, any or all of the churches in the

world, which either are so, or pretend to be so. Which of

these will it be our wisdom to choose and adhere unto ? That

the Holy Spirit hath taken this work upon himself, we have

already proved, and shall afterward farther demonstrate.

Some churches, especially that of Rome, assume this office

nnto themselves. But it is too well known to the most to

be trusted herein. And a great prejudice there lieth in this

cause against that church at first. The Holy Spirit leaves

unto us, yea, requires of us, the diligent use of the Scripture,

and exercise of our own reason in subserviency unto his

teaching. But this church requires us to renounce them

both, in compliance with herself. And can it stand in com-

petition with him? He is infallible, the unction is truth, and

it is no lie ; the Spirit is truth. This also indeed that church

pretends unto ; but with such an open affront unto all evi-

dence of truth, as the world never underwent from any of its

people before. He is absolutely, infinitely, eternally yVe^

from any design, but the glory of God, the present and eter-

nal good of them that are instructed by him. It will be very

difficult for those of Home to pretend hereunto. Yea, it is

apparent, that all the exercise of their instructing authority

lieth in a subserviency unto their ov^^n interest. When I

see that men by a pretence hereof, have gotten unto them-

selves wealth, power, principalities, dotninions, with great reve-

nues, and do use them all unto their own advantage, and
mostly to the satisfaction of their lusts, pleasures, pride, am-
bition, and the like inordinate affections, I confess I cannot

be free to deliver up blindfold the conduct of my soul unto

them. He is full of divine love and care of the souls of them
whom he doth instruct ; is it so with them, or can any crea-

ture participate in his love and care ? He is infinitely wise,

and * knoweth all things, yea the deep things of God,' and

can make known what he pleaseth of them unto us : as the

apostle discourseth ; 1 Cor. ii. They who preside in that

church are ignorant themselves as all men are, and the less
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they know it, the more ignorant they are
;
yea, for the most

part, as unto sacred things, they are comparatively so,with

respect unto other ordinary men. As a late |3ope, when some

of their divines waited for an infallible determination of a

theological controversy among them, confessed, that he had not

studied those things, nor had the knowledge of them been his pro-

fession.

But yet, notwithstanding these and several other differ-

ences between these teachers, it is marvellous to consider

how many betake themselves unto the latter of them, and

how few unto i\\eformer. And the reason is, because of the

different methods they take in teaching, and the different

qualifications they require in them that are to be taught. For

as unto them whom the Spirit of God undertaketh to in-

struct, he requireth that they be meek and humble, that they

give themselves unto continual prayer, meditation, and study

in the word day and night; above all that they endeavour a

conformity in their whole souls and lives unto the truths

that he instructs them in. These are hard conditions unto

Hesh and blood; few there are who like them, and therefore,

few they are who apply themselves unto the school of God.

We may be admitted scholars by the other teacher on far

cheaper and easier rates. Men may be made good Catho-

lics as to faith and understanding, without the least cost in

self-denial, or much trouble unto the flesh in any other duty.

There is no qualification required for the admission of a man

into the Catholic schools, and barely to be there, is to be wise

and knowing enough. Wherefore, although all advantages

ima<yinable, as unto the teachers, lie on the one hand, yet the

pretended easy way of learning casts the multitude on the

other. For it requireth more wisdom than we have of ourselves,

to be at all that charge and pains in spiritual duty, and dili-

gence in the use of all means for the right understanding of

the mind of God, which is required in and of all them, who will

advantageously partake of the teachings of the Holy Spirit;

when it is supposed we may have all the ends which we aim

at thereby, in an easy and naked assent unto the proposals

of the church, without the least farther charge or trouble.

But these are the measures of slothful and carnal minds, who

prefer their ease, their lusts, and pleasures, before their souls.

There is difficulty in all things that are excellent. Neither
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can we partake of the excellency of any thing unless we will

undertake its difficulty. But although the ways whereby

we may come unto a participation of the teaching of the

Holy Ghost, seem at first rough and uneasy, yet unto all

that engage in them, they will be found to be, ' ways of plea-

santness and paths of peace.'

It may be said. That it is evident in common experience,

that many men do attain a great knowledge and skill in the

things revealed in the Scripture, without any of that inter-

nal teaching by the illumination of their minds, which is

pleaded for ; especially if it be to be obtained by the means
now intimated, and afterward more fully to be declared. For

they themselves do renounce the necessity ofany such teach-

ing, and esteem all that is spoken of it a vain imagination

;

and not onl)^ so, but live some of them in an open defiance

of all those qualifications and duties which are required

unto a participation of these teachings. Yet it is foolish to

pretend they are not skilled in the knowledge of divinity,

seeing it is plain that they excel most other men therein
;

and therefore do sufficiently despise all them who pretend

unto any benefit by the supernatural illumination contend-

ed for.

I answer briefly in this place. It is true there are, and
ever were, some, yea many, who ' profess that they know
God, but in works deny him, being abominable and disobe-

dient.' The knowledge which such men may attain, and
which they make profession of, belongs not unto our in-

quiry ; and we may easily discern both what it is in itself,

and wherein it differs from that true knowledge of God,

which it is our duty to have. For,

1. There is in the Scripture with respect unto the mind

and will of God revealed therein, with the mysteries of truth

and grace, mention of yvComg and tTriyvwcng ;
' knowledge'

and 'acknowledgment.' The former, if it be alone, affects

only the speculative part of the mind with notions of truth.

And it is of very little use, but subject unto the highest

abuse; 1 Cor. viii. 1. i) yvCjaig (f>o(TioX. It is that which /?//^s

up men into all their proud contentions about religion, which

the world is filled withal. The other gives the mind an ex-

perience of the power and efficacy of the truth known or

discovered ; so as to transform the soul and all its affections

VOL.111. 2 E
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into it ; and thereby to give ?Lfiill assurance of understanding

unto the mind itself; Phil. i. 9. Luke i. 4. Col. i. 6.9, 10.

ii. 2. iii. 10. Rom. x. 2. Eph. i. 17. iv. 13. 1 Tim. ii. 4.

2 Tim. ii. 25. iii. 7. Tit. i. 1. 2 Pet. i. 2, 3. 8. ii. 20. It is

not worth disputing at all, what knowledge of" the first kind,

or what degree therein, men, any men, the worst of men, may
attain by their industry and skill in other common arts and

sciences. For what if they should make such a proficiency

therein, as to be filled with pride in themselves, and to con-

found others with their subtle disputations : will any real

profit redound hence unto themselves, or the world, or the

church of God ? It doth not, therefore, deserve the least

contention about it. But that ocknozdedgment of the truth

which affects the heart, and conforms the soul unto the will

of God revealed, is not attainable in any degree without the

saving if/umination of the Spirit of God.

2. Men may have a knowledge of zcords, and the w^ea;^-

iw^ of propositions in the Scripture, who have no knowledge
of the things themselves designed in them. The things re-

vealed in the Scripture are expressed in propositions whose
words and terms are intelligible unto the common reason of

mankind. Every rational man, especially if he be skilled in

those common sciences and arts which all writings refer unto,

may, without any especial aid of the Holy Ghost, know the

meaning of the propositions that are laid down in, or drawn
from, the Scripture. Yea, they can do so, who believe not
one word of it to be true ; and they do so, as well as the best

of them who have no other help in the understanding of the

Scripture, but their own reason, let them profess to believe

what they will. And whatever men understand of the mean-
ing of the words, expressions, and propositions in the Scrip-

ture, if they believe not the thingswhich they declare, they do
not in any sense knozo the mind and will of God in them. For
to know a thing as the mind of God, and not to assent unto

its truth, implieth a contradiction. I shall never grant that

a man understands the Scripture aright, who understands

the words of it only, and not the things which is the mind
of God in them. For instance, the Jews understand the

words of the Scripture of the Old Testament in its own ori-

ginal language. And they are able to perceive the gram-
matical sense and construction of the propositions contained
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in it. They are unacquainted with them and their writings,

who will not acknowledge their skill, subtilty, and accuracy

in these things. Yet will not any Christian say they under-

stand the mind, of God in the Old Testament : the apostle

sheweth the contrary, and giveth the reason for it in the

place before insisted on ; 2 Cor. iii. Such a knowledge of

the Scripture no wise man will value, let it be attained how
it will.

3. This knowledge that may be thus attained doth only

inform the mind in the way of an artificial science, but doth not

really illuminate it. And to this end men have turned divinity

into an art like other common human arts and sciences, and
so they learn it instead of a spiritual wisdom and understanding

of divine mysteries. It is true, that the knowledge of common
learned arts and sciences is of great use unto the understand-

ing of the Scripture, as unto what they have in common with

other writings, and what they refer unto that is of human
cognizance ; but to bring in all the terms, notions, and rules

of those arts and sciences into divinity, and by the mixture of

them with it, to compose a scheme of divine knowledge, is

all one as if a man should design to make up his house of the

scaffolds, which he only useth in the building of it. Such is

that knowledge of the mind of God in the Scripture, which

many aim at, and content themselves withal. And it may
be attained as any other art or science may, without any su-

pernatural aid of the Holy Spirit, and is sufficient to drive a

trade with, which, as things are stated in the world, men may
use and exercise unto their great advantage. But, as was
said before, it was not that which we inquire after. That
wisdom in the mystery of the gospel, that knowledge of the

mind and will of God in the Scripture, which affects tlie

hearty and transforms the mind in the renovation of it unto the

approbation of the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God,

as the apostle speaks, Rom. xii. 2. is alone valuable and de-

sirable, as unto all spiritual and eternal ends.

4. It doth not give Travra ttXovtov rfjc TrX7}pO(}>opiag tijq

(Tvvi(T£(i)Q tig liriyvwaiv tov ftvar^piov tov ©tou, ' all riches of

full assurance of understanding to the acknowledgment of

the mystery of God,' as, Col. ii, 2. the apostle speaks: it

gives unto men no other assurance of mind in the things that

thev know, but what they have from acknowledged principles

2 E 2
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and conclusions drawn from them, in any other science.

But that knowledge which men have of the mysteries of the

gospel by the teaching and illumination of the Holy Spirit,

gives them the riches of assurance of understanding of a higher

nature, even the assurance of faith. That assurance, I say,

which believers have in spiritual things, is of another nature

and kind, than can be attained out of conclusions that are

only rationally derived from the most evident principles.

And, therefore, doth it produce effects of another nature

both in doino- and in suffering. For this is that which effec-

tually and infallibly puts them on all those duties and that

obedience in self-denia.1, and the mortification of sin, which

the world either knoweth not or despiseth. 'For he that

hath this hope in him purifieth himself even as God is pure;'

1 John iii. 3. And this also enables them cheerfully and

joyfully to suffer all that the world can inflict on them for

the profession of those truths whereof they have that assur-

ance. But nothing of this ensues on that common know-

ledge which men may have from themselves of sacred things.

For,

5. It doth not enable men to trust in God, and adhere

firmly unto him by love. The psalmist speaking unto God,

saith, ' They that know thy name will put their trust in thee
;'

Psal, ix. 10. ' To know the name of God,' is to know the re-

velations that he hath made of himself, his mind and his will

in the Scripture. They that have this knowledge, he affirms,

' will put their trust in him.' Therefore, it is certain, that

those who put not their trust in God, have not the knowledge

of him. There is a yvojaig (j)tvdu>vvfiog, ' a knowledge falsely

so called,' which hath nothing of real spiritual knowledge

but the name. And it is generally much given to disputing,

or the maintaining of antithesises, or oppositions unto the

truth ; 1 Tim. vi. 20. But it isfalselj/ called knon-/edge, inas-

much as those in whom it is, do neither trust in God, nor ad-

here unto him in love. And we shall not much inquire, by

what means such a knowledge may be acquired.

It remaineth, therefore, notwithstanding this objection,

that all real useful knowledge of the * wonderful things' that

are in the Scripture, is an effect of God's opening our eyes by

the illuminating grace of his Holy Spirit.

1. And this will enable us ' to try the spirits,' as we are
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commanded, of many amongst us. For some there are who

at once have cast off a due respect unto their rule and guide,

the Scripture and Holy Spirit of God. Some formerly have

pretended unto such a guidance by the Spirit, as that they

have neglected or rejected the loritten word. And some pre-

tend such an adherence unto the toord, and such an ability in

their own minds and reasons to understand it, as to despise

the teaching of the Spirit. Others reject both the one and

the other, betaking themselves unto another rule and guide,

vvhereunto they ascribe all that belongs unto either or both

of them. But a wandering light it hath proved unto them,

that hath lead them into a bog of many vain imaginations

and corrupt opinions. And it is fallen out with them as

might be expected. For although the Holi/ Spirit be pro-

mised to lead us i/ito all truth, yet is he so in an especial man-
ner unto those which concern the person, offices, and grace

of our Lord Jesus Christ immediately, whose Spirit he is.

See John xvi. 13— 15. 1 John ii. 27. Those, therefore, who
renounce a dependance on him for instruction out of the word,

are either left unto palpable ignorance about these things,

or untojholish corrupt imaginations concerning them. Hence
some of them openly deny, some faintly grant, but evidently

corrupt, the truth, concerning the person of Christ ; and as

unto his offices and grace, they seem to have little regard.

And what else can be expected from such who despise the

teaching of that Spirit of Christ, who is promised to lead us

into all truth concerning him. Nor will the loudest pre-

tences of some unto the Spirit in this matter relieve them.

For we inquire not after evert/ spirit, that any one who will,

may make his boast of, but of that Spirit alone which in-

structs us in and by the written word. Until such men will

return unto the only rule and guide of Christians, until they

will own it their duty to seek for the knowledge of truth from

the Scripture alone, and in their so doing depend not on any
thing in themselves, but the saving instructions of the Spirit

of God, it is in vain to contend with them. For they and we
build on divers foundations, and their faith and ours are re-

solved into divers principles ; ours into the Scripture, theirs

into a light of their own. There are, therefore, no common
acknowledged principles between us, whereon we may con-

vince each other. And this is the cause that disputes with
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such persons are generally fruitless, especially as immixed

with that intemperancy of reviling other men, wherein they

exceed. For if that be a way either of learning or teaching

of the truth, it is what the Scripture hath not instructed us

in. When the veil shall be taken from their eyes, and they

turned unto the Lord, they will learn more modesty and hu-

mility. In the mean time, the issue between these men and

us, is this and no other. We persuade men to take the Scrip-

ture as the only rale, and the holy promised Spirit of God,

sought by ardent prayers and supplications in the use of all

means appointed by Christ for that end,ybr their guide. They
deal with men to turn into themselves, and to attend unto

the light within them : whilst we build on these most distant

principles, the difference between us is irreconcilable, and

will be eternal. Could we come to an agreement here, other

things would fall away of themselves. If we shall renounce

the Scripture, and the instruction given out of it unto the

church by the Spirit of God, betaking ourselves unto our owti

light, we are sure it will teach us nothing, but either what
they profess, or other things altogether as corrupt. And if

they on the other hand, will forego their attendance to their

pretended light, to hearken unto the voice oj" God in the Scrip-

ture only, and to beg sincerely the guidance of the Holy
Spirit therein, they will learn from thence no other thinobut

what we profess. Until, therefore, they return unto the law

and testimon I/, without which, whatsoever is pretended, there

is no light in any, we have no more to do, but labouring to

preserve the flock of Christ in the profession of the truth once

delivered unto the saints, to commit the difference between the

7vord and Spirit on the one hand, and the light ivithin on the

other, unto the decision of Jesus Christ at the last day.

2. It is from no other root that the contempt of the mys-
teries of the gospel, and the preferring of other doctrines be-

fore them, is sprung up into so much bitter fruit among us.

It is by the Spirit of wisdom and revelation alone, that our

minds are enlightened to know what is the hope of God's
calling,and what are the riches of his glorious grace. What is

his work herein upon our minds, and what upon the word it-

self, shall be afterward declared. At present, from what hath
been proved, it is sufficiently evident, that without his especial

gracious aid and assistance, no man can discern, like, or ap-
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prove, of the mysteries of the gospel. And is it any wonder,

if persons who avowedly deny most of his blessed operations,

should be either unacquainted with, or dislike, those myste-

ries, so as to prefer that which is more suited unto their natural

understanding and reason above them? For why should men
esteem of those things which they do not understand, at

least as they ought, nor will make use of the means whereby
they may be enabled so to do ? Wherefore, if there be per-

sons of such a pride and profaneness, as to undertake an in-

quiry into the Scriptures, to know the mind of God in them,

and teach it unto others, without prayers and supplications

for the teaching, leading, guidance, and assistance of the

Holy Spirit, or which is worse, contemn and despise all

those things as etithusiastical, it may not be expected that

they shovild ever understand, or' approve of, the mysteries

that are contained therein. Is it not hence that both
teachers and hearers make so slow aprogress in the knowledge
of the mysteries of the gospel, or grow so little in the know-
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? How many are

there amongst us, who for the time, and outward means are

become as babes, and have need of tnilk, and not of strong

meat ? Whence is it that so many teachers do so little en-

deavour ^o go on toperfection, but content themselves to dwell

on the rudiments or first principles of our profession? Is

there not great studying, and little profiting? great teach-

ing, and little learning ? much hearing, and little thriving ?

Do we abide in prayer, and abound in prayer, as we ought,

for that Spirit who alone can lead us into all truth! for

that unction which teaches us all things with assurance and ex-

perience. I fear here lieth our defect. However, this I

shall say, that there is no duty, which in this world we per-

form unto God, that is more acceptable unto him, than^er-

vent prayers, for a right understanding of his mind and will

in his word. For herein all the glory we give unto him,

and the due performance of all our obedience, do depend.
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CHAP. IV.

The especial ivorh of the Holy Spirit in the illumination of our minds tmto

the toiderstandinf/ of the Scripture, declared and vindicated. Objections

proposed and answered. The nature of the worh asserted. Fsal. cxix.

18. Eph. i. 18. 1 Pet. ii. 0. Col. i. 13. Luke xxiv. 25. John v. 20.

opened and vindicated.

We have, as I suppose, sufficiently confirmed our first gene-

ral assertion concerning the necessitt/ ofan especial work of the

Holy Ghost, in the illumination of onr minds, to make us under-

stand the viiml of God as revealed in the Scripture.

That which we proceed unto, is to shew the especial na-

ture of his work herein. And I shall take occasion there-

unto from the consideration of an objection that is laid

against the whole of what we affirm, which was touched on

before.

For it is said, that there is no need of this endeavour :

' All men do acknowledge that the aid of the Spirit of God
is necessary unto the study and interpretation of the Scrip-

ture. And so it is unto all other undertakings that are good

and lawful. And herein consists the blessing of God upon

man's own diligence aud endeavours. If this be that which

is intended, namely, the blessing of God upon our endea-

vours in the use of means, it is granted. But if any thing

else be designed, it is nothing, but to take off all indus-

try in the use of means, to reject all helps of reason and

learning, which is in the end to reduce into perfect enthu-

siasms.'

Ans. 1. Whether by the assignation of his ozcn zcork

unto the Spirit of God, we take away or weaken the use of

other means for the right interpretation of the Scriptures, will

be tried when we come unto the examination of those ways

and means. At present I shall only say, that we establish

them. For by assigning unto them their proper place and

use, we do manifest their worth and necessity. But those

by whom they or any of them are advanced into the place,

and unto the exclusion, of the operation of the Holy Spirit,

do destroy them, or render them unacceptable unto God, and
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useless unto the souls of men. We shall, therefore, mani-

fest that the assignations which we make in this matter unto

the Holy Spirit, do render all our use of proper means for the

right interpretation of the Scripture, in a way of duty, indis-

pensably necessary ; and the principal reason, so far as I can

understand, why some deny the necessity of the work of the

Holy Spirit herein, is because they like not those means

whose necessary use doth arise from an admission thereof.

But thus it hath fallen out in other things. Those who
have declared any thing either of the doctrine, or of the

power of the grace of the gospel, have been traduced as op-

posing the principles of morality and reason, whereas on

their grounds alone, their true value can be discovered, and

their proper use directed. So the apostle preaching faith

in Christ with righteousness, and justification thereby, was
accused to have made void the law, whereas without his

doctrine the law would have been void, or of no use to the

souls of men. So he pleads, Rom. iii. 31. 'Do we then

make void the law through faith ? God forbid, yea we esta-

blish the law.' So to this day, justification by the imputa-

tion of the righteousness of Christ, and the necessity of our

own obedience, the efficacy of divine grace in conversion,

and the liberty of our own wills, the stability of God's pro-

raises, and our diligent use of means, are supposed incon-

sistent. So it is here also. The necessity of the communi-
cation of spiritual light unto our minds to enable us to un-

derstand the Scriptures, and the exercise of our own rea-

son in the use of external means, are looked on as irrecon-

cilable. But as the apostle saith, * Do we make void the

law by faith? yea we establish it ;' though he did it not in

that place, nor unto those ends that the Jews would have

had and used it. So we may say, do we by asserting the

righteousness of Christ, make void our own obedience; by
the efficacy of grace, destroy the liberty of our wills ; by
the necessity of spiritual illumination, take away the use of

reason? yea we establish them: we do it not, it may be, in

such a way, or in such a manner, as some would fancy, and
which would render them all on our part really useless, but
in a clear consistency with, and proper subserviency unto,

the work of God's Spirit and grace.

2. That in particular which lieth before us is, to remove
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that pretence of some, that we need no other assistance of the

Spirit of Godfor the right understanding of the Scripture, but

only his blessing in general on our ozcn endeavours. To this

end two things are to be inquired into : 1. What description

is given of this trork in the Scripture, and what are the ef-

fects of it in our minds in general. 2. What is the nature

of it in particular.

I. The work itself is variously expressed in the Scrip-

ture. And it is that which, whether we will or no, we must
be determined by in things of this kind. And the variety

of expression serves both unto the confirmation of its truth,

and illustration of its nature.

(1.) It is declared by opening of our eyes ; Psal. cxix. 18.

The enlightening of the eyes of our understanding ; Eph. i. 18.

This opening of our eyes consists in the communication of

spiritual light unto our minds by the preaching of the word,

as it is declared. Acts xxvi. 17, 18. And the expression,

though in part metaphorical, is eminently instructive in the

nature of this work. For suppose the nearest and best dis-

posed proposition of any object unto our bodily eyes, with

an external light propeiiy suited unto the discovery of it,

yet if our eyes be blind, or are closed beyond our own power

to open them, we cannot discern it aright. Wherefore, on a

supposition of the proposal unto our minds of the divine

truths of supernatural revelation, and that in ways and by
means suited unto the conveyance of it unto them, which is

done in the Scripture, and by the ministry of the church with

other outward means
;
yet without this work of the Spirit of

God, called the opening of our eyes, we cannot discern it in

a due manner. And if this be not intended in this expres-

sion, it is no way instructive, but rather suited to lead us

into a misunderstanding of what is declared, and of our own
duty.^ So it is plainly expressed, Luke xxiv. 25. ' Then
opened he their understanding, that they might understand

the Scriptures.' None, I suppose, will deny but that it is the

work of the Spirit of God thus to open our eyes, or to en-

lighten our understandings, for this were to deny the express

testimonies of the Scripture, and those frequently'reiterated.

But some say, he doth this by the word o\\\y, and the preach-

ing of it. No other work of his, they affirm, is necessary

hereunto, or to make us rightly to discern the mind of God
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in the Scripture, but that it be proposed unto us in a due

manner, provided we purge our minds from prejudices, and

corrupt affections. And this is the work of the Spirit in

that he is the author of the Scriptures, which he makes use of

for our illumination. And it is granted, that the Scripture

is the only external means of our illumination. But in these

testimonies it is considered only as the object thereof. They

express a work of the Spirit or^grace of God upon our minds,

with respect unto the Scripture as its object; ' open my eyes

that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.' The

law or the Scripture, with the wonderful things contained

therein, are the things to be known, to be discovered and un-

derstood. But the means enabling us thereunto, is an in-

ternal work upon our minds themselves, which is plainly ex-

pressed in distinction from the things to be knozcn. This is

the sum of what we plead, there is an efficacious work of the

Spirit of God, opening our eyes, enlightening our under-

standings or minds, to understand the things contained in

the Scripture, distinct from the objective propositions of

them in the Scripture itself, which the testimonies urged do

fully confirui,

(2.) It is expressed, as a translation out of darkness into

light, he hath called us out of * darkness into marvellous

light ;' 1 Pet. ii. 9. ' delivered us from the power of darkness
;'

Col. i. 13. whereby we who were 'darkness became light in

the Lord ;' Eph. v. 8. That in these and the like testimonies,

the removal of the inward darkness of our minds, by the

communication of spiritual light unto them, and not merely

the objective revelation of truth in the Scripture is intended,

I have proved at large elsewhere, and therefore, shall not

again insist thereon.

(3.) It is directly called, the giving of us an understanding;

* we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an

understanding, that we may know him that is true ;' 1 John

V. 20. The object of our understanding, or that which we

'knovf, is he that is true. God himself, even the Father, is pri-

marily intended in this expression ; for in the following words

there is mention of his Son Jesus Christ, who is in like man-

ner said to be true, because of his unity in essence with the

Father. And, therefore, it is added. That this is the true God;

ver. 21. But we are to know also what concerns our being in
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him, and to know him as he is eternal life. And those things

contain the substance of all evangelical revelations, which

one way or other depend upon them, and are resolved into

them ; John xvii. 3. To know the Father the only true God,

and the Son as the true God also in the unity of the same

essence ; to know that eternal life which was with the Father,

as unto the eternal counsel and preparation of it, 1 John

i. 2. and is in the Son for its actual communication unto us

;

and to know our being in him by a participation thereof, the

things we mentioned, is to know the mind of God as re-

vealed in the Scripture ; especially these things are intended

which are foolishness unto corrupted reason, and as such are

rejected by it; 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. ii. 14.

And two things we are to inquire into with reference unto

this knowledge

:

[1.] What we are to have, to enable us unto it, and that

is an understanding.

[2.] How we come bv it, It is given us by the Son of

God.

[1.] That which we have is ^lavoia ; this word in all other

places of the New Testament, doth constantly denote the

essential faculty of our souls, which we call understanding

;

Matt, xxii.37. Mark xii.30. Luke x. 27. Eph.i. 18. ii. 3. iv.

18. Col. i. 21. Heb. viii. 10. 1 Pet. i. 13. 2 Pet. iii. 1. And
it seems in the Scripture to be distinguished from the mind,

by respect unto actual exercise only. The mind in its exer-

cise is our understanding ; but it cannot be the natural and
essential faculty of our souls, that is here intended ; for

although our natures are corrupted by sin, and not repaired

but by Jesus Christ
;
yet doth not that corruption nor re-

paration denote the destroying or new creation of this being,

or the nature of those faculties, which continue the same in

both estates : wherefore, the understanding here mentioned
is no more but a power a)id ahiliiy of mind icith respect unto

what is proposed unto as, to receive and apprehend it in a due
manner; we are not able of ourselves to know him that is true,

and the eternal life that is in him, but he hath enabled us there-

unto
; for this understandin<r is (riven us unto that end, that

we may so know him. Wherefore, whatever is proposed
unto us in the gospel, or in any divine revelation, concerning
these things, we cannot know them, at least as we ought, un-
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less we have the understanding here mentioned given unto us,

fo^ so alone do we come by it.

[2.] It is given us; that a real and effectual commumcation

unto us of the thing said to be given, I's intended in this

word, of giving from God, is evident from every place m the

Scripture where it is used. Some contend that God is said

to give things unto us, when he doth xohat lies in him that we

may enjoy them, though we are never made partakers of

them. But the assignation of this way and manner of God's

doing xchat lieth in him, where the effect designed doth not

ensue, not strictly restrained unto outward means, is scanda-

lous, and fit to be exploded out of Christian theologi/. God

says, ' What could have been done more to my vineyard

that'lhave not done;' Isa. v. 4. But the expression hath

plainly a double limitation : 1st. Unto the 7ise ofoutward means

only, concerning which God speaks in that place, and from

which he elsewhere plainly distinguisheth his giving them a

new heart, and a new spirit, that they shall all know him, and

be all taught of him. 2ndly. Unto the use of those outtvard

means that were then established, as the only way for the sea-

son ; for even in respect unto them he did more /or his vine-

yard when he granted the gospel unto it. But is it possible

that any man should think or believe that God cannot really

collate grace and mercy on the souls of men when he pleaseth ?

Is it not as easy with him, on our restoration by Christ, to

implant habits of grace on our souls, as it was at first to

create us in original rectitude and righteousness ? Wherefore,

although we may inquire what God doth, and hath done, in

this matter, according as he hath revealed it in his word, yet

to say that he doth in any thing, tvhat lieth in him, thoug'h

the thino-s which he affirms himself to do, be not effected, is

defective both in truth and piety. When he saith he hath

done such a thing, or will do so ;
for us to say, No, he hath

not done so, or he will not do so, but he hath done, or will

do, what lies in him, that it may be so, though it never be

so, nor have so been, is to make him altogether like ourselves.

But on this ground some pretend that the Son of God is said

to have given men understanding, because he hath done what

is requisite on his part in the declaration of the gospel, that

we may have it, whether ever we have it or no. But, 1st.

what he is said to have done, he had at least a design to do.
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and if he had so, why doth it not take effect ? It is, they say,

because of the unicil/ingness of men to turn nnto him, and
other vicious habits of their minds, which hinders them from

receiving instruction. But if it be so, then, (1st.) it is sup-

posed that men also in their teachings can give us an under-

standing, as well as the Son of God ; for they may teach men
the knowledge of the gospel, if they are iciUing to learn, and
have no darling lusts, or vicious habits of mind to hinder them
from learning. (2ndly.) Seeing he hath taken this work on

himself, and designs its accomplishment, cannot the Son of
God by his grace remove those vicious habits of the minds of

men, that they may have an understanding of these things ?

If he cannot, why doth he take that on him which he cannot

effect? If he wil/ not, why doth he promise to do that which

can never be done, without doing of what he will not do?
and why is he said to do (as he is according to this interpre-

tation of the words) which he hath not done, which he will

not or cannot do. 2ndly. The giving of an ujiderstanding

is in this place plainly distinguished from the proposition of
the things to be understood ; that consists in the doctrine of

the gospel, this in an ability to comprehend and know it.

Again, the words here used, of giving understanding, may
indeed express the actings or operations of men towards

others, when an external proposal of things to be understood,

with the due use of means, is intended. But yet, if under

their teaching men do not learn or comprehend the things

wherein they are instructed by them, they cannot properly

be said to have given them an understanding of it, with respect

unto their moral operation unto that end, but only to have

endeavoured so to do. But when this phrase of speech is used

to express a divine operation, which questionless may be

really physical, and so absolutely efficacious, to interpret it

concerning an endeavour that may, or may not succeed, is not

suitable unto these thoughts that become us concerning

divine operations. Nor was there any reason why the apo-

stle should emphatically assign this work, unto the Son of

God, and that as he is the true God, and eternal life ; if no

more be intended but a work of the same nature and kind,

with wliat a man might do. And if this be the sense of the

words ; it is from ourselves and not from the Son o/'Gor/,that

there is any truth in them, as unto the event. For he might
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do, it seems, what lies in him to give an joiderstanding ; and

yet no one man in the world ever had an understanding of

the nature designed ; for if it may be so with any unto whom
he is said to give an understanding, as it is professedly with

the most ; it may be so with all: not farther to debate these

things at present, whereas so excellent a grace and mercy
towards the souls of men, is here expressedly attributed unto

the Son of God, as the author of it ; namely, that he gives us

an imderstaiidiiig that we may know him, which is true ; I can-

not think, that they interpret the Scripture unto his glory,

whose exposition of this place consists in nothing but en-

deavours to prove that indeed he doth not so do.

(4.) It is expressed by teaching, leading, and guiding into

the truth ; John vi. 45. xvi. 13. 1 John ii. 20. 27. the places

have been opened before; and two things are supposed in

this expression of teaching. [1.] A mind capable of instruction,

leading, and conduct : the nature must be rational and compre-
hensive of the means of instruction, which can be so taught.

Wherefore, we do not only grant herein the use of the rational

faculties of the soul, but require their earemse and utmost im-

provement : if God teacheth we are to learn, and we cannot

learn but in the exercise of our minds. And it is in vain

pretended, that God's communication of a supernatural abi-

lity unto our minds, and our exercise of them in a way of

duty, are inconsistent ; whereas indeed they are inseparable in

all that we are taught of God. For at the same time that he

infuseth a gracious ability into our minds, he proposeth the

truth unto us, whereon that ability is to be exercised. And
if those things are inconsistent, the whole real efficacy of

God in the souls of men, must be denied ; which is to de-

spoil him of his sovereignty : but we speak now of natural

ability to receive instruction, to be taught, with the exercise

of it in learning. For these are supposed in the expression

of the communication of a spiritual ability by teaching. [2.]

A teaching suited unto that ability is promised or asserted.

Three ways of this teaching are pleaded : 1st. That it consists

in a OeoTTvevcTTia, an immediate infallible inspiration and afflatus,

of the same nature with that of the prophets and apostles of

old. But, (1st.) this takes away the distinction between the

extraordinary and ordinary gifts of the Spirit, so fully asserted

in the Scripture, as we shall elsewhere declare. And if it
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were so, God did not place in the church some prophets, see-

ing all were so, and were always to be so. 2ndly. It brings

in a neglect of the Scripture, and a levelling it into the same

state and condition with the conceptions of every one that

will pretend unto this inspiration. 3rdly. The pretence visibly

confutes itself, in the manifold mutual contradictions ofthem

that pretend unto it. And would, 4thly. thereon be a prin-

ciple, first of confusion, then of infidelity, and so lead unto

atheism. 5thly. The prophets themselves had not the know-
ledge and understanding of the mind and will of God which

w^e inquire after by their immediate inspirations, which were

unto them as the written word unto us ; but had it by the

same means as we have; 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. Hence they so

frequently and fervently praijedfor understanding, as we have

seen in the instance of David.

Wherefore, [2.] some say this teaching consists only in

the outward preaching of the word, in the ministry of the

church and other external means of its application unto our

minds. But there is not one of the testimonies insisted on,

wherein this promised teaching of God, is not distinguished

from the proposition of the word in the outward dispensa-

tion of it, as hath been proved. Besides, every one that en-

joys this teaching, that is, who is taught of God, doth really

believe and come to Christ thereby. John vi. 45. * It is

written in the prophets. And they shall be all taught of God:
every man, therefore, that hath heard and learned of the

Father cometh unto me,' saith our blessed Saviour. But
it is not thus with all, nor ever was, towards whom the most
powerful and cogent means of outward instruction have been

or are used.

Wherefore, [3.] this teaching is an internal woi-k of the

Spirit, giving light, wisdom, understanding unto our minds,

so is spoken of, and promised in an especial manner, distinct

from the outward work of the dispensation of the word, and
all the efficacy of it singly considered. One testimony will

serve to this purpose which hath been pleaded and vindicated

already. It is by an unction, that we are thus taught ; 1 John

ii. 20, 21. But the unction consists in a real communication

of supernatural gifts and graces ; whereof supernatural light

is that which is peculiarly necessary unto this end. Tlxe

communication of them all, in all fulness unto Jesus Christ
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the head of the church was his unction ; Heb. i. 9. Isa. Ixi. 1.

Wherefore, in the real participation of them in our measure

doth our unction, whereby we are tauglit, consist.

It is granted that this teaching is such as regards our own

industry in the use of means appointed unto this end, that

we may know the mind of God in the Scripture. But yet it

is such as includes an inward effectual operation of the Holy
Spirit concomitant with the outward means of teaching and

learning. When the eunuch read the prophecy of Isaiah, he

affirmed he could not understand it unless some one did guide

him. Hereon Philip opened the Scripture unto him ; but it

was the Holy Ghost that opened his heart, that he might

understand it ; for so he did the heart of Lydia, without

which she would not have understood the preaching of Paul

;

Acts xvi, 14. Wherefore, in our learning, under the conduct
or teaching of the Spirit, the utmost diligence in the exer-

cise of our own minds is required of us. And where men
are defective herein, they are said to be vayOpol ralg aKoaXg,

Heb. V. 11. 'dull in hearing,' or slow in the improvement of

the instruction given them. And it is a senseless thing to

imagine that men should be diverted from the exercise of

the faculties of their minds, merely because they are enabled

to use them unto good purpose, or successfully, which is

the effect of this internal teaching.

(5.) It is expressed 6y shining into our hearts. ' God who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined

into our hearts ; to give the light of the knowledge of the

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ;' 2 Cor. iv. 6. Je-

sus Christ is the ' image of the invisible God, the brightness

of his glory, and the express image of his person.' And that

because of the illustrious representation of all divine excel-

lencies, that are made both in his person and his mediation.

The person of the Father is the eternal fountain of infinitely

divine glorious perfections ; and they are all communicated
unto the Son by eternal generation. In his person absolutely

as the Son of God, they are all of them essentially ; in his per-

son as God-man, as vested with his offices, they are substan-

tially, in opposition unto all types and shadows
; and in the

glass of the gospel they are accidentally by revelation ; really,

but not substantially, for Christ himself is the body, the sub-
stance of all. As the image of God, so is he represented unto

VOL. 111. 2 F
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US in the glass of the gospel, and therein are we called to be-

hold the glory of God in him ; chap. iii. 18. The meaning is,

that the truth and doctrine concerning Jesus Christ, his per-

son and mediation, is so delivered and taught in the gospel,

as that the glory of God is eminently represented thereby,

or therein is revealed what we are to know of God, his mind

and his will, as he is declared by and in Jesus Christ. But

why is it then that all do not thus behold the glory of God in

the face of Jesus Christ unto whom the gospel is preached?

or whence is it that all unto whom the gospel is preached or

declared do not apprehend and understand the truth, and

reality, and glory of the things revealed or proposed? that

is, why they do not understand the mind and will of God as

revealed in the gospel ? The apostle assigneth tvv^o reasons

hereof: [I.] From what hindereth it in many : [2.] From what

is necessary unto any that so they may do.

[1.] The first is the efficacy of the temptations and sugges-

tions of Satan, whereby their minds are filled with prejudices

against the gospel and the doctrine of it, being blinded

hereby, they can see nothing of beauty and glory in it, and

so certainly do not apprehend it aright. Ver. 4. ' The God of

this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not,

lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ who is the

image of God should shine into them.' This is acknow-

ledged by all to be an obstacle against the right understand-

ing of the gospel. Unless the mind be freed from such preju-

dices as are the effects of such blinding efficacy of the sugges-

tions of Satan, men cannot attain unto the true knowledge

of the mind of God therein. How these prejudices are re-

moved we shall shew afterward. But if the mind be free, or

freed from them, then it is supposed by some, that there is

need of no more but the due exercise of its faculties with di-

ligence for that end, nor is any thing else required thereunto.

It is true, in the ordinary dispensation of divine grace, this is

required of us. But the apostle adds,

[2.] That there must, moreover, be a divine light shirnng into

our hearts, to enable us hereunto. At least he doth so that

this was granted unto them wdio then did believe. And ifwe

have it not, as well as they, I fear we do not believe in the

same manner as they did. Wherefore, although there be in

the gospel, and the doctrine of it, an illustrious representa-
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tion of the glory of God in Christ
;
yet are we not able of

ourselves to discern it, until the Holy Spirit by an act of his

almighty power do irradiate our minds, and implant a light

upon them suited thereunto. He that doth not behold the

glory of God in theface of Jesus Christ in the gospel, doth not

understand the mind and will of God as revealed therein, in

a due manner, I suppose this will be granted, seeing both

these things are but one and the same diversly expressed.

But this of ourselves we cannot do. For there is an internal

work of God upon our minds necessary thereunto. This

also is expressed in the words. It is his shining into our

hearts to give the light of this hioidedge unto us: there is a light

in the gospel ; the light of the glorious gospel of Christ; ver. 4.

But there must be a light also in our hearts, or we cannot

discern it. And this is no natural light, or a light that is

common unto all ; but it is a light that, in a way of grace, is

given unto them that do believe. And it is wrought in us

by the same kind of efficiency, as God created light at the be-

ginning of the world; namely, by a productive act of power.

It is evident, therefore, that the light in our hearts, which God
communicates unto us, that we may have the true knoAvledge

of his mind and will in the gospel, is distinct from that light

of truth which is in the gospel itself. The one is subjective,

the other is objective only ; the one is wrought in us, the

other is proposed unto us ; the one is an act of divine power
in us, the other an act of divine grace and mercy towards us.

Other ways there are whereby this operation of the Holy
Spirit in the illumination of our minds is expressed. The
instances given, and testimonies considered, are sufficient

unto our purpose. That which we are in the proof of is, that

there is more required unto a useful apprehension and un-

derstanding of the mind of God in the Scripture, than the

mere objective proposal of it unto us, and our diligent use of

outward means to come to the knowledge of it ; which yet

as we shall shew is from the Holy Spirit also. And, as the

denial hereof doth by just consequence make void the jjrin-

cipal means whereby we may come unto such an understand-

ing, namely, frequent and fervent prayers for the aid and
assistance of the Holy Spirit ; so no tolerable account can

be given of the mind of God, and the meaning of the Scrip-

ture in the places insisted on. And certainly, if we cannot

2 F 2
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understand the way and manner of the operation of the Holy

Spirit herein, it were much better to captivate our understajid-

ing unto the obedience of truth, than to wrest and pervert the

Scripture, or debase the spiritual sense of it unto a com-

pliance with our conceptions and apprehensions. But as

we have herein the suffrage of them that do believe, in their

own experience, who both value and acknowledge this grace

and privilege unto the glory of God ; so we have multiplied

instances of such as being destitute of that skill which should

enable them to make use of sundry external means, which

are in their proper place of great advantage, who yet by vir-

tue of this divine teaching are wise in the things of God, be-

yond what some others, with all their skill, can attain unto.

Moreover, the effect of this work of the Holy Spirit on the

minds of men, doth evidence of what nature it is. And this,

also, is variously expressed. As,

(1.) It is called light. ' Ye were darkness, but are now
light in the Lord ;' Eph. v. 8. The introduction of light into

the mind is the proper effect of illmnination. Men in their

natural estate, are said to be darkness, the abstract for the

concrete, to express how deeply the mind is affected with it;

for as our Saviour saith, * If the light that is in any be dark-

ness (as it is in them who are darkness), how great is that

darkness!' Matt. vi. 23. And because men are subject to

mistake herein, and to suppose themselves, with the Phari-

sees, to see, when they are blind, he gives that caution, 'Take

heed, therefore, that the light which is in thee be not dark-

ness;' Luke xi. 35. For men are very apt to please them-

selves with the working and improvement of their natural

light, which yet in the issue, with respect unto spiritual

things, will prove bat darkness. And while they are under

the power of this darkness, that is, while their minds are

deeply affected with their natural ignorance, they cannot per-

ceive spiritual things ; 1 Cor. ii. 14. no, not when they are most

evidently proposed unto them. For, although the light shine

in darkness, or cast out its beams in the evidence and glory

of spiritual truth, yet the darkness comprehendeth it uot ; John

i. 5. But by this work of the Holy Spirit we are made light

in the Lord. Light in the mind is a spiritual ability to dis-

cern and know spiritual things, as is declared, 2 Cor. iv. 6.

This is bestowed upon us, and communicated unto us by the
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Holy Spirit. There is a real difference between light and

darkness. And it is our minds that are affected with them
5

Luke xi. 35. The removal of the one, and the introduction

of the other, are things not absolutely in our own power: he

who is darkness, cannot make himself light in the Lord.

Whatever he may do in way of disposition or preparation, in

way of duty and diligence, in the utmost improvement of the

natural faculties of his mind (which no man will ever rise

unto who is under the power of this darkness, because of the

insuperable prejudices and corrupt affections that it fills

the mind withal), yet the introduction of this light is an act of

him who openeth the eyes of our understandings, and shines

into our hearts. Without this light no man can understand

the Scripture as he ought; and I shall not contend about

what they see or behold who are in darkness.

The expulsion of spiritual darkness out of our minds, and

the introduction of spmVwa/ light into them, a work so great,

that they who were darkness, whose light ivas darkness, are

made light in the Lord thereby, is an effect of the immediate

power of the Spirit of God. To ascribe other low and me-

taphorical senses unto the words, is to corrupt the Scripture,

and to deny the testimony of God. For this light he pro-

duceth in us by the same power, and the same manner of

operation, whereby he brought light out of darkness at the

creation of all things. But by this way and means it is, that

we attain the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ,

or the revelation of his mind and will in the gospel.

(2.) It is called understanding. So the psalmist prays,

* Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law ;' Psal.

cxix. 34. So the apostle speaks to Timothy, ' Consider

what I say, and the Lord give thee understanding in all

things ;' 2 Tim. ii. 7. Besides his own consideration of Vv'hat

was proposed unto him, which includes the due and diligent

use of all outward means : it was moreover necessary that God
should give him understanding by an inward effectual work of

his Spirit, that he might comprehend the things wherein he

was instructed. And the desire hereof, as of that without

which there can be no saving knowledge of the word, nor

advantage by it, the psalmist expresseth emphatically with

great fervency of spirit ; Psal. cxix. 144. ' The righteousness

of thy testimonies is everlasting. O give me understanding
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and I shall live.' Without this, he knew that he could have

no benefit by the everlasting righteousness of the testimonies

of God. All understanding indeed, however it be abused by
the most, is the work and effect of the Holy Ghost. For
' the inspiration of the Almighty giveth understanding;' Job
xxxii. 8. So is this spiritual understanding in an especial

manner. And in this understanding both the ability of our

minds and the due exercise of it is included. And this one

consideration, that the saints of God have with so much ear-

nestness prayed that God would give t/tem nnderstaiidiiig i)i his

mind and luill, as revealed in the word, with his reiterated

promises that he would so do, is of more weight with me,

than all the disputes of men to the contrary. And there is

no farther argument necessary to prove that men do not un-

derstand the mind of God in the Scripture in a due manner,

than their su])posal and confidence that so they can do,

without the communication of a spiritual understanding unto

them by the Holy Spirit of God ; which is so contrary unto

the plain express testimonies thereof.

(3.) It is called ivisdoni. For by this work on the minds

of men they are rendered ivise unto salvation. So the apo-

stle prays for the Colossians, * That God would fill them

with the knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual

understanding ;' chap. i. 9. These things may be the same,

and the latter eiegetical of the former. If there be a differ-

ence, wisdom respects things in general, in their whole si/s-

tem and complex; understanding respects particulars as they

are to be reduced unto practice. Wherefore, the spiritual

understanding which the apostle prays for, respects the mind
of God, in especial or particular places of the Scripture; and

wisdom is a skill and ability in the comprehension of the

whole system of his counsel, as revealed therein. He who
is thus made wise, and he alone, can understand the things of

God, as he ought; Dan. xii. 10. Hos. xiv. 9. Psal. cvii. 45.

Although men may bear themselves high on their learning,

their natural abilities, their fruitful inventions, tenacious

memories, various fancies, plausibility of expression, with

long study and endeavours, things good and praiseworthy in

their kind and order; yet unless they are thus made wise by
the Spirit of God, tliey will scarce attain a due acquaintance

with his mind and will. For this effect of that work is also
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expressly called knowledge; Col. i. 9. 2 Cor. iv. 6. Eph. i.

17. Col. iii. 10. Wherefore, without it we cannot have that

which is properly so called.

This is the second thing designed in this discourse. In

the first it was proved in general, that there is an effectual

operation of the Spirit of God on the minds of' men, enahling

them to perceive and understand the supernatural revela-

tions of the Scripture when proposed unto them. And in

the second is declared, what is the nature of that work, and

what are the effects of it on our minds. Both of them have

I treated merely from Scripture testimony. For in vain

shall we seek to any other way or means for what we ought

to apprehend and believe herein. Neither is the force of

these testimonies to be eluded by any distinctions or evasions

whatever. Nor whilst the authority of the Scripture is al-

lowed, can any men more effectually evidence the weakness

and depravation of their reason, than by contending that in

the exercise of it, they can understand the mind and will

of God, as revealed therein, without the especial aid and il-

lumination of the Spirit of God. Nor can any man on that

supposition, with any wisdom or consistency in his own
principles, make use, in a way of duty, of the principal means

whereby we may so understand them, as will afterward more

fully appear.

CHAP. V.

Causes of the ignorance of the mirid of God revealed in the Scripture ; and

of errors about it ; what they are ; and how they are removed.

The supposition we proceed upon in this discourse is, that

God hath revealed his mind and will unto us, as unto all things

concerning his worship, xoilh our faith and obedience therein, in

the Holy Scripture. Thereon do we inquire, by what means

we may attain the saving knotvledge of the mind of God so re-

vealed. And my principal design is to shew, what aid and

assistance we receive of the Holy Ghost unto that end. To
farther us in the knowledge hereof, I shall inquire into the

causes and reasons of that ignorance, and those misapprehen-

sions of the mind of God as revealed, which are amongst
men, and how our minds are delivered from them.
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It may be this part of our discourse might have had &
more proper place assigned unto it, after we have given the
truth pleaded a more full confirmation. But whereas an
objection may arise from the consideration of what we shall

now insist on, against the truth contended for ; I thought
it not amiss so to obviate it, as therewithal farther to illus-

trate the doctrine itself, which we labour in.

All men see, and most men complain of, that ignorance
of the mind of God, and those abominable errors, attended
with false worship, which abound in the world. How few
are there who understand and believe the truth aright?

What divisions, what scandals, what animosities, what violence,

mutual rage, and persecutions, do ensue hereon, among them
that are called Christians, is likewise known. Hence some
take occasion to countenance themselves in an open declen-

sion unto atheism, some unto a great indifferency in all reli-

gion, some to advance themselves and destroy others, by the

advantage of their opinions, according as they are prevalent

in some times and places. A brief inquiry into the causes
of that darkness and ignorance which is in the world amongst
men outwardly owning the doctrine of the gospel, and es-

pecially of the errors and heresies which do abound above
what they have done in most ages, may be of use to pre-

serve us from those evils. A subject this is, that would re-

quire much time and diligence unto the handling of it in a

due manner. I intend only at present to point at the heads

of some few things, the observation whereof may be of use

unto the end designed.

Those of the Roman church tell us, that the cause here-

of is the obscurity, difficulty, and perplexity of the Scripture.

If men will trust thereunto as their only guide, they are

sure to miscarry. Wherefore, the only relief in this matter

is, that we give up our souls unto the conduct of their church,

which neither can err nor deceive. So indeed said Adam
of old, when he was charged with his sin and infidelity

;

' The woman that thou gavest to be with me, she gave me
of the tree, and I did eat/ But whereas it is an evil, yea,

the greatest of evils, whose causes we inquire after, it seems
in general more rational that we should seek for them in

ourselves, than in any thing that God hath done. For he

nlone is srood and we are evil.
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It is granted that God hath given us his word, or the

holy Scriptures as a declaration of his mind and will ; and
therefore, he hath given it unto us for this very end and pur-

pose, that we may know them and do them. But whereas

many men do fail herein, and do not understand aright what
is revealed, but fall into pernicious errors and mistakes unto

his dishonour and their own ruin, is it meet to say unto

God, that this comes to pass from hence, because the reve-

lation he hath made of these things is dark, obscure, and intri-

cate! or the Scripture which thou hast given us doth deceive

us? would a due reverence or deferency unto the wisdom,

goodness, and love ofGod unto mankind be preserved therein

;

Audax omnia perpeti

Gens humana ruit per vetitum nefas.*

What will not the prejudices and corrupt interests of

men carry them out into ? God will for ever preserve those

that are his, in an abhorrency of that religion, be it what
it will, that by any means leads unto an undervaluation of

that revelation of himself, which in infinite wisdom and

goodness he hath made unto us.

But is it because there is no reason to be given of this

evil from the minds of men themselves, that it is thus

ascribed unto God? May not as well all the wickednesses

that the world is filled withal be ascribed unto him and

what he hath done ? Doth not each one see a sufficient cause

hereof even in himself, if he were not delivered from it by
the power of the Spirit and grace of God? Do not other men
who fail in the right knowledge of God, especially in any

important truths, sufficiently evidence in other things, that

the root of this matter is in themselves ? Alas ! how dark are

the minds of poor mortals, how full of pride and folly ? I

shall say with some confidence, he who understands not that

there is reason enough to charge all the errors, ignorance,

and confusions in religion, that are, or ever were, in the

world, without the least censure of obscurity, insufficiency,

or intricacy in the Scripture, on the minds of men, and those de-

praved affections whose prevalency they are obnoxious unto,

are themselves profoundly ignorant of the state of all things

above and here below.

We must, therefore, inquire after the causes and reasons of

these things among ourselves, for there only they will be found.

^ Hoiat. Od. lib. I. .3. 25.
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And these causes are of two sorts : 1 . That ivhich is genet al,

and the spring of all others ; 2. Those ivhick are particular,

that arise and branch themselves from thence.

1 . The first and general cause of all ignorance, error, and

misunderstanding of the mind and will of God, as revealed

in the Scripture, among all sorts of men, whatever their par-

ticular circumstances are, is the natural vatiity and dark/iess

with which the minds of all men are depraved. The nature of

this depravation of our minds by the fall, and the effects of

it, I have fully elsewhere declared. Wherefore, I now take

it for granted, that the minds of all men are naturally prepos-

sessed with this darkness and vanity, from whence they are

not, from whence they cannot, be delivered but by the saving

illumination of the Spirit and grace of God. But because

I have so largely treated of it both in the 'Discourses of the

Dispensation of the Spirit,' Book iii. ch. 3. as also in those

concerning the ' Apostacy of these latter times,' 1 shall not

again insist upon it.

Two-things I shall only observe unto our present purpose

:

namely, (1.) That herein) the mind is kept offfrom discerning the

glori/ and beauty of spiritual heavenly truth, and from being

sensible of its power and efficacy ; John i. 5. (2.) That it is

by the same means, inclined unto all things that are vain, cu-

rious, superstitious, carnal, suited unto the interest of pride,

lust, and all manner of corrupt affections. Hence, whatever

other occasions of error and superstition may be given or

taken, the ground of their reception, and of all adherence

unto them, is the uncured vanity and darkness of the minds of

men by nature. This is the mire wherein this rush doth grow.

And the consideration hereof, will rectify our thoughts

concerning those whom we see daily to icanderfrom the truth,

or to live in those misapprehensions of the mind of God,

which they have imbibed, notwithstanding the clear revela-

tion of it unto the contrary. Some think it strange that it

should be so, and marvel at them: some are angry with

them, and some would persecute and destroy them. We
may make a better use of this consideration ; for we may
learn from it the sad corruption and depravation ofour minds in

our estate of apostacy from God. Here lies the seed and
spring of all the sin, evil, and disorder, which we behold and

suffer under in religious concerns in this world. And if we
consider it aright, it will serve.
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[1.] To impress a due sense of our own condition upon our

minds, that we may be humbled. And in humility alone

there is safety. ' His soul which is lifted up, is not upright

in him;' Hab. ii. 4. for he drmvs back from God, and God
hath no pleasure in him, as the apostle expounds those

words ; Heb. x. 38. It was in the principles of our nature,

to adhere sacredly unto the Jii'st truth, to discern and abhor

every false way : we were created with that light of truth in

our minds, as was every way able to guide us, in all that we
had to believe or do, with respect unto God, or our own
blessedness for ever. But in the room thereof, through our

wretched apostacy from God, our mind is become the seat

and habitation of all vanity, disorder, and confusion. And
no way doth this more discover itself, than in the readiness

and proneness of multitudes, to embrace whatever is crook-

ed, perverse, and false in religion, notwithstanding the clear

revelation that God hath made of the whole truth concerning

it in the Scripture. A due reflection hereon, may teach us

hmnility and self-abasement. For we are by nature children

of wrath, even as others; neither have we any good thing

that we have not received. It is better, therefore, to be con-

versant with such thoughts on this occasion, than to be filled

with contempt of, or icrath against, those whom we see yet suf-

fering under those woful effects of the general apostacy

from God, wherein we were equally involved with them. Yea,

[2.] It will teach us pity and compassion towards those

whose minds do run out into the spiritual excesses men-
tioned. The merciful high-priest of the whole church * hath

compassion on the ignorant, and them that wander out of the

way ;' Heb. v. 2. and it is conformity unto him in all things,

which ought to be our principal design, if we desire to be

like unto him in glory. Want hereof is the ruin of religion,

and the true cause of all the troubles that its profession is

encumbered withal at this day.

It is true, for the most part, there is an interposition of

corrupt affections seducing the minds of men from the truth.

With these are they tossed up and down, and so driven with

the winds of temptations that befal them. But is it huma-

nity to stand on the shore, and seeing men in a storm at sea,

wherein they are ready every moment to be cast away, and

perish, to storm at them ourselves, or to shoot them to death.
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or to cast fire into their vessel, because they are in danger of

being- drowned ? Yet no otherwise do we deal with themwhom
we persecute, because they miss the knowledge of the truth,

and it may be raise a worse storm in ourselves, as to our own
morals, than they suffer under in their intellectuals. Concerning

such persons the advice of the apostle is, * Of some have com-

passion making a difference, and others save with fear, pull-

ing them out of the fire;' Jude 22, 23. Some are so given

up in their apostacy, as that they sin unto death, with such

we are not to concern ourselves; 1 John v. 16. But it is very

rare that we can safely make that judgment concerning any

in this world. Sometimes, no doubt, we may, or this rule

concerning them had never been given. As unto all others,

the worst of them, those that are in thefire, the frame of our

minds acting towards them, are here presented unto us;

compassion of their present state, ^\\(\.fear of their future

ruin, we ought to be possessed with, and acted by. But

how few are they who are so framed and minded towards

them, especially such as by their enormous errors seem to be

fallen into the fire of God's displeasure ? Anger, wrath, fury,

contempt, towards such persons, men tliink to be their

duty ; more contrivances there are usually how they may
be temporally destroyed, than how they may be eternally saved.

But such men profess the truth as it were by chance. They

never knew what it is to learn it aright, nor whence the

knowledge of it is to be received, nor were ever under its

power or conduct. Our proper work is to save such persons,

what lies in us, pidling them out of thejire. Duties of diffi-

culty and danger unto ourselves, may be required hereunto

:

it is easier, if we had secular power with us, to thrust men
into temporalJire for their errors, than to free them from eter-

nalfire by the truth. But if we were governed with compas-

sion for their souls, and fear of their ruin, as it is our duty to

be, we would not decline any office of love required thereunto.

[3.] Hath God led us into the truth, hath he kept us from

every false way, it is evident that we have abundant cause

of gratitude and fruitfulness. It is a condition more despe-

rate than that of the most pernicious errors, to hold the truth

in unrighteousness; and as good not know the Lord Jesus

Christ, as to be barren in the knowledge of him. It is not,

we see, o? ourselves, that we either know tlie truth, or love
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it, or abide in the profession of it. We have nothing of this

kind, but what we have received ; humility in ourselves, use-

fulness towards others, and thankfulness unto God, ought to

be the effect of this consideration.

This is the first general cause of men's misapprehension

of the mind and will of God, as revealed in the Scripture.

The revelation itself is plain, perspicuous, and full of light.

' But this light shineth into darkness, and the darkness

comprehendeth it not.' The natural darkness and blindness

which is in the minds of men, with the vanity and instability

which they are attended with, causeth them to wrest the

Scriptures unto their own destruction. And for this sort of

men to complain, as they do horribly in the papacy, of the

obscurity of the Scripture, is all one as if a company of blind

men should cry out of an eclipse of the sun, \vhe.\\ he shineth

in his full strength and glory. How this darkness is re-

moved and taken away by the effectual operation of the

Holy Spirit in our illumination, I have elsewhere at large dis-

coursed.

2. Corrupt affections, prevalent in the minds of men, do

hinder them from a right understanding of the mind of God
in the Scripture. For hereby are they effectually inclined

to wrest and pervert the truth, or are filled with prejudices

against it. This is the next cause of all ignorance and error,

where we must seek for the particular causes of them before

proposed. The principal reason why the generality of men

attain not a right understanding of the mind and will of God
in the Scripture, is the corrupt affections that are predominant

in their own minds, whereby they are exposed unto all sorts

of impressions and seductions from Satan, and the agents

for his kingdom and interest. So the apostle tells us, that

* unlearned and unstable men, do wrest the Scripture unto

their own destruction ;' 2 Pet. iii. 16. And another, that

these ' unlearned and unstable persons, are men of corrupt

minds ;' 1 Tim. vi. 5. 2 Tim. iii. 8. that is, such whose minds

are peculiarly under the power of perverse and corrupt af-

fections. For these affections are OeXrjiJiaTa rrig ^lavoiag, Eph.

ii. 3. The ivills of the mind, such as carry it with an impetu-

ous inclination towards their own satisfaction, and such as

render it obstinate and perverse in its adherence thereunto.

These are the root of ihoitjilthiness and superfluity of naughti-
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ness which must be cast out before we can 'receive the in-

grafted word with meekness;' James i. 11. Some few of

them may be named.

(1.) Pride, or carnal co)iJidence in our own wisdom and abi-

lity of mind for all the ends of our duty towards God, and

this in especial of understanding his mind and will, either

keeps the souls of men under the bondage of darkness

and ignorance, or precipitates them into foolish apprehen-

sions or pernicious errors. As spiritual pride is the worst

sort of pride, so this is the worst degree of spiritual pride

;

namely, when men do not acknowledge God in these

things as they ought, but lean unto their own understand-

ings. This is that which ruined the Pharisees of old, that

they could not understand the mind of God in any thing

unto their advantage. It is the meek, the humble, the lotvly

in mind, those that are like little children, that God hath pro-

mised to teach. This is an eternal and unalterable law of

God's appointment, that whoever will learn his mind and

will as revealed in the Scripture, must be humble and lowly,

renouncing all trust and confidence in themselves. And
whatever men of another frame do come to know, they know
it not according to the mind of God, nor according to their

own duty, nor unto their advantage. Whatever knowledge

they may have, however conspicuous it may be made by their

natural and acquired abilities, however it may be garnished

with a mixture of secular literature, whatever contempt it

may raise them unto of others, such as the Pharisees had of

the people, whom they esteemed accursed because they kneiu

not the law, yet they knew nothing as they ought, nothing

unto the glory of God, nothing to the spiritual advantage

of their own souls ; and v/herein is their knowledge to be ac-

counted of? Indeed the knowledge of a proud man, is the

throne of Satan in his mind. To suppose that persons un-

der the predominancy of pride, self-conceit, and self-confi-

dence, can understand the mind of God, as revealed in a due

manner, is to renounce the Scripture, or innumerable positive

testimonies given in them unto the contrary. Such persons

cannot make use of any one means of spiritual knowledge

that God requires of them in a way of duty, nor improve any

one truth which they may know unto their good. There-

fore our Saviour tells the proud Pharisees, notwithstanding



UNDERSTANDING THE MIND OF GOD. 447

all their skill in the letter and tittles of the Scripture, ' That

they had not heard the voice of God at any time, nor seen

his shape, neither had they his word abiding in them;' John

V. 37, 38. They had no right knowledge of him, as he had

revealed and declared himself.

Men infected with this leaven, having their minds tainted

with it, have been the great corrupters of divine truth, in all

ages. Such have been the ringleaders of all heresies, and

such were they, who have turned the knowledge of the will

of God proposed in the Scripture, into a ivrangling science

filled with niceties, subtilties, curiosities, futilous terms of
art, and other fuel for the minds of fiery contenders in

wrangling disputations.

And this kind of self-conjidence is apt to befal all sorts of

men. Those of the meanest capacity may be infected with

it, no less than the wisest or most learned. And we fre-

quently see persons, whose weakness in all sound know-
ledge, and insufficiency for the use of proper means unto

the attaining of it, might seem to call them unto humility

and lowliness of mind in an eminent manner, yet lifted up
unto such a degree of spiritual pride and conceit of their own
understandings, as to render them useless, troublesome, and
offensive unto men of sober minds. But principally are

they exposed hereunto, who either really, or in their own
apprehensions, are exalted above others in secular learning,

and natural or acquired abilities. For such men are apt to

think that they must needs know the meaning of the Holy
Ghost in the Scriptures better than others, or at least, that

they can do so, if they will but set themselves about it.

But that which principally hinders them from so doing, is

their conceit that so they do. They mistake that for divine

knowledge which is in them the great obstruction of it.

(2.) The love of honour and praise among men is another

corrupt affection of mind, of the same nature and efficacy

with that before named. This is so branded by our Saviour

as an insuperable obstacle against the admission of sacred

light and truth, that no more need be added thereunto. See

John V. 44. xii. 43.

(3.) A pertinacious adherence unto corrupt traditions and in-

veterate errors quite shuts up the way unto all wisdom and
spiritual understanding. This ruined the church of the Jews
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of old, and makes at present that of the Romanists incura-

ble. What their forefathers have professed, what them-

selves have imbibed from their infancy, what all their out-

ward circumstances are involved in, what they have advan-

tage by, what is in reputation with those in whom they are

principally concerned, that shall be the truth with them and

nothing else. Unto persons whose minds are wholly viti-

ated with the leaven of this corrupt affection, there is not

a line in the Scripture whose sense can be truly and clearly

represented. All appears in the colour and figure that their

prejudices frame in their minds. When the Lord Christ

came forth first unto the preaching of the gospel, there

' came a voice from heaven, saying. This is my beloved

Son in whom I am well pleased, hear him;' Matt. xvii.

5. Neither was this command given unto them alone who
heard it immediately from the excellent glory as Peter speaks,

2 Pet. i. 17. but as recorded in the word, is given equally

unto every one, that would learn any thing of the mind and

will of God in a due manner. No man can learn but by the

hearing of him; unto him are we sent for the learning of our

spiritual knowledge. And no other way doth he speak unto us

but by his word and Spirit. But where the minds of men are

prepossessed with apprehensions of what they have received

from the authority of other teachers, they have neither de-

sire, design, readiness, nor willingness to hear him. But if

men will not forego all pre-imbibed opinions, prejudices, and

conceptions of mind, however riveted into them by tradi-

tions, custom, veneration of elders, and secular advantages,

to hearken unto and receive whatever he shall speak unto

them, and that with a humble, lowly frame of heart, they will

never learn the truth, nor attain afull assurance ofunderstand-

ing in the mysteries of God. These inveterate prejudices,

are at this day those which principally shut out the truth,

and set men together by the ears all the world over, about re-

ligion and the concerns thereof. Hence is all the strife,

rage, tumult, and persecution that the world is filled withal.

Could men but once agree to lay down all those presump-

tions which either wit, or learning, or custom, or interest,

and advantage have influenced them withal, at the feet of

Jesus Christ, and resolve in sincerity to comply with that

alone which he doth teach them, and to forego whatever is
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inconsistent therewith; the ways unto truth and peace would
be more laid open than otherwise they are like to be.

(4.) Spiritual sloth is of the same nature,,and produceth

the same effect. The Scripture frequently giveth us in

charge to use the utmost of our diligence in the search of,

and for the finding out of, spiritual truth, proposing unto us

the example of those that have done so before ; Josh- i. 8.

Psal. i. 1. Prov. ii. 2—6. John v. 39. 1 Pet. i. 11, 12. And
any rational man would judge that if it had not been so ex-

pressly given us in charge from God himself, if it had not been

a means appointed and sanctified unto this end, yet that the

nature of the thing itself, with its importance unto our duty

and blessedness, are sufficient to convince us of its necessity.

It is truth, it is heavenlj/ truth, we inquire after : that, on the

knowledge or ignorance whereof, our eternal blessedness or

misery doth depend. And in a due perception thereof alone,

are the faculties of our minds perfected according to the

measure which they are capable of in this life. Therein

alone can the mind of man find rest, peace, and satisfaction,

and without it must always wander in restless uncertainties,

and disquieting vanities. It is a notion implanted on the

minds of all men, that all truth lies deep, and that there is

great difficulty in the attainment of it. The minds of most
are imposed on by specious appearances of falsehood.

Wherefore, all wise men have agreed that ivithout our utmost

care and diligence in the investigation of the truth, we must
be contented to walk in the shades of ignorance and error.

And if it be thus in earthly things, how much more is it

so in heavenly? As spiritual supernatural truth is incom-
parably to be valued above that which relates unto things

natural ; so it is more abstruse, and of a more difficult in-

vestigation. But this folli/ is befallen the minds of the ge-

nerality of men, that of all things they suppose there is least

need of pains and diligence to be used in an inquiry after

those things which the angels themselves desire to hoto down and
look into, and which the prophets of old inquired and search-

ed after with all diligence. Whatever be their notion here-

of, yet practically it is evident, that most men through pride

and sloth, and love of sin, are wholly negligent herein. At*

least they will not apply themselves to those spiritual means,
-without the use whereof the knowledge of divine truth will

VOL. III. 2 G
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not be attained. It is generally supposed that men may be

as wise in these things as they need to be, at a very easy

rate. The folly of men herein can never be enough be-

wailed ; they regard spiritual truth as if they had no con-

cernment in it, beyond what custom and tradition puts them

on, in reading chapters or hearing sermons : they are wholly

under the power of sloth, as unto any means of spiritual

knowledge.

Some indeed will labour diligently in the study of those

things which the Scripture hath in common with other arts

and sciences; such are the languages wherein it was writ, the

stories contained in it, the ways of arguing which it useth with

scholastical accuracy in expressing the truth supposed to be

contained in it. These things are great in themselves, but

go for nothing when they are alone. Men under the utmost

efficacy o^ spiritual sloth may be diligent in them, and make
a great progress in their improvement. But they are spi-

ritual objects and duties that this sloth prevails to alienate

the minds of men from, and make tliem negligent of; and

what are those duties I sliall afterward manifest.

The consideration I say, of the state of things in the

world, gives so great an evidence of probability, that, what

through the pride and self-conceit of the minds of many, re-

fusing a compliance with the means of spiritual knowledge,

and excluding all gracious qualifications indispensably re-

quired unto the attaining of it; what through the power of
corrupt traditions, imprisoning the minds of men in a fatal ad-

herence unto them, preventing all thoughts of a holy inge-

nuous inquiry into the mind of God, by the only safe infalli-

ble revelation of it; and what through the power of spiritual

sloth indisposing the minds of the most unto an immediate

search of the Scripture
;
partly with apprehensions of its

difficulty, and notions of learning the truth contained in it

by other means; and what through ?i traditional course of
studying divinity, as an art or science to be learned out of

the writings of men ; the number is very small of them who
diligently, humbly, and conscientiously endeavour to learn

the truth from the voice of God in the Scripture, or to grow
wise in the mysteries of the gospel by such ways as wherein

alone that wisdom is attainable. And, is it any wonder, if

many, the greatest number of men, wander after vain iraagi-
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nations of their own or others, whilst the truth is neglected

or despised ?

(5.) Again, there is in the minds of men by nature a love

of sin, which causeth them to hate the truth; and none can

understand it but those that love it. In the visible church

most men come to know of the truth of the gospel as it were

whether they will or no. And the general design of it they

find to be a separation between them and their sins. This sets

them at a distance from it in affection, whereon they can never

make any near approach unto it in knowledge or under-

standing. So we are assured, John iii. 19, 20. ' Light is

come into the world, and men love darkness rather than

light, because their deeds are evil. For every one that doeth

evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his

deeds should be reproved.' Persons under the power of

this frame take up under the shades of ignorance, and cor-

rupt imaginations. And if they should attempt to learn the

truth they would never be able so to do.

Lastly, Satan by his temptations and suggestions doth

variously affect the minds of men, hindering them from dis-

cerning the mind of God, as revealed in the Scripture. ' The
god of this world blinds the eyes of them that believe not,

lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the

image of God, should shine unto them ;' 2 Cor. iv. 4. The
ways and means whereby he doth so, the instruments which

he useth, the artifices and methods which he applieth unto

his ends, with his application of himself unto them according

unto all occasions, circumstances, opportunities, and provo-

cations, in great variety, were worth our inquiring into, but

that we should too much digress from onr present design.

I have but mentioned these things, and that as instances

of the true original causes of the want of understanding, and

misunderstanding of the revelation of the mind of God in

the Scripture. Many more of the same nature might be add-

ed unto them, and their effectual operations unto the same
end, be declared. But the mention of them here is only oc-

casional, and such as will not admit of a farther discussion.

But b)"^ these and the like depraved affections it is, that the

original darkness and enmity of the minds of men against spi-

ritual truth, and all the mysteries of it do exert themselves

;

2 G 2
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and from them do all the error, superstition, and false wor*

ship that the world is filled withal, proceed. For,

Whilst the minds of men are thus affected, as they can-

not understand and receive divine spiritual truths, in a due

manner, so are they ready and prone to embrace whatever is

contrary thereunto. If, therefore, it be the work of the Spi-

rit of God alone in the renovation of our minds to free them

from the power of these vicious depraved habits, and conse-

quently the advantages that Satan hath against them there-

by, there is an especial work of his necessary to enable us to

learn the truth as we ought. And for those wdio have no re-

gard unto these things, who suppose that in the study of

the Scripture all things come alike unto all, to the clean and

to the unclean, to the humble and the proud, to them that

hate the garments spotted with the flesh, and those that both

love sin and live in it, they seem to know nothing either of

the design, nature, power, use, or end of the gospel.

The removal of these hinderances and obstacles is the

work of the Spirit of God alone. For,

1. He alone communicates th^t spiritual light unto our

minds, which is the foundation of all our relief against these

obstacles of, and oppositions unto, a saving understanding of

the mind of God.

2. In particular he freeth, delivereth, and purgeth our

minds from all those corrupt affections and prejudices, which

are partly inbred in them, partly assumed by them, or im-

posed on them. For the artifice of Satan in turning the

minds of men from the truth, is by bringing them under the

power of corrupt and vicious habits, which expel that frame

of spirit which is indispensably necessary unto them that

would learn it. It is indeed our duty so to purify and purge

ourselves. We ought to cast out all ' filthiness and superfluity

of naughtiness,' that we * may receive the ingrafted word

with meekness;' James i. 21. 'To purge ourselves from

these things, that we may be vessels unto honour, sanctified

and meet for our master's use, and unto every good work ;'

2 Tim. ii. 21. If it be not thus with us, let the pride and

folly of men pretend what they please, we can neither learn,

nor know, nor teach, the mind of God as we ought. And
what men may do without giving glory unto God, or the
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bringing of any spiritual advantage unto their own souls,

we inquire not, seeing it belongeth only equivocally unto

Christian religion. But although it is our duty thus to

purge ourselves, yet it is by the grace of the Holij Spirit that

so we do. Those who under a pretence of our own duty

would exclude in any thing the efficacious operations of the

Holy Ghost ; or, on the other hand, on the pretence of his

grace and its efficacy, would exclude the necessity of dili-

gence in our duties ; do admit but of one half of the gospel,

rejecting the other. The whole gospel asserts and requireth

them both unto every good act and work. Wherefore, the

purging of ourselves \& that which is not absolutely in the

power of our natural abilities. For these corrupt affections

possess, and are predominant in the mind itself, and all its

actings are suited unto their nature, and influenced by their

-power. It can never, therefore, by its own native ability

free itself from them. But it is the work of this great puri-

fier and sanctifier of the church, to free our minds from these

corrupt affections, and inveterate prejudices, whereby we are

alienated from the truth, and inclined unto false conceptions

of the mind of God. And unless this be done, in vain shall

we think to learn the truth as it is in Jesus. See 1 Cor. vi.

11. Tit. iii. 3,4. Rom. viii. 13. Eph. iv. 20—24.
3. He implants in our minds spiritual habits and principles

contrary and opposite unto those corrupt affections, where-

by they are subdued and expelled. By him are our minds
made humble, meek, and teachable, through a submission unto

the authority of the word, and a conscientious endeavour to

conform ourselves thereunto.

It was always agreed that there were ordinarily prepara-

tions required unto the receiving of divine illuminations

;

and in the assignation of them many have been greatly de-

ceived. Hence some in the expectation of receiving divine

revelations, have been imposed on by diabolical delusions,

which by the working of their imaginations they had pre-

pared their minds to give an easy admission unto. So was
it among the Heathen of old, who had invented many ways
unto this purpose, some of them horrid and dreadful. And so

it is still with all enthusiasts. But God himself hatli plainly

declared what are the qualifications of those souls, which are

meet to be made partakers of divine teachings, or ever shall
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be so. And these are, as they are frequently expressed,

meekness, humility, godly fear, 7'everence, submission of soul and

conscience unto the authority of God, with a resolution and

readiness for and unto all that obedience which he I'equireth

of us, especially that which is internal in the hidden man of

the heart. It may be some will judge that we wander very

far from the matter of our inquiry ; namely, Hoiv ice may come

vnto the knowledge of the mind of God in the Scripture, or we
may aright understand the Scripture, when we assign these

things as means thereof, or preparations thereunto. For al-

though these are good things (for that cannot be denied),

yet it is ridiculous to urge them as necessary unto this end, or

of any use for the attaining of it. Learning, arts, tongues,

sciences, with the rules of their exercise, and the advantage

of ecclesiastical dignity, are the things that are of use herein,

and they alone. The most of these things and sundry other

of the same kind, we acknowledge to be of great use unto

the end designed, in their proper place; and what is the due
use of them shall be afterward declared. But we must not

forego what the Scripture plainly instructeth us in, and
which the nature of the things themselves doth evidence to

be necessary, to comply with the arrogance and fancy of any,

or to free ourselves from their contempt.

It is such an understanding of the Scripture, of the di-

vine revelation of the mind of God therein, as wherein the

spiritual illumination of our minds doth consist, which we
inquire after; such a knowledge as is useful and profitable

unto the proper ends of the Scripture towards us, that which
we are taught of God, that we may live unto him. These

are the ends of all true knowledge. See 2 Tim. iii. 14— 17.

And for this end the furnishment of the mind with the graces

before mentioned is the best preparation. He bids defiance

unto the gospel by whom it is denied. ' God resisteth

the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.' Whatever be

the parts or abilities of men, whatever diligence they may
use in the investigation of the truth, whatever disciplinary

knowledge they may attain thereby, the Spirit of God never

did, nor ever will, instruct a proud unhumhled soul in the

right knowledge of the Scripture as it is a divine revelation.

It is by these gracious (jualifcations alone whereby we may be

enabled to cast out all filthiness and superfluity of naughti-
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ness, SO as to receive the ingrafted word with meekness, which

is able to save our souls.

Our blessed Saviour tells us, ' that unless we be con-

verted, and become as little children, we cannot enter into

the kingdom of heaven;' Matt, xviii. 3. We cannot do so,

unless we become humble, meek, tender, iveaned from high

thoughts of ourselves, and are purged from prejudices by cor-

rupt affections, and I value not that knowledge which will

not conduct us into the kingdom of heaven, or which shall be

thence excluded. So God hath promised that 'the meek he

will guide in judgment, the meek he will teach his way ; the

secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and he will

shew them his covenant ; and what man is he that feareth

the Lord, him shall he teach in the way;' Psal. xxv. 9. 12.

14, And so we are told plainly, that ' evil men understand

not judgment, but they that fear the Lord understand all

things ;' Prov. xxviii. 5.

Now all these graces whereby men are made teachable,

capable of divine mysteries, so as to lear)i the truth as it is in

Jesus, to understand the mind of God in the Scriptures, are

wrought in them byj the Holy Spirit, and belong unto his

work upon our minds in our illumination. Without this the

hearts of all men are fat, their ears heavy, and their eyes

sealed, that they can neither hear, nor perceive, nor under-

stand the mysteries of the kingdom of God.

These things belong unto the work of the Holy Spirit

upon our minds (as also sundry other instances might be

given unto the same purpose); in our illumination, or his en-

abling of us rightly to understand the mind of God in the

Scripture. But, whereas whoever is thus by him graciously

prepared and disposed, shall be taught in the knowledge of

the will of God, so far as he is concerned to know it in point

of duty, if so be he abide in the ordinary use of outward

means, so there are sundry other things necessary unto the

attaining of farther useful degrees of this knowledge and un-

derstanding; whereof 1 shall treat afterward.
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CHAP. VI.

The work of the Holy Spirit in the composing and disposal of the Scripture

as a means ofsacred illumiJiation ; the perspicuity of the Scripture unto

the understanding of the mind of God declared and vindicated.

There is yet another part of the work of the Holy Spirit with

respect unto the illumination of our minds, which must also be

inquired into. And this concerneth the Scripture itself. For

this he hath so given out, and so disposed of, as that it

should be a moral way or means for the communication of

divine revelations unto the minds of men. For this also is an

effect of his infinite wisdom and care of the church design-

ing to enlighten our minds with the knowledge of God, he

prepared apt instruments for that end. That, therefore,

which we shall declare on this head of our discourse is, that

the Holy Spirit of God hath prepared and disposed of the Scrip-

ture, so as it might be a most sufficient and absolutely perfect way
nndmeans ofcommunicating unto our minds that saving knoioledge

of God and his will which is needful, that zee may live unto him,

and come unto the enjoyment of him in his glory. And here

sundry things must be observed.

First, The Holy Spirit hath not in the Scripture reduced

and disposed its doctrines or supernatural truths into any system,

order, or method. Into such a method are the principal of

them disposed in our catechisms, and systems of divinity, creeds,

and confessio/is offaith. For whereas the doctrinal truths of

the Scripture have a mutual respect unto, and dependence

on, one another, they may be disposed into such an order to

help the understandings and the memories of men. There is

indeed in some of the Epistles of Paul, especially that unto

the Romans, a methodical disposition of the most important

doctrines of the gospel. And from thence are the best me-

thods of our teaching borrowed. But in the ivhole Scripture

there is no such thing aimed at. It is not distributed into

common places, nor are all things concerning the same truth

methodically disposed under the same head : but its contex-

ture and frame is quite of another nature. From this consi-

deration some think they have an advantage to charge the
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Scripture with obscurity: and do thereon maintain that it was

never intended to be such a revelation of doctrines as should

be the rule of our faith. Had it been so, the truths to be

believed would have been proposed in some order unto us, as

a creed, or confession of faith, that we r^ight at once have had

a view of them, and been acquainted with them. But

whereas they are now left to be gathered out of a collection

of histories, prophecies, prayers, songs, letters, or epistles, such as

the Bible is composed of, they are difficult to be found, hard

to be understood, and never perfectly to be learned. And
doubtless the way fancied would have been excellent, had

God designed to effect in us only an artificial or rnethodical

faith and obedience. But if we have a due regard unto the

use of the Scripture and the ends of God therein, there is no

weight ill this objection. For,

1. It is evident that the whole of it consists in the ad-

vancement ofmen's own apprehensions and imaginations against

the will and wisdom of God . It is a sufficient reason to prove

this the absolute best tvay for the disposal of divine revelations,

because God hath made use of this and no other. One in-

deed is reported to have said, that had he been present at the

creation of the universe, he ivould have disposed some things into

a better order, than ivhat they are in. For vain man would be

wise, though he be like the wild ass's colt. And no rviser

or better are the thoughts, that the revelation of superna-

tural truths might have been otherwise disposed of, with re-

spect unto the end of God, than as they are in the Scripture.

God puts not such value upon men's accurate methods as they

may imagine them to deserve. Nor are they so subservient

unto his ends in the revelation of himself, as they are apt to

fancy
;
yea, oft-times, when, as they suppose, they have brought

truths unto the strictest propriety of expression, they lose both

their power and their glory. Hence is the world filled with so

many lifeless, sapless, graceless, artificial declarations of divine

truth in the schoolmen and others. We may sooner squeeze

water out of a pumice stone, than one drop of spiritual nou-

rishment out of them. But how many millions of souls

have received divine light and consolation, suited unto their

condition, in those occasional occurrences of truth which they

meet withal in the Scripture, which they would never have
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obtained in those wise arfijicial disposals of them which some
men would fancy. Truths have their power and efficacy

upon our minds, not only from themselves, but from theirpos-

ture in the Scripture. There are they placed in such aspects

towards, in such conjunctions one with another, as that their

injiuences on our minds do greatly depend thereon. He is no
wise man, nor exercised in those things, who would part with

any one truth out of its proper place, where the Holy Spirit

hath disposed and fixed it. The psalmist saith of God's tes-

timonies, they are, >nj^3; >ii'3X, ' the men of his counsel ;' Psal.

cxix. 24. And no man will make choice of a counsellor, all

whose wisdom consists in sayings and rules cast into a certain

order and method. He alone is a good counsellor, who out of

the largeness and wisdom of his own heart and mind, can

give advice according unto all present occasions and circum-

stances. Such counsellors are the testimonies of God.
Artificial methodizing of spiritual truths, may make men
ready in notions, cunning and subtle in disputations, but it

is the Scripture itself that is able to make us wise unto sal-

vation.

2. In the writing and composing of the Holy Scripture,

the Spirit of God had respect unto the various states a)id con-

ditions of the church- It was not given for the use of one age

or season only, but for all generations, for a guide in faith

and obedience from the beginning of the world to the end of

it. And the state of the church was not always to be the

same, neither in light, knowledge, nor worship. God had

so disposed of things in the eternal counsel of his will, that

it should be carried on by various degrees of divine revelation

unto its perfect estate. Hereunto is the revelation of his

mind in the Scripture subservient and suited ; Heb. i. 1. If

all divine truths had from the first been stated and fixed in a

system of doctrines, the state of the church must have been

always the same, which was contrary unto the whole design

of divine wisdom in those things.

.3. Such a systematical proposal of doctrines, truths, or ar-

ticles of faith, as some require, would not have answered the

great ends of the Scripture itself. All that can be supposed

of benefit thereby, is only, that it would lead us more easily

into a methodical comprehension of the truths so proposed. But
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this we may attain and not be rendered one jot more like

unto God thereby. The principal end of the Scripture is of

another nature. It is to beget in the minds of men, faith,

fear, obedience, and reverence of God, to make them holy

and righteous ; and those such as have in themselves various

weaknesses, temptations, and inclinations unto the contrary,

which must be obviated and subdued. Unto this end every

truth is disposed of in the Scripture as it ought to be. If

any expect that the Scripture should be written v/ith respect

unto opinions, notions and speculations, to render men skilful

and cunning in them, able to talk and dispute about all

things and nothing, they are mistaken. It is given us to make
us humble, holy, wise in spiritual things, to direct us in our

duties, to relieve us against temptations, to comfort us under

troubles, to make us to love God and to live unto him, in all

that variety of circumstances, occasions, temptations, trials,

duties, which in this world we are called unto. Unto this

end there is a more glorious power and efficacy in one epistle,

one. psalm, one chapter, than in all the writings of men, though

they have their use also. He that hath not experience hereof,

is a stranger unto the power of God in the Scripture. Some-
times the design and scope of the place, sometimes the cir-

cumstances related unto, mostly that spirit of wisdom and ho-

liness which evidenceth itself in the whole, do effectually in-

fluence our minds. Yea, sometimes an occasiojial passage in

a story, a word or expression, shall contribute more to excite

faith and love in our souls, than a volume of learned dispu-

tations. It doth not argue, syllogize, or allure the mind ; but

enlightens, persuades, constrains the soul unto faith and obe-

dience. This it is prepared for, and suited unto.

4. The disposition of divine revelations in the Scripture

is subservient unto other ends also of the wisdom of God to-

wards the church, some of them may be named.

(1.) To render useful and necessary the great ordinance of

the ministry. God hath not designed to instruct and save his

church by any one outward ordinance only. The ways and

means of doing good unto us, so as that all may issue in his

own eternal glory, are known unto infinite wisdom only. The

institution of the whole .senesaz/r/cowjo/ej: ofdivine ordinances,

is no otherwise to be accounted for but by a regard and sub-

mission thereunto. Who can deny but that God might both
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have instructed, sanctified, and saved us, without the use of

some or all of those institutions which he hath obliged us

unto. His infinitely wise will is the only reason of these

things. And he will have every one of his appointments on
which he hath put his name to be honoured, such is the mi-

nistry. A means this is not co-ordinate with the Scripture,

but subservient unto it. And the great end of it is, that those

who are called thereunto, and are furnished with gifts for the

discharge of it, might diligently search the Scripture, and teach

others the mind of God revealed therein. It was, I say, the

will of God, that the church should ordinarily be always

under the conduct of such a ministri/. And his will it is,

that those who are called thereunto, should be furnished

with peculiar spiritual gifts, for the finding out and declara-

tion of the truths that are treasured up in the Scripture,

unto all the ends of divine revelation; see Eph. iv. 11— 16.

2 Tim. iii. 14— 17. The Scripture, therefore, is such a reve-

lation as doth suppose and make necessary this ordinance of

the ministry, wherein and whereby God will also be glorified.

And it were well if the nature and duties of this office were

better understood than they seem to be. God hath accom-

modated the revelation of himself in the Scripture with re-

spect unto them. And those by whom the due discharge of

this office is despised or neglected, do sin greatly against

the authority, wisdom, and love of God. And those do no

less by whom it is assumed, but not rightly understood, or

not duly improved.

But it may be said. Why did not the Holy Ghost dispose of
all things so plainly in the Scripture, that every individualper-

son might have attained the knoicledge of them without the use

of this mi?iistry. I answer, (1.) It is a proud and foolish thing

to inquire for any reasons of the ways and works of God, an-

tecedent unto his own will. *He worketh all things according

to the counsel of his will ;' Eph. i. 11. and therein are we to

acquiesce. Yet we may see the wisdom of 2vhat he hath done.

As herein, (1.) he would glorify his own power, in working

great effects by vile iceak means; 1 Cor. iii. 7. 2 Cor. iv. 7.

(2.) He did it to magnify his Son Jesus Christ in the com-
munication of spiritual gifts; Acts ii. 33. Eph. iv. 8— 12.

(3.) To shew that in and by the work of his grace he designed

not to destroy or contradict the faculties of our nature which
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at first he created ; he would work on them, and work a

change in them, by means suited unto their constitution and

nature; which is done in the ministry of the word; 2 Cor. v.

18—20.

(2.) The disposition of the Scripture respects the duty of

all believers in the exercise of their faith and obedience.

They know that all their light and direction, all their springs

of spiritual strength and consolation, are treasured up in the

Scripture. But in the unspeakable variety of their occa-

sions, they know not ivhere every particular provisionfor these

ends is stored. Hence it is their duty to meditate upon the

word night and day, to search for wisdom as silver, and to dig

for it as for hidden treasure, ' that they may understand the

fear of the Lord, and firid the knowledge of God ;' Prov. ii.

3—5. And this being a duty whereunto the exercise of all

grace is required, they are all improved thereby. The soul

which is hereby engaged unto constant converse with God,

will thrive more in that which is the proper end of the Scrip-

ture ; namely, the fear of the Lord, than it could do under

any other kind of teaching.

(3.) A continual search into the whole Scripture, without a

72eglect of a?/y part of it, is hereby rendered necessary; and

hereby are our souls prepared on all occasions, and influ-

enced in the whole course of our obedience : for the whole

and every part of the word is blessed unto our good, accord-

ing to the prayer of our Saviour. * Sanctify them by thy

truth, thy word is truth ;' John xvii. 17. There is power put

forth, in and by every part and parcel of it, unto our sancti-

fication. And there is such a distribution of useful truths

through the whole, that every where we may meet with what

is prepared for us, and suited unto our condition. It is to

me no small argument of the divine original of the Scripture,

and of the presence of God in it, that there is no thought of

our hearts with respect unto the proper end of the Scripture

;

that is, our living unto God, so as to come unto the enjoy-

ment of him, but that we shall find, at one time or other, a

due adjustment of it therein, in one place or other.

There can noframe befal the hearts of believers, as unto

spiritual things, whether it be as unto their thriving or decays,

but there is a disposition of spiritual provision for it ; and

oft-times we shall find it then opening itself when we least
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looked for it. Poive)J'iil instructions, as unto our practice, do

often arise out of circumstances, occasional words and ex-

pressions, all arguing an infinite wisdom in their provision,

whereunto every future occurrence was in open view from

eternity, and a present divine efficacy in the word's applica-

tion of itself unto our souls. How often in tlie reading of

it, do we meet with, and are as it were surprised with, gra-

cioustvords, that enlighten, quicken, comfort, endear, and en-

gage our souls? How often do we find sin wounded, grace

encouraged, faith excited, love inflamed, and this in that end-

less variety of inward frames, and outward occasions, which

we are liable unto ? I shall say with confidence, that he

never was acquainted with the excellence/ of the Scripture, with

its power and efficacy in any holy experience, who is capable

of fancying that divine revelations might have been disposed

unto more advantage with respect unto our living unto God.
And these things are sufficient for the removal of the objec-

tion before mentioned.

Secondly, The Holy Spirit hath so disposed of the Scrip-

ture, that the mind of God in all things concerning ourfaith and
obedience, in the knowledge whereofour illumination doth consist,

is clearly revealed therein. There needs no other argument to

prove any thing not to belong unto our religion, than that it

is not revealed, or appointed in the Scripture; no other to

prove any truth not to be indispensablj/ necessary/ unto our

faith or obedience, than that it is not clearli/ revealed in the

Scripture. But in this assertion we must take along with

us these two suppositions.

:. 1. That we look on the Scripture and receive it not as the

Word of men, but as it is indeed the tco7d of the living God.

If we look for thut perspicuifi/ dLiid clearness in the expression

of divine revelation, which men endeavour to give unto the

declaration of their minds, in things natural, by artificial

methods and order, by the application of words and terms

invented and disposed of on purpose to accommodate what

is spoken unto the common notions and reasonings of men,

we may be mistaken. Nor would it have become divine wis-

dom and authority to have made use of such methods, ways,

or arts. There is that plainness mid perspicuiti/ in it which

becomes the holy wise God to make use of, whose words are

to be received with reverence, with submission of mind and
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conscience unto his authority ; and fervent prayer that we
may understand his mind and do his will. Thus all things

are made plain unto the meanest capacity
;
yet not so, but

if the most wise and learned do not see the characters of in-

finite divine wisdom on things that seem most obvious and

most exposed unto vulgar apprehensions, they have no true

xvisdom in them. In those veryJ'ords and appearing shallows

of this river of God, where the lamb may wade, the elephant

may swim : every thing in the Scripture is so plain as that

the meanest believer may understand all that belongs unto his

duty, or is necessary unto his happiness
;
yet is nothing so

plain, but that the wisest of them all have reason to adore

the depths and stores of divine wisdom in it. All apprehen-

sions of the obscurity of the Scripture arise from one of

those two causes :

(1.) That the minds of men are prepossessed with opi-

nions, dogmas, principles, and practices in religion, received by
tradition from their fathers; or have vehement and corrupt

inclinations, unto such ways, practices, and opinions, as suit

their carnal reason and interest. It is no wonder if such per-

sons conceive the Scripture dark and obscure. For they

can neither find that in it which they most desire, nor can

understand what is revealed in it, because opposite unto

their prejudices, affections, and interests. The design of

the Scripture is to destroy that frame of mind in them which

they tvould have established. And no man is to look for light

in the Scripture, to give countenance unto his own darkness.

(2.) It will apear obscure unto all men who come to the

reading and study of it in the mere strength of their oivn na-

tural abilities. And, it may be, it is on this account that

some have esteemed St. Paul one of the obscurest writers that

ever they read. Wherefore, as a book written in Greek or

Hebrew must be obscure unto them who have no skill in

those languages ; so will the Scripture be unto all, who are

unfurnished with those spiritual preparations which are re-

quired unto the right understanding of it. For,

2. It is supposed, when we assert the clearness and per-

spicuity of the Scripture, that there is unto the understand-

ing of it use made of that aid and assistance of the Spirit of

God concerning which we do discourse. Without this the

clearest revelations of divine supernatural things, will appear
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as wrapped up in darkness and obscurity: not for want of light

in them, but for want oi light in us. Wherefore, by assert-

ing the necessity of supernatural illumination, for the right

understanding of divine revelation, we no way impeach the

perspicuity of the Scripture. All things wherein our faith and

obedience are concerned are clearly declared therein ; how-
beit when all is done, ' the natural man receiveth not the

things of the Spirit of God, nor can know them,' until the

eyes of his understanding be enlightened.

3. The Holy Spirit hath so disposed the Scripture, that

notwithstanding thiit perspicuity which is in the whole, with

respect unto its proper end, yet are there in sundry parts or

passages of it: (1.) nva dvavot^ra, some things 'hard to be

understood :' and, (2.) nva Svaipfii'ivavTci, some things hard to

be * uttered or interpreted.' The former are the things them-

selves, which are so in their own nature; the latter are so

from the manner of their declaration.

(1.) There are in the Scripture, nva Suo-vojjra, things deep,

wonderful, mysterious, such as in their own nature do abso-

lutely exceed the whole compass of our understanding or

reason, as unto a full and perfect comprehension of them.

Nor ought it to be strange unto any that sundry divine reve-

lations should be of things in their own nature incomprehen-

sible. For as unto us, iTiany earthly and natural things are

so, as David affirms, concerning the forming of our natures

in the womb ; Psal. cxxxix. 5, 6. 14— 16. And our Saviour

assures us, that heavenly things are much more above our

comprehension than earthly; John iii. 12. Such as these are

the Trinity, or the subsistence of one single divine nature in

three persons ; the incarnaiion of Christ, or the assumption of

our human nature into personal union and subsistence with

the Son of God ; the eternal decrees of God, their nature, or-

der, causes, and effects ; the resurrection of the dead ; the man-

ner of the operations of the Holy Spirit in forming the new

creature in us, and sundry others. Our rational faculties in

their utmost improvement in this world, and under the high-

est advantage they are capable of, by spiritual light and

grace, are not able, with all their searchings, to find out the

Almighty unto perfection in these things. And in all disputes

about the light of glory : as whether we shall be able thereby

to behold the essence of God, to discern the depths of the
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mystery of the incarnation, and the like; men do but darken
* counsel by words without knowledge/ and talk of what
they neither do nor can understand. But yet the wisdom of

the Holy Spirit hath in these two ways provided that we
shall not suffer from our own weakness.

[1.] In that whatever is necessary for us to believe con-

cerning these things is plainly and clearly revealed in the

Scripture, and that revelation declared in such propositions

and expressions, as are obvious unto our understandings.

And he who thinks we can believe nothinsf as unto its truth,

but what we can comprehend as unto its 7iature, overthrows

all faith and reason also. And propositions may be clear

unto us in their sense, when their subject matter is incom-
prehensible. For instance, consider the incarnation of the

Son of God, and the kypostatical union therein of the divine

and human natures, it is a thing above our reason and com-
prehension. But in the Scripture it is plainly asserted and
declared, that the * word which is God, and was with God,'
* was made flesh ;' that' God was manifest in the flesh;' that
* the Son of God was made of a woman, made under the law

;'

that * he took on him the seed of Abraham;' that ' he came
of the Jews according to the flesh,' ' who is over all God
blessed for ever;' and that so God ' redeemed his church

with his own blood.' Thus plainly and perspicuously is this

great matter, as it is the object of our faith, as it is proposed

unto us to be believed, declared and expressed unto us. If

any one shall now say, that he will not believe that to be the

sense of these expressions, which the words do plainly and un-

deniably manifest so to be, and are withal incapable of any

other sense or construction, because he cannot understand

or comprehend the thing itself which is signified thereby, it

is plainly to say that he will believe nothing on the authority

and veracity of God revealing it, but what he can compre-

hend by his own reason that he will believe ; which is to

overthrow all faith divine. The reason of our believing, if

we believe at all, is God's revelation of the truth, and not our

understanding of the nature of the things revealed. There-

into is our faith resolved, when our reason reacheth not unto

the nature and existence of the things themselves. And the

work of the Spirit it is, to bring into captivity unto the obe-

dience of the truth, every thought that might arise from our

VOL. III. 2 H
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ignorance, or the impotency of our minds to comprehend the

thino;s to be believed. And that newrelig-ion of Socinianism,

which pretends to reduce all to reason, is wholly built upon

the most irrational principle that ever befel the minds of

men. It is this alone : What we cannot comprehend in things

divine and infinite, as unto their own nature, that we are not to

believe in their revelation. On this ground alone do the men
of that persuasion reject the doctrine of the Trinity, of the

incarnation of the Son of God, of the resurrection of the

dead, and the like mysteries of faith. Whatever testimony

the Scripture gives unto them, because their reason cannot

comprehend them, they profess they will not believe them.

A principle wild and irrational, and which leads unto

atheism, seeing the being of God itself is absolutely incom-

prehensible.

[2.] That degree of knowledge which we can attain in and

about these things is every ivay sufficient with respect unto the

end of the revelation itself. If they were so proposed unto us,

as that, if we could not fully comprehend them, we should

have no benefit or advantage by them, the revelation itself

would be lost, and the end of God frustrated therein. But

this could not become divine wisdom and goodness to make
such propositions unto us. For this defect ariseth not from

any blamable depravation ofour nature as corrupted, but from

the very essence and being of it as created : for being finite

and limited, it cannot perfectly comprehend things infinite.

But whatever believers are able to attain unto, in that va-

riety of the degrees of knowledge, which in their several

circumstances they do attain, is sufficient unto the end where-

unto it is designed; that is, sufficient to ingenerate, cherish,

increase, and preserve faith and love, and reverence with holy

obedience in them, in such a way and manner as will as-

suredly bring them unto the end of all supernatural revela-

tion in the enjoyment of God.

(2.) There are in the Scripture tlvo. dvaspfi{]ViVTa : some
things that are 'hard to be interpreted;' not from the nature

of the things revealed, but from the manner of their revela-

tion. Such are many allegories, parables, mystical stories, al-

lusions, unfulfilledprophecies and predictions, references unto the

then present customs, persons, and places, computation of times,

genealogies, the signification of som^ single ivords seldom or but
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once used in the Scripture, the names of clivers birch and beasts,

unknown to us. Such things have a difficulty in them from

the manner of their declaration. And it is hard to find out,

and it may be in some instances impossible, unto any deter-

minate certainty, the proper genuine sense of them in the

places where they occur. But herein also we have a 7'elief

provided in the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, in giving the

whole Scripture for our instruction, against any disadvantage

unto our faith or obedience : for,

[1.] Whatever is so delivered in any place, if it be of im-

portance for us to know and believe, as unto the ends of di-

vine revelation, it is in some other place or places unveiled

and plainly declared, so that we may say of it, as the disci-

ples said unto our Saviour ;
' Lo, now he speaketh plainly and

not in parables.' There can be no instance given of any ob-

scure place or passage in the Scripture, concerning which a

man may rationally suppose or conjecture, that there is any

doctrinal truth requiring our obedience contained in it, which

is not elsewhere explained. And there may be several rea-

sons why the Holy Spirit chose to express his mind at any

time in such ways as had so much obsciwity attending of

them.

1st. As for types, allegories^ mystical stories, and obscure

predictions, he made use of them on purpose under the Old
Testament to draw a veil over the things signified in them,

or the truths taught by them. For the church was not yet

to be acquainted with the clear knowledge of the things con-

cerning Jesus Christ and his mediation; they had not so much
as a perfect image of the things themselves, but only an ob-

scure shadoio or representation of good things to come ; Heb.
X. 1. To have given unto them a full and clear revelation of

all divine truths would have cast the whole design of God
for the various states of the church, and the accomplish-

ment of the great work of his grace and love, into disorder.

It was not hard then for the church to be taught of old in

types and allegories, but it was much grace and mercy that

through them the light of the sun of righteoiisness so far

beamed on them, as enabled them comfortably to wait until

the day did break and the shadows flee away; as Cant. iv. 6.

The fulness and glory of the revelation of grace and truth

2 H 2
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was reserved for Jesus Christ. God did them no wrong, but

reserved ' better things for us ;' Heb. xi. 40.

2ndly. Whatever seems yet to be continued under any

obscurity of revelation, it is so continued for the exercise of

our faith, diligence, humility, and dependance on God, in our

inquiries into them. And suppose we do not always attain

precisely unto the proper and peculiar intendment of the

Holy Spirit in them, as we can never search out his mind
unto perfectipn, yet are there so many and great advantages

to be obtained by the due exercise of those graces in the

study of the word, that we can be no losers by any difficul-

ties we can meet withal. The rule in this case is, that

we affix no sense unto any obscure or difficult passage of Scrip-

true, but what is materially true, and consonant unto other ex-

press and plain testimonies. For men to raise peculiar senses

from such places, not confirmed elsewhere, is a dangerous

curiosity.

3rdly. As to sundry prophecies oj'future revolutions in the

church and the world, like those in the revelation, there was
an indispensable necessity of giving them out in that obscu-

rity of allegorical expressions and representations wherein we
find them. For I could easily manifest, that as the clear and
determinate declaration o{future events in Tplnin historical ex-

pressions is contrary to the nature ofprophecy : so in this case

it would have been a means of bringing confusion on the

works of God in the world, and of turning all men out of the

way of their obedience. Their present revelation is sufficient

to guide the faith, and regulate the obedience of the church

so far as they are concerned in them.

4thly. Some things are in the Scripture disposed on pur-

pose that evil, perverse, and proud men may stumble and fall

at them, or be farther hardened in their unbelief and obsti-

nacy. So our Lord Jesus Christ affirms that he spake unto

the stubborn Jeivs in parables that they might not understand.

And whereas there must be heresies, that they which 'are ap-

proved may be made manifest,' 1 Cor. xi. 19. and some 'are

of old ordained unto this condemnation ;' Jude 4. Some
things are so declared, that from them, proud, perverse, and
wrangling spirits may take occasion to wrest them unto their

own destruction. The truths of Christ as well, as his person.
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are appointed to be a stone of stumbling and a rock of of-

fence, yea, a gin and a snare unto many. But this, humble

teachable believers are not concerned in.

[2.] The Holy Spirit hath given us a relief in this matter,

by supplying us with a rule of the interpretation of Scripture,

tchich tvhiht xoe sincerely attend unto, xve are in no danger ofsin-

ful corrupting the word of God, although we should not arrive

unto its proper meaning in every particular place. And this

rule is the analogy or proportion of faith. ' Let him that

prophesieth,' saith the apostle, that is, expoundeth the Scrip-

ture in the church, * do it according to the proportion of

faith ;' Rom. xii. 6. And this analogy, or ' proportion of faith,'

is what is taught plainly and uniformly in the whole Scrip-

ture, as the rule of our faith and obedience. When men will

engage their inquiries into parts of the Scripture, mystical,

allegorical, oxprophetical, aiming tc find out, it may be, things

new and curious, without a constant regard unto this analogij

offaith, it is no wonder if they wander out of the way and
err concerning the truth, as many have done on that occasion.

And I cannot but declare my detestation of those bold and
curious conjectures, which without any regard unto the rule

of'prophecy , many have indulged themselves in, on obscure

passages in the Scripture. But now suppose a man brings

no preconceived sense or opinion of his own unto such places,

seeking countenance thereunto from them, which is the l)ane

of all interpretation of the Scripture; svippose him to come
in some measure prepared with the spiritual qualifications

before mentioned, and in all his inquiries have a constant due
regard unto the analogy offaith, so as not to admit of any
sense which interfereth with what is elsewhere plainly de-

clared, such a person shall not miss of the mind of the Holy
Spirit; or if he do, shall be assuredly preserved from any
hurtful danger in his mistakes. For there is that mutual re-

lation, one to another, yea that mutual in-being of all divine

truths, in their proposal and revelation in the Scripture, as

that every one of them is after a sort in every place, though
not properly and peculiarly, yet by consequence and coherence.

Wherefore, although a man should miss of the first proper

sense of any obscure place of Scripture, which with all our
diligence we ought to aim at. Yet whilst he receiveth none
but what contains a truth agreeable unto what is revealed in
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other places, the error of his mind neither endangereth his

own faith or obedience, nor those of any others.

[3.] For those things which are peculiarly difficult, as

genealogies, chroiiological computations of time, and the like,

which are accidental unto the design of the Scripture, those

who are able so to do unto their own edification, or others,

may exercise themselves therein ; and by all others, the con-

sideration of them in particular, may be safely omitted.

And these are the heads of the ivork of the Holy Spirit on

our minds, and on the Scriptures, considered distinctly and

apart, with reference unto the right understanding of the

mind of God in them. By the former sort our minds are pre-

pared to understand the Scripture ; and by the latter Scrip-

ture is prepared and suited unto our understandings. There

yet remains the consideration of what he doth, or what help

he affords unto us, in the actual application of our minds unto

the understanding and interpretation of the word. And this re-

specteth the means which we are to make use of unto that

end and purpose, and these also shall be briefly declared.

CHAP. VII.

Means to be usedfor the right understanding of the mind ofGod in the

Scripture. Those which are prescribed in a way of duty.

The means to be used for the right understanding and inter-

pretation of the Scripture are of two sorts.

I. That which is general and absolutely necessary.

II. Such as consist in the due improvement thereof.

The first is diligent reading of the Scripture with a sedate,

rational consideration of what we read. Nothing is more fre-

quently recommended unto us ; and, not to insist on parti-

cular testimonies, the whole cxixth Psalm is spent in the de-

claration of this duty, and the benefits which are attained

thereby. Herein consists the first natural exercise of our

minds in order unto the understanding of it. So the eunuch

read and pondered on the prophecy of Isaiah, though of him-

self he could not attain the understanding of what he read

;

Acts viii. 30, 31. Either reading, or that which is equiva-

lent thereunto, is that whereby we do, and without which it
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is impossible we should apply our minds to know what is

contained in the Scriptures. And this is that which all other

means are designed to render useful. Now by this reading

I understand that which is staid, sedate, considerative, with

respect unto the end aimed at ; reading attended with a due

consideration of the things read ; inquiry into theni;, medita-

tion on them, with a regard unto the design and scope of the

place, with all other advantages for the due investigation of

the truth.

Frequent reading ofthe word more generally and cursorily,

whereunto all Christians ought to be trained from their youth

(2 Tim. iii. 15.), and which all closets and families should be

acquainted withal (Deut. vi. 6—9.), is of great use and ad-

vantage ; and I shall, therefore, name some particular bene-

fits which may be received thereby.

1. Hereby the minds of men are brought into ?i general

acquaintance with, the nature and design of the book oj' God,

which some to their present shame, and future ruin, are pro-

digiously ignorant of.

2. They who are exercised herein, come to know distinctly

what things are treated of in the j^articular books and pas-

sages of it; whilst others who live in a neglect of this duty,

scarce know what books are historical, what prophetical, or

what doctrinal, in the whole Bible.

3. Hereby they exercise themselves unto thoughts of hea-

venly things, and a holy converse with God ; if they bring

along with them as they ought, hearts humble and sensible

of his authority in the word.

4. Their minds are insensibly furnished with due concep-

tions about God, spiritual things, themselves, and their conditions;

and their memories with expressions proper and meet to be

used about them in prayer or otherwise.

5. God oftentimes takes occasion herein, to influence their

souls with the efficacy of divine truth in particular, in the

way of exhortation, reproof, instruction, or consolation, whereof

all who attend diligently unto this duty, have experience.

6. They come by reason of use to have their senses exercised

to discern good and evil, so that if any noxious or corrupt

sense of any place of the Scripture be suggested unto them,

they have in readiness wherewith to oppose it, from other

places from whence they are instructed in the truth.
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And many other advantages there are which men may
reap from the constant reading of the Scripture, which I there-

fore reckon as a general mea)is of coming to the knowledge
of the mind of God therein. But this is not that which at

present I especially intend. Wherefore,

By this reading of the Scripture, I mean the studying of

it in the use of means to come to a due understanding; of it

in particular places. For it is about the means of the solemn

interpretation of the Scripture that we now inquire. Here-

unto, I say, the general study of the whole, and in particular

the places to be interpreted is required. It may seem alto-

gether needless and impertinent to give this direction, for

the understanding of the mind of God in the Scripture,

namely, that we should read and study it to that end. For

who can imagine how it should be done otherwise. But I

wish the practice of many, it may be, of the most, did not

render this direction necessary. For in their design to come
to the knowledge of spiritual things, the direct immediate
study of the Scripture, is that which they least of all apply

themselves unto. Other writings they will read and study

with diligence. But their reading of the Scripture is for the

most part superficial, without that intension of mind and
spirit, that use and application of means which are necessary

unto the understanding of it, as the event doth manifest. It

is the immediate study of the Scripture that I intend. And
hereunto I do refer: (1.) A due consideration of the a)ialog}/

offaith always to be retained. (2.) A due examination of the

design and scope of the place. (3.) A diligent observation of

antecedents and consequents, with all those general rules which
are usually given as directions in the interpretation of the

Scripture. This, therefore, in the diligent exercise of our

minds and reasons is the first general outward means of

knowing the mind of God in the Scripture, and the interpre-

tation thereof.

II. The means designed for the improvement hereof, or

our profitable use of it, are of three sorts, i. Spiritual, ii. Dis-

riplinary. iii. Ecclesiastical. Some instances on each head
will farther clear what I intend.

1 . The first thing required, as a spiritual means, is prai/er.

1 intend fervent and earnest prayer for the assistance of the

Spirit of God. revealing the mind of God as inthe whole
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Scripture, so in particular books and passages of it. I have

proved before that this is both enjoined and commanded

unto us by the practice of the prophets and apostles. And
this also by the way invincibly proves, that the due investi-

gation of the mind of God in the Scripture, is a work above

the utmost improvement of natural reason, with all outward

advantages whatsoever. For were we sufficient of ourselves,

without immediate divine aid and assistance for this work,

why do we pray for them ? with which argument the ancient

church perpetually urged the Felagians, as to the necessity

of saving grace. And it may be justly supposed that no man
who professeth himself a Christian, can be so forsaken of all

sobriety, as once to question whether this be the duty ofeven/

one who hath either desire or design to attain any real know-

ledge of the will of God in the Scripture. But the practical

neglect of this duty is the true reason why so many that are

skilful enough in the disciplinary means of knowledge are yet

such strangers to the true knowledge of the mind of God.

And this prayer is of two sorts.

(1.) That which respects the teaching of the Spirit in ge-

neral, whereby we labour in our prayers, that he tvould en-

lighten our minds, and lead ns into the knoivledge of the truth,

according to the work before described. The importance of
this grace unto our faith and obedience, the multiplied pro-

mises of God concerning it, our necessity of it from our na-

tural weakness, ignorance, and darkness, should render it a

principal part of our daily supplications. Especially is this

incumbent on them who are called in an especial manner to

search the Scriptures, and to declare the mind of God in them
unto others. And great are the advantages which a con-

scientious discharge of this duty, with a due reverence of

God, brings along with it. Prejudices, preconceived opinions,

engagements by secular advantages, false confidences, au-

thority of men, influences from parties and societies, will be
all laid level before it, at least, be gradually exterminated

out of the minds of men thereby. And how much the cast-

ing out of all this old leaven tends to prepare the mind for,

and to give it a due understanding of, divine revelations, hath

been proved before. I no way doubt, but that the rise and
continuance of all those enormous errors which so infest Chris-

tian religion, and which many seek so sedulously to confirm
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from the Scripture itself, are in a great measure to be as-

cribed unto the corrupt affections with the power of tradi-

tion, and influences of secular advantages, which cannot firm

their station in the minds of them who are constant sincere

suppliants at the throne of grace to be taught of God what
is his mind and will in his word. For it includes a prevailing

resolution sincerely to receive what we ai'e so instructed in,

whatever effects it may have upon the inward or outward
man. And this is the only way to preserve our souls under
the influences of divine teachings, and the irradiation of the

Holy Spirit, without which we can neither learn, nor know
any thing as we ought. I suppose, therefore, this may be

fixed on as a common pri)iciple of' Christianity ; namely, that

constant and fervent prayer for the divine assistance of the

Holy Spirit, is such an indispensable means for the attaining

the knowledge of the mind of God in the Scripture, as that

without it all others will not be available.

Nor do I believe that any one who doth, and can thus

pray as he ought, in a conscientious study of the word, shall

ever be left unto theJinal prevalenci/ of any pernicious error;

or the ignorance of any fundamental truth. None utterly

miscarry in the seeking after the mind of God, but those

who are perverted by their own corrupt minds. Whatever
appearance there be of sincerity and diligence in seeking

after truth, if men miscarry therein, it is far more safe to judge,

that they do so, either through the neglect of this duty, or

indulgence unto some corruption of their hearts and minds,

than that God is wanting to reveal himself unto those that

diligently seek him. And there are unfailing grounds of this

assurance. For, [1.] faith exercised in this duty will work
out all that filthiness and superjiuity of naughtiness, which

would hinder us so to receive the ingrafted word with meek-
ness, as that it should save our souls. [2.] It will work in

the mind those gracious qualifications of humility and meek-

ness, whereunto the teachings of God are promised in an es-

pecial manner, as we have shewed. And, [3.] our Saviour

hath assured us, that his heavenly Father will give the Holy

Spirit unto them that ask him. Luke xi. 13. Neither is any

supplication for the Holy Spirit more acceptable unto God,
than that which designs the knowledge of his mind and will

that we may do them. [4.] All those graces which render
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the mind teachable, and meet mito the reception of heavenly

truths, are kept up unto a due exercise therein. If we de-

ceive not ourselves in these things, we cannot be deceived.

For, in the discharge of this duty those things are learned

in their power, whereof we have the notioii only in other

means of instruction. And hereby whatever we learn, is so

fixed upon our minds, possesseth them with such power,

transforming them into the likeness of it, as that they are

prepared for the communication of farther light, and in-

creases in the degrees of knowledge.

Nor can it be granted on the other hand, that any sacred

truth is learned in a due manner, whatever diligence be used

in its acquisition ; or that we can know the mind of God in

the Scripture in any thing as we ought, when the manage-

ment of all other means which we make use of unto that end,

is not committed unto the hand of this duty. The apostle

desiring earnestly that those unto whom he wrote, and whom
he instructed in the mysteries of the gospel, might have a

due spiritual understanding of the mind of God, as revealed

and taught in them, prays with all fervency of mind, that

they might have a ' communication of the Spirit of wisdom
and revelation from above' to enable them thereunto ; Eph.
i. 17— 19. iii. 14— 17. For without this he knew it could

not be attained. That which he did for them, we are obliged

to do for ourselves. And where this is neglected, especially

considering that the supplies of the Spirit unto this purpose

are confined unto them that ask him, there is no ground of

expectation, that any one should ever learn the saving know-
ledge of the mind of God in a due manner.

I shall, therefore, fix this assertion as a sacred truth.

Whoever in the diligent and immediate study of the Scripture to

know the mind of God therein so as to do it, doth abide infervent

supplications in and by Jesus Christfor supplies ofthe Spirit of
grace, to lead him into all truth, to reveal and make known unto

him the truth as it is in Jesus, to give him an understanding of
the Scriptures, and the will of God therein, he shall be preserved

from pernicious errors, and attain that degree in knowledge, as

shall be sufficient unto the guidance and preservation of the life

of God, in the whole of hisfaith and obedience. And more se-

curity of truth there is herein, than in men's giving them-

selves up unto any other conduct in this world whatever.
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The goodness of God, his faitlifuhiess in being the revvarder

of them that diligently seek him, the command of this duty

unto this end, the promises annexed unto it, with the whole

nature of religion, do give us the highest security herein.

And although these dtifies cannot but be accompanied with

a conscientious care and fear of errors and mistakes, yet the

persons that are found in ihem, have no ground of troublesome

thoughts or fearful suspicions, that they shall be deceived or

fail in the end they aim at.

(2.) Prayer respects particular occasions, or especial places

of Scripture, whose exposition or interpretation we inquire

after. This is the great duty of a faithful interpreter, that

Avhich in, with, and after, the use of all means, he betakes

himself unto. An experience of divine guidance and assist-

ance herein, is that which unto some is invaluable; however

by others it be despised. But shall we think it strange for

a Christian, when it may be after the use of all other means,

he finds himself at a loss about the true meaning and inten-

tion of the Holy Spirit in any place or text of Scripture, to

betake himself in a more than ordinary manner unto God by
prayer, that he would by his Spirit enlighten, guide, teach,

and so reveal the truth unto him : or should we think it

strange that God sliould hear such prayers, and instruct

such persons in the secrets of his covenant? God forbid there

should be such atheistical thoughts in the minds of any, who
would be esteemed Christians. Yea, I must say, that for a

man to undertake the interpretation of any part or portion of

Scripture in a solemn manner, without iyivocation of God to

be taught and instructed by his Spirit, is a high provocation

of him. Nor shall I expect the discovery of truth from any

one who so proudly and ignorantly engageth in a work so

much above his ability to manage. I speak this of solemn

and stated interpretations ; for otherwise a ' scribe ready

furnished for the kingdom of God,' may, as he hath occasion,

from the spiritual light and understanding wherewith he is

endued, and the stores he hath already received, declare the

mind of God unto the edification of others. But this is the

first means to render our studying of the Scripture useful and

efiectual unto the end aimed at.

This, as was said, is the sheet anchor of a faithful exposi-

tor of the Scripture, which he betakes himself unto in all
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difficulties. Nor can he without it be led into a comfort-

able satisfaction, that he hath attained the mind of the Holy-

Ghost in any divine revelation. When all other helps fail,

as he shall in most places find them to do, if he be really in-

tent on the disquisition of truth, this will yield him his best

relief. And so Ions: as this is attended unto, we need not

fear farther useful interpretations of the Scripture, or the

several parts of it, than as yet have been attained unto by

the endeavours of others. For the stores of truth laid up in

it are inexhaustible. And hereby will they be opened unto

those that inquire into them with humility and diligence.

The labours of those who have gone before us are of excel-

lent use herein. But they are yet very far from having dis-

covered the depths of this vein of wisdom. Nor will the best

of our endeavours prescribe limits and bounds to them that

shall come after us. And the reason why the generality of

expositors go in the same track one after another, seldom pass-

ing beyond the beaten path of former endeavours, unless it

be in some excursions of curiosity, is the want of giving up

themselves unto the conduct of the Holy Spirit in the dili-

gent performance of this duty.

2. Readiness to receive impressions from divine truths as re-

vealed unto us, conforming our minds and hearts unto the

doctrine made known, is another means unto the same end.

This is the first end of all divine revelations, of all heavenly

truths, namely, to beget the image and likeness of themselves

in the minds of men; Rom. vi. 17. 2 Cor. iii. 18. And we
miss our aim if this be not the first thing we intend in the

study of the Scripture. It is not to learn the form of the doc-

trine of godliness, but to get the power of it implanted in our

souls. And this is an eminent means of our making a pro-

gress in the knowledge of the truth. To seek after mere

notions of truth, without an endeavour after an experience of
its power in our hearts, is not the way to increase our under-

standing in spiritual things. He alone is in a posture to

learn from God, who sincerely gives up his mind, conscience,

and affections to the power and rule of what is revealed unto

him. Men may have in their study of the Scripture other

ends also, as the profit and edification of others. But if this

coiforming of their own souls unto the power of the word, be not

fixed in the first place in their minds, they do not strive lata-
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fully, nor will he croioned. And if at any time when we study

the word, we have not this design expressly in our minds,

yet if upon the discovery of any truth, we endeavour not to

have the likeness of it in our own hearts, we lose our prin-

cipal advantage by it.

3. Practical obedience in the course of our icalking before

God, is another means unto the same end. The gospel is the

* truth which is according unto godliness ;' Tit. i. 1. And it

will not long abide with any who follow not after godliness

according unto its guidance and direction. Hence we see

so many to lose that very understanding which they had of

the doctrines of it, when once they begin to give up them-

selves to ungodly lives. The true notion of holy evangelical

truths will not live, at least woiflourish, where they are divided

from a holy conversation. As we learn all to practise, so we
learn much by practice. There is no practical science which

we can make any great improvements of, without an assidu-

ous practice of its theorems. Much less is wisdom, such as is

the understanding of the mysteries of the Scripture, to be

increased, unless a man be practically conversant about the

things which it directs unto.

And herein alone we can come unto the assurance, that

what we know and learn is indeed the truth. So our Saviour

tells us, * That if any man do the will of God, he shall know
of the doctrine whether it be of God ;' John vii. 17. Whilst

men learn the truth only in the notion of it, whatever con-

viction of its being so it is accompanied withal, they will

never attain stability in their minds concerning it, nor come
to \hefull assurance of understanding, unless they continually

exemplify it in their own obedience, doing the will of God.
This is that which will give them a satisfactory persuasion

of it. And hereby will they be led continually into farther

degrees of knowledge. For the mind of man is capable of

receiving continual supplies in the increase of light and

knowledge whilst it is in this world, if so be they are im-

proved unto their proper end in obedience unto God. But
without this the mind will be quickly stuffed with notions,

so that no streams can descend into it from the fountain of

truth.

4. A constant designfor growth, and a progress in knowledge,

out of love to the truth, atid experience of its excellency, is use-
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ful, yea, needful unto the right understanding of the mind of

God in the Scriptures. Some are quickly apt to think, that

they know enough, as much as is needful for them ; some
that they know all that is to be known, or have a sufficient

comprehension of all the counsels of God as revealed in the

Scripture, or as they rather judge, of the whole body of di-

vinity in all the parts of it, which they may have disposed

into an exact method with great accuracy and skill. No
great or useful discoveries of the mind of God shall I ex-

pect from such persons. Another frame of heart and spirit

is required in them who design to be instructed in the mind
of God, or to learn it in the study of the Scripture. Such
persons look upon it as a treasury of divine truths absolutely

unfathomable by any created understandings. The truths

which they do receive from thence, and comprehend accord-

ing to their measure therein, they judge amiable, excellent,

and desirable above all earthly things. For they find the

fruit, benefit, and advantage of them, in strengthening the

life of God in them, conforming their souls unto him, com-
municating of his light, love, grace, and power unto them.

This makes them with purpose of heart continually to

press in the use of all means to increase in this wisdom, to grow
in the knowledge of God and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

They are pressing on continually unto that measure of per-

fection which in this life is attainable. And every new beam
of truth whereby their minds are enlightened, guides them
into fresh discoveries of it. This frame of mind is under a

promise of divine teachings, Hos. vi. 3. ' Then shall we
know, if we follow on to know the Lord.' ' If thou criest

after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid

treasure, then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord,

and find the knowledge of God ;' Prov. ii. 3— 6. When men
live in a holy admiration of, and complacency in, God, as the

God of truth, as the first infinite essential truth, in whose
enjoyment alone there is fulness of all satisfactory light and
knowledge; when they adore the fulness of those revelations

of himself which with infinite wisdom he hath treasured up
in the Scriptures ; when they find by experience an excel-

lency, power, and efficacy, in what they have attained unto

;

and out of a deep sense of the smallness of their measures.
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of the meanness of their attainments, and how little a por-

tion it is they know of God ; do live in a constant design to

abide with faith and patience in continual study of the word,

and inquiries into the mind of God therein, they are in the

way o/" being taught by him, and learning of his mind, unto

all the proper ends of its revelation.

5. There are sundry ordinances of spiritual worship which

God hath ordained as a means of our illumination : a reli-

gious attendance whereunto is required of them who intend

to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Sa-

viour Jesus Christ.

And this is the first head of means for the due improve-

ment of our endeavours, in reading and studying of the Scrip-

tures, that we may come thereby unto a right understanding

of the mind of God in them, and be able to interpret them

unto the use and benefit of others. What is the work of the

Holy Spirit herein, what is the aid and assistance which he

contributes hereunto, is so manifest from what we have dis-

coursed, especially concerning his operations in us as a Spi-

rit of s>;race and supplication (not yet made public), that it

must not be here insisted on.

It may be these means will be despised by some^ and the

proposal of them to this end looked on as weak and ridicu-

lous, if not extremely ya«c//7//. For it is supposed that these

things are pressed to no other end but to decry learning,

study, and the use of reason in the interpretation of the

Scriptures, which will quickly reduce all religion into en-

thusiasm. Whether there be any thing of truth in this sug-

gestion shall be immediately discovered. Nor have those by

whom these things are pressed the least reason to decline the

use of learning, or any rational means in their proper place,

as though they were conscious to themselves of a deficiency

in them with respect unto those by whom they are so highly,

and indeed for the most part vainly, pretended unto.

But in the matter in hand we must deal with some con-

fidence. They by whom these things are decried, by whom
they are denied to be necessary means for the right under-

standing of the mind of God in the Scriptures, do plainly

renounce the chief principles of Christian religion. For, al-

though the Scripture hath many things in common with other

writings wherein secular arts and sciences are declared, yet to



UNDERSTANDING THE MIND OF GOD. 481

suppose that we may attain the sense and mind of God in

them, by the mere use of such ivaiis and means as we apply

in the investigation of truths of other natures, is to exclude

all consideration of God, of Jesus Christ, of the Holy Spirit,

of the end of the Scriptures themselves, of the nature and

use of the things delivered in them, and by consequent to

overthrow all religion; see Prov. xxviii. 5.

And this first sort of means which we have hitherto in-

sisted on, are dutiesm themselves as well as means unto farther

ends. And all duties under the gospel are the ways and

means wherein, and whereby, the graces of God are exer-

cised. For, as no grace can be exerted or exercised, but in

a way of duty, so no duty is evangelical, or accepted with

God, but what especial grace is exercised in. As the word
is the rule whereby they are guided, directed, and mea-

sured ; so the acting of grace in them, is that whereby they

are quickened, without which the best duties are but dead

works. Materially they are duties, hniformally they are sins.

In their performance, therefore, as gospel duties, and as they

are accepted with God, there is an especial aid and assist-

ance of the Holy Spirit. And on that account there is so in

the interpretation of the Scriptures. For if without his as-

sistance we cannot make use aright of the means of inter-

preting of the Scripture, we cannot interpret the Scripture

without it. The truth is, they who shall either say, that

these duties are not necessarily required unto them who
would search the Scripture, and find out the mind of God for

their own edification, or so as to expound those oracles of

God unto others ; or that they may be performed in a man-
ner acceptable unto God, and usefully unto this end, without

the especial assistance of the Holy Spirit, do impiousli/ wlvdi

lies in them evert the whole doctrine of the gospel, and the

grace thereof.

That which, in the next place, might be insisted on, is the

consideration of the especial rules which have been or may
yet be given for the right interpretation of the Scriptures.

Such are they which concern the style of the Scripture, its

especial phraseology, the tropes and figures it makes use of,

the way of its arguing, the times and seasons wherein it was

written, or the several parts of it ; the occasions under the

VOL. III. 2 1
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guidance of the Spirit of God given thereunto; the design

and scope of particular tvriters, with what is peculiar unto

them in their manner of writing ; the comparing ofseveralplaces,

as to their difference in things and expressions, the reconci-

liation of seeming contradictions, with other things of an

alike nature. But as the most of these may be reduced unto

what hath been spoken before, about the disposal aiid perspi-

cuity of the Scripture, so they have been already handled by

many others at large, and therefore I shall not here insist

upon them, but speak only unto the general means that are

to be applied unto the same end.

CHAP. VIII.

The second sort of meansfor the interpretation of the Scripture,

which are discipliuarian.

The second sort of means I call disciplinarian, as consisting

in the due use and improvement of common arts and sciences,

applied unto, and made use of in, the study of the Scrip-

tures. And these are things which have no moral good in

themselves, but being indifferent in their own nature, their

end, with the manner of their management thereunto, is the

only measure and standard of theirworth and value. Hence it

is, that in the application of them unto the interpretation of the

Scripture, they may be used aright, and in a due manner, and

they may be abused to the great disadvantage of those who
use them ; and accordingly it hath fallen out. In the first

way they receive a blessing from the Spirit of God, who alone

prospereth every good and honest endeavour in any kind

;

and in the latter they are efficacious to seduce men unto a trust

in their own understandings, which in other things is foolish,

and in these things pernicious.

1. That which of this sort I prefer, in the first place, is

the knowledge of and skill in, the languages ivherein the Scrip-

ture was originally written. For the very words of them
therein, were peculiarly from the Holy Ghost, which gives

them to be nr^K '"13*7 ^cords of truth, and the Scripture itself to
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be -ili^' nniriD, a right, or upright, or perfect writing ;
Eccles.

xii. 10. The Scriptures of the Old Testament were given

unto the church whilst it was entirely confined unto one na-

tion ; Psal. cxlvii. 19. Thence they were all written in that

language, which was common among, and peculiar unto, that

nation. And this language, as the people itself, was called

Hebrew, from Heber the son of Salah, the son of Arphaxad,

the son of Shem, their most eminent progenitor ;
Gen. x. 23,

24. For being the one original tongue of mankind, it re-

mained in some part of his family, who probably joined not

in the great apostaiy of the world from God, nor was con-

cerned in their dispersion at the building of Babel, which en-

sued thereon. The derivation of that name from another

origifial, is a fruit of curiosity and vain conjecture, as I have

elsewhere demonstrated.

In process of time that people were carried into captivity

out of their own land, and were thereby forced to learn, and

use a language somewhat different from their own; another

absolutely it was not, yet so far did it differ from it, that

those who knew and spoke the one, commonly could not un-

derstand the other ; 2 Kings xviii. 26. This was CD'IDD \xdb,

Dan. i. 4. 'The language of the Chaldeans,' which Daniel and

others learned. But by the people's long continuance in that

country it became common to them all. After this some
parts of the books of the Scripture, as of Daniel and Ezra,

were written in that language, as also one verse in the pro-

phecy of Jeremiah, when they were ready to be carried thi-

ther, in which he instructs the people how to reproach the

idols of the nations in their own language; Jer. x. 11. The
design of God was that his word should be always read and

used in that language, which was commonly understood by
them unto whom he granted the privilege thereof, nor could

any of the ends of his wisdom and goodness in that merciful

grant be otherwise attained.

The prodigious conceit of keeping the Scripture, which is

the foundation, rule, and guide of the whole church, the spi-

ritual food and means of life unto all the members of it, by
the church, or those who pretend themselves intrusted with

the power and rights of it, in a language unknoivn unto the

community of the people, had not then befallen the minds of

men, no more than it hath yet any countenance given unto

2 I 2
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it, by the authority of God, or reason of mankind. And in-

deed the advancement and defence of this imao-ination, is one

of those things which sets me at liberty from being influ-

enced by the authority of any sort of men in matters of reli-

gion. For what will not their confidence undertake to vent,

and their sophistical ability give countenance unto, or wran-

gle about, which their interest requires and calls for at their

hands ; who can openly plead and contend for the truth of

such an absurd and irrational assertion, as is contrary to all

that we know of God and his will, to all that we understaixd

of ourselves or our duty, with respect thereunto.

When the New Testament was to be written, the church

was to be diffused throughout the world, amongst people of

all tongues and languages under heaven : yet there was a

necessity that it should be written in some one certain lan-

guage, wherein the sacred truth of it might, as in original re-

cords, be safely laid up and deposited. It was left, as koXj)

Trapa^i'lKr], hpa 7rapaicara3'/jKr/, a good and sacred depositum

unto the ministry of the church to be kept inviolate, by the

Holy Ghost ; 1 Tim. vi. 20. 2 Tim. i. 14. And it was dis-

posed into writing in one certain language, wherein the pre-

servation of it in purity, was committed to the ministry of all

ages ; not absolutely, but under his care and inspection.

From this one language God had ordained, that it should be

derived by the care of the ministry unto the knowledge and

use of all nations and people. And this was represented by

the miraculous gift of tongues communicated by the Holy

Ghost unto the first designed publishers of the gospel. In

this case it pleased the wisdom of the Holy Ghost, to make
use of the Greek language, wherein he writ the whole New
Testament originally. For the report, that the Gospel of

Matthew and the Epistle to the Hebrews, were first written

in Hebrew, is altogether groundless, and I have elsewhere

disproved it.

Now this lano-uao-e at that season, throui;h all sorts of ad-

vantages, was diffused throughout the world, especially in

those parts of it where God had designed to fix the first and

principal station of the church. For the eastern parts of

the world, it was long before carried into them, and its use

imposed on them by the Macedonian arms and laws, with

the establishment of the Grecian empire for sundry ages
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among them. And somew'hile before in the western parts

of the world, the same language was greatly inquired into,

and generally received, on the account of the wisdom and

learning which was treasured up therein, in the writings of

poets, philosophers, and historians, which had newly received

a peculiar advancement.

For two things fell out in the providence of God about

that season, which greatly conduced unto the furtherance of

the gospel. The Jews were wholly possessed of whatever

was true in religion, and which lay in a direct subservi-

ency unto the gospel itself. This they gloried in, and

boasted of, as a privilege which they enjoyed above all the

world. The Grecians on the other hand, were possessed of

skill and wisdom in all arts and sciences, with the products

o^philosophical inquiries, and elegancy of speech in express-

ing the conceptions of their minds. And this they gloried

in and boasted of, above all other people in the world. Now
both these nations being dispossessed of their empire, sove-

reignty, and liberty at home, by the Romans, multitudes of

them made it their business to disperse themselves in the

world, and to seek, as it were, a new empire, the one to its re-

ligion, and the other to its language, arts, and sciences. Of
both sorts with their design, the Roman writers in those days

do take notice, and greatly complain. And these privileges

being boasted of, and rested in, proved equally prejudicial

to both nations, as to the reception of the gospel, as our apo-

stle disputes at large, 1 Cor. i. ii. But through the wisdom
of God disposing and ordering all things unto his own glory,

the design and actings of them both became an effectual

means to facilitate the propagation of the gospel. For the

Jews having planted synagogues in most nations and prin-

cipal cities in the Roman empire, they had both leavened

multitudes of people with some knowledge of the true God,

which prepared the way of the gospel ; as also they had ga-

thered fxed assemblies, which the preachers of the gospel

constantly took the advantage of, to enter upon their work,

and to begin the declaration of their messao;e. The Grecians,

on the other hand, had so universally diffused the knowledge
of their language, as the use of that one tongue alone was suffi-

cient to instruct all sorts of people throughout the world, in

the knowledge of the truth. For tlie gift oftongues was only
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to be a ' sign unto believers;' 1 Cor. xiv. and not a means

of preaching- the gospel constantly in a language which he

understood not who spake.

In this language, therefore, as the most common, diffu-

sive, and generally understood in the world, did God order

that the books of the New Testament should be written.

From thence, by translations and expositions, was it to be

derived into other tongues and languages. For the design

of God was still the same, that his word should be declared

unto the church, in a language tvhich it understood. Hence

is that peculiar distribution of the nations of the world, into

Jews, Greeks, Barbarians, and Scythians ; not accommo-
dated unto the use of those terms in Grecian writers, unto

whom the Jews were no less barbarians than the Scythians

themselves ; Col. iii. 11. But as the Scriptures of the Old

Testament were peculiarly given unto the Jews, so were

those of the New unto the Greeks, that is, those who made
use of their language ; from whence it was deduced unto all

other nations, called Barbarians and Scythians.

It must be acknowledged that the Scripture, as written in

these languages, is accompanied with many and great ad-

vantages. 1. In them peculiarly is it Yjoo^j) ^eoirvevarog,

a ' writing by divine inspiration ;' 2 Tim. iii. 16. And "iDD

mn> the ' book of writing of the'. Lord ;' Isa. xxxiv. 16. With
a singular privilege above all translations. Hence the

very words themselves as therein used and placed are sacred,

consecrated by God, unto that holy use. The sacred sense in-

deed of the words and expression is the intertium formale

sacrum, or that wherein the holiness of the Scripture doth

consist. But the writing itself in the original languages, in

the words chosen and used by the Holy Ghost, is the exter-

num formale, of the Holy Scripture, and is materiaUi/ sacred.

It is the sense, therefore, of the Scripture which princi-

pally, and for its own sake, we inquire after and into ; that

divine sense which, as Justin Martyr speaks, is virsp Xoyov,

vTTtfi vow, Ka\ vTrep iraaav KaTa\r]\piv ; absolutely above our na-

tural reason, understanding, and comprehension. In the words

we are concerned with respect thereunto, as by the wisdom
of the Holy Ghost they are designed as the written signs

thereof.

(2.) The ivords of the Scripture being given thus imniedi-
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ately from God, every apex, tittle, or iota, in the whole, is

considerable, as that which is an effect of divine wisdom,

and therefore filled with sacred truth according to their

place and measure. Hence they are all under the especial

care of God, according to that promise of our Saviour,

Matt. V. 18. Verily I say unto you, ewg av TrapiXOy b ovpavog

KOL 7] yr\ Iwra tv rj pia Kepaia ov fxi) irapiXdij ciiro tov vo/mov.

' Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall

not pass from the law.' That our Saviour doth here intend

the meriting of the Scriptures then in use in the church, and

assure the protection of God unto the least letter, vowel, or

point of it, 1 have proved elsewhere. And himself, in due time,

will reprove the profane boldness of them, who without evi-

dence or sufficient proof, without that respect and reverence

which is due unto the interest, care, providence, and faith-

fulness of God in this matter, do assert manifold changes to

have been made in the original writings of the Scripture.

But, as 1 said, divine senses, and singular mysteries may
be couched in the use and disposal of a letter. And this

God himself hath manifested, as in sundry other instances,

so in the chanoe of the names of Abram and Sarai, wherein

the addition or alteration of one letter carried alono; with

it a mysterious signification for the use of the church in all'

ages. In translations nothing of that nature can be ob-

served. And hence a due consideration of the very accents

in the original of the Old Testament, as distinctive or conjunc-

tive, is a singular advantage in the investigation of the sense

of particular places and sentences.

(3.) There is in the originals of the Scripture a peculiar

emphasis of words and expressions, and in them an especial

energy, to intimate and insinuate the sense of the Holy Ghost
unto the minds of men, which cannot be traduced into other

languages by translations, so as to obtain the same power
and efficacy. Now this is not absolutely from the nature of

the original langiiages themselves, especially not of the Greek,

whose principal advantages and excellencies, in copiousness

and elegancy, are little used in the New Testament; but from
a secret impression of divine wisdom and efficacy accompa-
nying the immediate delivery of the mind of God in them.
There is, therefore, no small advantage hence to be obtained

in the interpretation of the Scripture. For when we have
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received an impression on our minds of the sense and inten-

tion of the Holy Ghost in any particular place, we shall seek

for meet words to express it by, wherein consists the whole

work of Scripture exposition, so far as I have any acquaint-

ance with it. * Interpretis officium est, non quid ipse velit,

sed quid sentiat ille quem interpretatur, exponere.' Hieron.

Apol. Adv. Ruffin. For when the mind is really affected with

the discovery of truth itself, it will be guided and directed

in the declaration of it unto others.

(4.) The whole course of speech, especially in the New
Testament is accommodated unto the nature, use, and pro-

priety of that language, as expressed in other authors, who
wrote therein, and had a perfect understanding of it. From
them, therefore, is the proper use and sense of the words,

phrases, and expressions in the New Testament much to be

learned. This no man can make a judgment of in a due

manner, but he that is skilled in that language, as used and

delivered by them : not that I think a commentary on the

New Testament may be collected out of Eustathius, Hesy-

chius, Phavorinus, Julius Pollux, and other glossaries, from

whose grammaticisms and vocabularies, some do countenance

themselves in curious and bold conjectures ; nor from the

likeness of expressions in classic authors ; this only I say,

that it is of singular advantage in the interpretation of the

Scripture, that a man be well acquainted with the original

languages, and be able to examine the use and signification

of words, phrases, and expressions, as they are applied and

declared in other authors. And even to the understanding

of the Greek of the New Testament, it is necessary that a

man have an acquaintance with the Hebrew of the Old.

For although I do not judge that there are such a number

o{ liehraisms in it, in a supposed discovery whereof consists

no small part of some men's critical observations ; so I readily

grant that there is such a cognation and alliance in and be-

tween the senses of the one and the other, as that a due

comparing of their expressions, doth mutually contribute

light and perspicuity unto them.

By these things great advantage may be obtained unto

the right understanding of the sense of the Scripture, or the

mind of the Holy Ghost therein. For there is no other

sense in it than what is contained in the words, whereof
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materially it doth consist, though really that sense itself be

such as our minds cannot receive without the especial divine

assistance before pleaded. Abd in the interpretation of the

mind of any one, it is necessary that the words he speaks

or writes be rightly understood. And this we cannot do im-

mediately unless we understand the language wherein he

speaks, as also the idiotisms of that language, with the com-
mon use and intention of its phraseology and expressions.

And if we do not hereby come unto a perfect comprehension

of the sense intended, because many other things are re-

quired thereunto, yet, a hinderance is removed, without

which we cannot do so ; occasions of manifest mistakes are

taken away, and the cabinet is as it were unlocked, wherein

the jewel of truth lies hid, which with a lawful diligent

search may be found. And what perplexities, mistakes, and
errors, the ignorance of these original languages hath cast

many expositors into, both of old and of late, especially

among those who pertinaciously adhere unto one translation,

and that none of the best, might be manifested by instances

undeniable and that without number. Such is that of the

gloss on Tit. iii. 10. ' HaBreticum hominem de vita;' which
adds, as its exposition, ' tolle.' And those among ourselves

who are less skilled in this knowledge, are to be advised,

that they would be careful not to adventure on any singular

exposition of the Scriptures, or any text in them, upon the cre-

dit of any one or all translations they can make use of, see-

ing persons of greater name and worth than to be mentioned
unto their disreputation, have miscarried upon the same ac-

count. A reverential subjection of mind, and diligent at-

tendance unto the analogy offaith, is their best preservative

in this matter. And I fear not to add, that a superficial

knowledge in these tongues, which many aim at, is of little use,

unless it be to make men adventurous in betraying their own
ignorance. But the sense and substance of the Scripture

being contained entirely in every good translation (amongst
v/hich that in use among ourselves is excellent, though capa-

ble of great improvements), men may by the" use of the

means before directed unto, and under the conduct of the

teaching of the Spirit of God in them, usefully and rightly

expound the Scripture in general, unto the edification of
others, whereof many instances may be given amongst
ancient and modern expositors.
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This skill and hioicledge, therefore, is of great use unto

them who are called unto the interpretation of the Scripture.

And the church of God hath had no small advantage by the

endeavours of men learned herein, who have exercised it in

the exposition of the words and p/iraseologi/ of the Serin-

lures, as compared with their use in other authors. But yet,

as was before observed, this skill and the exercise of it, in

the way mentioned, is no dutj/ in itself, nor enjoined unto

any for its own sake, but only hath a goodness in it with re-

spect unto a certain end. Wherefore, it is in its own nature

indifferent, and in its utmost improvement capable of abuse

;

and such in late days it hath fallen under, unto a great ex-

tremity. For the study of the original languages, and the

exercise of skill in them, in the interpretation of the Scrip-

ture, hath been of great reputation and that deservedly.

Hence multitudes of learned men have engaged themselves

in that work and study, and the number of annotations and

comments on the Scripture consisting principally in critical

observations as they are called, have been greatly increased.

And they are utter strangers unto these things, who will

not allow that many of them are of singular use. But withal,

this skill and faculty where it hath been unaccompanied

with that humility, sobriety, reverence of the author of the

Scripture, and respect unto the analogy offaith, which ought

to bear sway in the minds of all men who undertake to ex-

pound the oracles of God, may be, and hath been, greatly

abused unto the hurt of its owners, and disadvantage of the

church.

For, [1.] by some it hath been turned into the fuel of

pride, and a noisome elation of mind. Yea, experience

shews, that this kind of knowledge where it is supposed

sio'nal, is of all others the most apt to puff up and swell the

vain minds of men, unless it be where it is allayed with a

singular modesty of nature, or the mind itself be sufficiently

corrected and changed by grace. Hence the expressions of

pride and self-conceit which some have broken forth into on

an imagination of their skill and faculty in criticising on the

Scriptures, have been ridiculous and impious. The Holy

Ghost usually teacheth not such persons, neither should I

expect to learn much from them relating unto the truth as

it is in Jesus. But yet the stones they dig may be made

use of by a skilful builder.
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[2.] In many it hath been accompanied with a noxious

profane curiosity. Every tittle and apex shall give them oc-

casion forfruitless conjectures, as vain, for the most part, as

those of the cabalistical Jews. And this humour hath filled

us with needless and futilous observations, which, beyond an

ostentation of the learning of their authors (indeed the ut-

most end whereunto they are designed) are of no use nor

consideration. But this is not all ; some men from hence

have been prompted unto a boldness in adventuring to cor-

rupt the text itself, or the plain sense of it. For what else is

done when men for an ostentation of their skill, will produce

quotations out of learned authors, to illustrate or expound

sayings in the Scripture, wherein there seems to be some

kind of compliance in words and sounds, when their senses

are adverse and contrary? Amongst a thousand instances

which might be given to exemplify this folly and confidence,

we need take that one alone of him, who to explain or illus-

trate that saying of Hezekiah, 'Good is the word of the Lord

which thou hast spoken : he said, moreover. For there shall

be peace and truth in my days ;' Isa. xxxix. 8. subjoins,

Ifxov ^avovrog yala fiix^ijTio Trupi. So comparing that holy

man's submission and satisfaction in the peace of the church

with truth, and the blasphemous imprecation of an impious

wretch for confusion on the world, when once he should be

got out of it. And such notable sayings are many of our

late critics farced withal.

And the confidence of some hath fallen into greater ex-

cesses, and hath swelled over these bounds also. To coun-

tenance their conjectures and self-pleasing imaginations,

from whence they expect no small reputation for skill and
learning, they fall in upon the text itself. As indeed we are

come into an age wherein many seem to judge that they can

neither sufficiently value themselves, nor obtain an estimation

in the world, without some bold sallies of curiosity or novelty

into the vitals of religion, with reflection of contempt and
scorn on all that are otherwise minded, as persons incapable

of comprehending their attainments. Hence it is that

amongst ourselves we have scarce any thing left unattached

in the doctrine of the reformed churches, and of that in

England as in former days; neither shall he be with many
esteemed a man either of parts, learning, or judgment, who
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hath not some neio curious opinion or speculation, differing from

what hath been formerly commonly taught and received, al-

though the universality of these renowned notions among
us, are but corrupt emanations from Socinianism or Armini-

anism on the one hand, or from poper^/ on the other.

But it is men of another sort, and in truth of another

manner of learning, than the present corrupters of the doc-

trines of the gospel (who, so far as I can perceive, trouble not

themselves about the Scripture much one way or another),

that we treat about. They are such as, in the exercise of

the skill and ability under consideration, do fall in upon the

Scripture itself, to make way for the advancement of their

own conjectures, whereof ten thousand are not of the least

importance, compared with the duty and necessity of pre-

serving the sacred text inviolate, and the just and due per-

suasion that so it hath been preserved. For first, they com-
mand the vowels and accents of the Hebrew text out of their

way, as things wherein they are not concerned, when the

use of them in any one page of the Scripture, is incomparably

of more worth and use, than all that they are or ever will be

of, in the church of God. And this is done on slight con-

jectures. And if this suffice not to make way for their de-

signs, then letters and words themselves must be corrected,

upon an unproveable supposition, that the original text hath

been changed or corrupted. And the boldness of some herein

is grown intolerable, so that it is as likely means for the in-

troduction and promotion of atheism, as any engine the devil

hath set on work in these days wherein he is so openly en-

gaged in that design.

There are also sundry other ways whereby this great help

unto the understanding and interpretation of the Scripture,

may be and hath been abused ; those mentioned may suffice

as instances confirming our observations. Wherefore, as

substantial knowledge and skill in the originals is useful, and

indeed necessary unto him that is called unto the exposition

of the Scripture, so in the use and exercise of it sundry

things ought to be well considered by them who are furnished

therewithal. As, 1st. That the thing itself is no grace, nor

any peculiar gift of the Holy Ghost, but a mere fruit of di-

ligence, upon a common furniture with natural abilities. And
nothing of this nature is in sacred things to be rested on, or
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much trusted unto. 2ndly. That the exercise of this skill in

and about the Scripture is not in itself as such an especial o?'

immediate duty. Were it so, there would be especial grace

promised to fill it up and quicken it. For all gospel duties

are animated by grace in their due performance : that is,

those who do so perform them have especial assistance in

their so doing. But it is reduced unto the general head of

duty with respect unto the end aimed at. Wherefore, 3rdly.

the blessing of God on our endeavours, succeeding and pros-

pering of them, as in other natural and civil occasions of life,

is all that we expect herein from the Holy Spirit. And,

4thly. sundry other things are required of us, if we hope

for this blessing on just grounds. It may be, some ignorant

persons are so fond as to imagine that if they could under-

stand the original languages, they must of necessity under-

stand the sense of the Scripture. And there is nothing more
frequent than for some, who either truly or falsely pretend

a skill in them, to bear themselves high against those who
perhaps are really more acquainted with the mind of the

Holy Ghost in the word than themselves, as though all things

were plain and obvious unto them, others knowing nothing but

by them, or such as they are. But this is but one means of

many that is useful to this purpose, and that such, as if it

be alone, is of little or no use at all. It is fervent prayer,

humility, lowliness of mind, godly fear and reverence of the

word, and subjection of conscience unto the authority of

every tittle of it, a constant attendance unto the analogy of

faith, with due dependance on the Spirit of God for supplies

of light and grace, which must make this or any other means
of the same nature effectual.

2. An acquaintance with the history and geography of the

world, and with chronology , I reckon also among disciplina-

rian aids in the interpretation of the Scripture, For as time

is divided iato what is past, and what is to come, so there

are sundry things in the Scripture which in all seasons re-

late thereunto. For, (1 .) God hath therein given us an ac-

count of the course and order of all things (which the Jews
call nzD^y "iID), from the foundation of the world. And this

he did for sundry important reasons, as incident with the

general end of the Scripture. For hereby hath he secured

the testimony that he hath given to his being, power, and
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providence, by the creation and rule of all things. The evi-

dences in them given thereunto, are those which are princi-

pally attacked by atheists. And although they do suffi-

ciently manifest and evince their own testimony unto the

common reason of mankind, yet sundry things relating unto
them are so involved in darkness, and inextricable circum-

stances, as if all their concernments had not been plainly

declared in the Scripture, the wisest of men had been at a

great loss about them ; and so were they always who wanted
the light and advantage hereof. But here, as he hath plainly

declared the orimnal emanation of all thing-s from his eternal

power, so hath he testified unto his constant rule over all in

all times, places, ages, and seasons, by instances incontrolla-

ble. Therein hath he treasured up all sorts of examples,

with such impressions of his goodness, patience, power, wis-

dom, holiness, and righteousness upon them, as proclaim his

almighty and righteous government of the whole universe.

And, in the whole, he hath delivered unto us such ?i tract and
series of the ages of the world, from its beginning, as atheism

hath no tolerable pretence, from tradition, testimony, or the

evidence of things themselves, to break in upon. Whatever
is objected against the beginning of all things, and the course

of their continuance in the world, delivered unto us in the

Scripture, which is secured not only by the authority of di-

vine revelation, but also by a universal evidence of all cir-

cumstances, is fond and ridiculous. I speak of the account
given us in general, sufficient unto its own ends, and not of

any men's deductions and applications of it unto minute por-

tions of time, which probably it was not designed unto. It

is sufficient unto its end, that its account, in general, which
confounds all atheistical presumptions, is not to be im-

peached. And although the authority of the Scripture is

not to be pleaded immediately against oMmAs, yet the mat-

ter and reason of it is, which from its own evidence renders

all contrary pretensions contemptible.

(2.) God hath hereby given an account of the beginning,

progress, trials ,faith , obedience, and whole proceeding of the

church in the pursuit of the first promise, unto the actual ex-

hibition of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Hereunto were all

things in a tendency for four thousand years. It is a glo-

rious prospect we have therein, to see the call and foundation
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of the church in the first promise given unto our common
parents ; what additions of light and knowledge he granted

unto it successively by new revelations and promises ;
how

he gradually adorned it with gifts, privileges, and ordi-

nances ; what ways and means he used to preserve it, in

faith, purity, and obedience ; how he chastened, tried, pu-

nished, and delivered it; how he dealt with the nations of

the world with respect unto it, raising them up for its afflic-

tion, and destroying them for their cruelty and oppression of

it; what were the ways of wicked and sinful men amongst

them, or in it, and what the graces and fruits of his saints,

how by his power he retrieved it out of various calamities,

and preserved it against all opposition unto its appointed

season; all which, with innumerable other effects of divine

wisdom and grace, are blessedly represented unto us therein.

Now besides that spiritual wisdom and insight into the

great design of God in Christ, which is required unto a

right understanding in these things, as they were types of

better things to come, and examples of gospel mysteries

;

there is a skill and understanding; in the records and monu-

ments of time, the geographical respect of one nation unto

another, the periods and revolutions of seasons and ages re-

quired, to apprehend them aright in their first literal in-

stance and intention. And besides what is thus histori-

cally related in the Scripture, there are prophecies also of

things to come in the church, and amongst the nations of the

world, which are great evidences of its own divinity, and
supporting arguments of our faith. But without some good
apprehension of the distinction of times, seasons, andp/crces, no

man can rightly judge of their accomplishment.

Secondly, There are, in particular, prophecies in the Old
Testament which reach unto the times of the gospel, upon
the truth whereof the whole Scripture doth depend. Such
are those concerning the calling of the Gentiles, the rejection

and recovery of the Jews, the erection of the glorious king-

dom of Christ in the world, with the oppositions that should be
made unto it. And to these many are added in the New Testa-

ment itself; as Matt. xxiv. 25. 2Thess. ii. 1 Tim. iv. 1—3. 2 Tim.
iii. 1—3. iv. 3. But especially in the whole book of the Reve-
lation, wherein the state of the church and of the world are

foretold unto the consummation of all thin2:s. And how can
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any man arrive unto a tolerable acquaintance with the ac-

complishment of these prophecies as to what is already past, or

have a distinct grounded expectation of the fulfilling of what
remains foretold, without a prospect into the state of things

in the world, the revolutions of times past, with what fell

out in them, which are the things spoken of? Those who
treat of them without it, do but feign chimeras to themselves,

as men in the dark are apt to do, or corrupt the word of

God, by turning it into senseless and fulsome allegories.

And those, on the other side, by whom these things are

wholly neglected, do despise the wisdom and care of God to-

wards the church, and disregard a blessed means of our faith

and consolation.

Some things of this nature, especially such as relate unto

chronological computations, I acknowledge are attended with

great and apparently inextricable difficulties. But the skill

and knowledge mentioned will guide humble and modest in-

quirers into so sufficient a satisfaction in general, and as unto

all things which are really useful, that they shall have no
temptation to question the verity of what in particular they

cannot assoil. And it is an intolerable pride andfolly where

we are guided and satisfied infallibly in a thousand things,

which we know no otherwise, to question the authority of

the whole, because we cannot comprehend one or two parti-

culars v/hich perhaps were never intended to be reduced

unto our measure. Besides, as the investigation of these

things is attended with difficulties, so the ignorance of them
or mistakes about them, whilst the minds of men are free

from pertinacy and a spirit of contention, are of no great dis-

advantage. For they have very little influence on our faith

and obedience, any otherwise than that we call not into

question what is revealed. And it is most probable that the

Scripture never intended to give us such minute chronological

determinations, as some would deduce their computations

unto, and that because not necessary. Hence we see that

some who have laboured therein unto z. prodigy of industry

and learning, although they have made some useful disco-

veries, yet have never been able to give such evidence unto

their computations, as that others would acquiesce in them
;

but by all their endeavours have administered occasion of

new strife and contention, about things it may be of no great
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importance to be known or determined. And, in general,

men have run into two extremes in these things ; for some
pretend to frame an exact computation and consent of times from

the Scripture alone, without any regard unto the records,

monuments, histories, and signatures of times in the world.

Wherever these appear in opposition or contradiction unto

the chain and links of time which they have framed to them-

selves (as they suppose from the Scripture), they reject them
as matters of no consideration. And it were well if they

could do this unto satisfaction. But how evidently they have

failed herein, as for instance in the computation of Daniel's

weeks, wherein they will allow but four hundred and ninety

years from theJirst of Cyrus unto the death of our Saviour,

contrary to the common consent of mankind about things

that fell out, and their continuance, between those seasons,

taking up five hundred and sixty-two years, is manifest unto all.

The Scripture, indeed, is to be made the only sacred standard

and measure of things in its proper sense and understand-

ing ; nor is any thing to be esteemed of, which riseth up in

contradiction thereunto. But as a due consideration o^ fo-
reign testimonies and monuments doth oft-times give great

light unto what is more generally or obscurely expressed in

the Scripture ; so where the Scripture in these things, with

such allowances as it every where declares itself to admit of,

may be interpreted in a fair compliance with uncontrolledfo-
reign testimonies, that interpretation is to be embraced. The
question is not, therefore, whether we shall regulate the compu-
tation of times by the Scripture, or histories and marks of time

in the world 5 but whether, when the sense of the Scripture

is obscure in those things, and its determination only general,

so as to be equally capable of various senses, that (all other

things being alike) is not to be preferred which agrees with the

undoubted monuments of times in the nations of the world? For
instance, the angel Gabriel acquaints Daniel that from the go-

ing forth of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem,

unto Messiah the prince and his cutting off, should be seventy

weeks (to speak only of the whole number in general), that is,

fourhundredandninetyyears; now there were sundry command-
ments given, or decrees made, by the kings of Persia who are

intended, to this purpose; ofthese two were the most famous,

the one granted by Cyrus in the first year of his empire:

VOL. III. 2 K
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Ezra i. 1. The other by Artaxerxes in the seventh year of

his reicrn; Ezravii. 12— 14, Between the first of these and

the death of Christ, there must be allowed five hundred and

sixty-two years, unless you will offer violence unto all monu-

ments, records, and circumstances of times in the world. It

is, therefore, safer to interpret the general words of the angel

of the latter decree or commandment, whose circumstances

also make it more probable to be intended, wherein the

spaces of time mentioned fall in exactly with other approved

histories and records. Neither would I disallow another com-

putation, which, contending for the first decree of Cyrus to be

the beginning of the time mentioned, and allowing the whole

space from thence to be really five hundred and sixty-two

years, affirms that the Scripture excludes the consideration

of the years supernumerary to the four hundred and ninety,

because of the interruptions which at several seasons were

put upon the people, in the accomplishment of the things

foretold for so many years, which some suppose to be signi-

fied by the distribution of the whole number of seventy weeks,

into seven, sixty-two, and one, each of which fractions hath its

proper work belonging unto it. For this computation of-

fers no violence either to sacred or unquestionable human
authority.

But, on the other extreme, some there are who observing

the difficulties in these accounts, as expressed in the Scrip-

ture from the beginning ; having framed another series of
things to themselves, openly diverse from that exhibited

therein, and raked together from other authors, some things

giving countenance unto their conjectures, do profanely

make bold to break in upon the original text, accusing it of

imperfection or corruption ; which they will rectify by their

fine inventions, and the aid of a translation, known to be mis-

taken in a thousand places, and in some justly suspected of

wilful depravations. But this presumptuous confidence is

nothing but an emanation from that food of atheistn which
is breaking in on the world in these declining ages of it.

3. The third aid or assistance of this kind is a skill in

the ways and methods of reasoning, which are supposed to be

common unto the Scriptures with other writings. And this,

as it is an art, or an artificialfaculty , like those other means
before mentioned, is capable of a right improvement, or of
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being abused. An ahility tojudge of the sense ofpropositions,

how one thing depends on another, how it is deduced from

it, follows upon it, or is proved by it, what is the design of

him that writes or speaks in any discourse or reasonings,

how it is proposed, confirmed, illustrated, is necessary unto

any rational consideration to be exercised about whatever is

so proposed unto us. And when the minds of men are con-

firmed in a oood habit of judgment by the rules of the art of

reasoning, about the ordinary ways and methods of it, it is

of great advantage in the investigation of the sense of any

writer even of the Scripture itself. And those ordinarily

who shall undertake the interpretation of any series of Scrip-

ture discourse, without some ability in this science, will find

themselves oftentimes entangled and at a loss, where by vir-

tue of it they might be at liberty and free. And many of

the rules which are commonly given about the interpretation

of the Scripture, as, namely, that the scope of the author in

the place is duly to be considered, as also things antecedent

and consequent to the place and words to be interpreted, and

the like, are but directions for the due use of this skill or

faculty.

But this also must be admitted with its limitations. For

whatever perfection there seems to be in our art ofreasoning,

it is to be subjected to the wisdom of the Holy Ghost in the

Scripture. His way of reasoning is always his own, some-

times sublime and heavenly, so as not to be reduced unto the

common rules of our arts and sciences, without a deroga-

tion from its instructive, convictive, and persuasive efficacy. For

us to frame unto ourselves rules of ratiocination, or to have

our minds embondaged unto those of other men's invention

and observation, if we think thereon absolutely to reduce all

the reasonings in the Scripture unto them, we may fall into

a presumptuous mistake. In the consideration of all effects

of infinite wisdom there must be an allowance for the defi-

ciency of pur comprehension, when humble subjection of

conscience, and the captivating of our understandings to the

obedience of faith, is the best means of learning what is pro-

posed unto us. And there is nothing more contemptible

than the arrogancy of such persons, who think by the shal-

low measures and short lines of their own weak, dark, im-

perfect reasoning, to fathom the depths of Scripture senses.

2 K 2
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Again, What sense soever any man supposeth ov judgeth

this or that particular place of" Scripture to yield and give

out to the best of his rational intelligence, is immediately to

give place unto the analogy of failli, that is, the Scripture's

own declaration of its sense in other places, to another pur-

pose or contrary thereunto. The want of attending unto

men's duty herein, with a mixture ofpride and pertiiiacy , is the

occasion of most errors and noxious opinions in the world.

For when some have taken up a private interpretation of any

place of Scripture, if before they have thoroughly imbibed

and vented it, they do not submit their conceptions, although

they seem to be greatly satisfied in it and full of it, unto

the authority of the Scripture in the declaration of its own
mind in other places, there is but small hope of their reco-

very. And this is that pride which is the source and origi-

nal of heresy ; namely, when men will prefer their seemingly

if/seand rational conceptions of the sense of particular places,

before the analogi/ of faith.

Moreover, there is a pernicious mistake that some are

fallen into about these things. They suppose, that taking

in the help of skill in the ori'fnial languages for the understand-

ing of the words and their use, whether proper or figurative,

that there is nothing more necessary to the understanding

and interpretation of the Scripture, but only the sedulous and

diligent use of our own reason, in the ordinary way, and ac-

cording to the common rules of the art of ratiocination. For

what, say they, can be more required, or what can men more

make use of? By these means alone do we come to under-

stand the meaning of any ot\iex writer, and, therefore, also of

the Scripture. Neither can we, nor doth God require, that

we should receive or believe any thing but according to our

own reason and understandings. But these things, though

in themselves they are, some of them, partly true, yet as

they are used unto the end mentioned, they are perniciously

false. For, (1.) it greatly unbecometh any Christian once

to suppose that there is need of no other assistance, nor the

use of any other means, for the interpretation of the oracles

of God, or to come unto the understanding of the hidden

wisdom of God in the mystery of the gospel, than is to the un-

derstanding or interpretation of the writings of men, which

are the product of a finite, limited, and weak ability. Were
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it not for some secret persuasion that the Scripture in-

deed is not what it pretends to be, the ivord of the living

God, or that it doth not indeed express the highest effect of
his wisdom, and deepest counsel of his will, it could not be

that men should give way to such foolish imaginations. The
principal matter of the Scripture is mi/sterions, and the mys-
teries of it are laid up therein by God himself, and that in

a way inimitable by the skill or wisdom of men. When we
speak of, and express the same things, according unto our

measure of comprehension, wherein, from its agreement

with the Scripture, what we say is materially divine, yet our

words are not so, nor is there the same respect to the things

themselves, as the expressions of the Scripture have, which

^xeformally divine. And can we ourselves trace these paths

of wisdom without his especial guidance and assistance?

It is highly atheistical once to fancy it. (2.) We treat of

such an interpretation of the Scripture as is real, and is ac-

companied with an understanding of the things proposed

and expressed ; and not merely of the notional sense of pro-

positions and expressions. For we speak ofsuch an interpre-

tation of the Scripture as is a sanctified means of our illn-

minatioji ; nor any other doth either the Scripture require,

or God regard. That to give in this unto us, notwithstand-

ing the use and advantage of all outward helps and means,

is the peculiar work of the Spirit of God, hath been before

demonstrated. It is true, we can receive nothing, reject

nothing, as to what is true or false, nor conceive the sense

of any thing lut by our own reasons and understandings.

But the inquiry herein is, what supernatural aid and assistance

our minds and natural reasons stand in need of, to enable tliem

to receive and understand aright things spiritual and super-

natural. And if it be true, that no more is required unto the

due understanding and interpretation of the Scriptures, but

the exercise of our own reasons, in and by the helps men-
tion ; namely, skill in the original languages, the arts of ratio-

cination, and the like, which are exposed unto all in common,
according to the measure of their natural abilities and dili-

gence, then is the sense of the Scripture, that is, the mind

of God and Christ therein, equally discernible, or to be at-

tained unto, by all sorts of men, good and bad, holy and
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profane, believers and unbelievers, those who obey the

word, and those who despise it; which is contrary to all the

promises of God, and innumerable other testimonies of

Scripture.

CHAP. IX.

Helps ecclesiastical hi the into'pretation of the Scripture.

Thirdly, There are means and helps for the interpretation

of the Scripture, which I call ecclesiastical. Those I intend

which we are supplied withal by the ministry of the church, in

all ages. And they may be referred unto three heads, under

which their usefulness to this purpose is pleaded. As, 1. Ca-

tholic or universal tradition. 2. Consent of thefathers. 3. The

endeavours of any persons holy and learned, who have gone be-

fore us in the investigation of the truth, and expressed their

minds in writing, for the edification of others, whether of old

or of late. These things belong unto the ministry of the

church, and so far as they do so, are sanctified ordinances for

the communication of the mind of God unto us,

1. It is pleaded by some that the Scripture is to be in-

terpreted according to catholic traditionandno otherwise. And
I do acknowledge that we should be inexpressibly obliged

to them who would give us an interpretation of tlie tvhole

Scripture, or of any book in the Scripture, or of any one passage

in the Scripture, relating unto things of mere supernatural

revelation, according unto that rule, or by the guidance and

direction of it. But I fear no such tradition can be evi-

denced, unless it be of things manifest in the light of nature,

whose universal preservation is an effect of the unavoidable

reason of mankind, and not of any ecclesiastical tradition.

Moreover, the Scripture itself is testified unto unanimously

and uninterruptedly by all Christians to be the word of God

;

and hereby are all divine truths conveyed down from their

original and delivered unto us. But a collateral tradition of

any one truth or doctrine besides, from Christ and the apo-

stles, cannot be proved. And if it could be so, it would be
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no means of the interpretation of the Scripture, but only ob-

jectively, as one place of Scripture interprets another ; that

is, it would belong unto the analogy offaith, contrary to which,

or in opposition whereunto, no place ought to be interpreted.

To pretend this, therefore, to be the rule of the interpretation

of Scripture actively, as though thereby we could certainly

learn the meaning of it in part or in whole, is fond. Nor,

whatever some do boast of, can any man living prove his in-

terpretation of any one place, to be dictated by, or to be
suitable unto, universal tradition, any othei^wise but as he can

prove it to be agreeable to the Scripture itself; unless we
shall acknowledge without proof, that what is the mind and

sense of some men who call themselves the church, at pre-

sent, was the mind of Christ and his apostles, and of all true

believers since, and that infallibly it is so. But this pretence

hath been abundantly and sufficiently disproved, though no-

thing seems to be so, to the minds of men fortified against

all evidences of truth by invincible prejudices.

2. The joint consent ofthej'athers, or ancient doctors of the

church, is also pretended as a rule of Scripture interpretation.

But those who make this plea are apparently influenced by
their supposed interest so to do. No man of ingenuity, who
hath ever read or considered them, or any of them, with at-

tention and judgment can abide by this pretence. For it is

utterly impossible they should be an authentic rule unto others,

who so disagree among themselves, as they will be found to

do, not, it may be, so much in articles offaith, as in their ex-

position of Scripture, which is the matter under consideration.

About the former they express themselves diversely, in the

latter they really differ, and that frequently. Those who seem
most earnestly to press this dogma upon us, are those of the

church of Rome. And yet it is hard to find one learned man
among them, who hath undertaken to expound or write cow-

mentaries on the Scripture, but on all occasions he gives us

the different senses, expositions, and interpretations of the

fathers, of the same places and texts ; and that where any
difficulty occurs in a manner perpetually. But the pretence

of the authoritative determination of the Jathers in points of

religion, hath been so disproved, and the vanity of it so fully

discovered, as that it is altogether needless farther to insist

upon it. And those who would seem to have found out a
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middle way, between their determining authority on the one

hand, and the efficacy of their reasons, with a due veneration

of their piety and ability, which all sober men allow, on the

other, do but trifle and speak words, whose sense neither

themselves nor any other do understand.

3. We say, therefore, that the sole use of ecclesiastical

means in the interpretation of the Scripture, is in the due con-

sideration and improvement of that light, knowledge, under-

standing in, and those gifts for the declaration of, the mind
of God in the Scripture, which he hath granted unto, and

furnished them withal, who have gone before us in the mi-

nistrt/ and work of the gospel. For as God in an especial

manner, in all ages, took care that the doctrine of the gospel

should be preached viva voce, to the present edification of

the body of the church ; so likewise almost from the begin-

ning of its propagation in the world, presently after the de-

Cease of the apostles, and that whole divinely inspired so-

ciety of preachers and writers, he stirred up and enabled

sundry persons to declare by writing what their apprehen-
• sions were, and what understanding God had given them in

and about the sense of the Scripture. Of those who design-

edly wrote comments and expositions on any part of the

Scripture, Origen was the first, whose fooleries and mistakes

occasioned by the prepossession of his mind with platonical

philosophy, confidence of his own great abilities (which in-

deed were singular and admirable), with the curiosity of a

speculative mind, discouraged not others from endeavouring

with more sobriety and better success to write entire expo-

sitions on some parts of the Scripture ; such among the

Greeks were Chrysostom, Theodoret, Aretine, CEcomenius,

Theophylact ; and among the Latins, Hierom, Ambrose,

Austin, and others. These have been followed, used, im-

proved, by others innumerable in succeeding ages. Espe-

cially since the reformation hath the work been carried on

with general success, and to the great advantage of the

church. Yet hath it not proceeded so far, but that the best,

most useful, and profitable labour in the Lord's vineyard,

which any holy and learned man can engage himself in, is

to endeavour the contribution of farther light in the opening

and exposition of Scripture, or any part thereof. jVow all

these are singular helps and advantages unto the right un-



UNDERSTANDING THE MIND OF GOD. 505

derstanding of the Scripture, of the same kind of advantage,

as to that single end of light and knowledge, which preach-

ing of the word is, used with sobriety, judgment, and a due

examination of all by the text itself. For the exposition of

thefathers, as it is a ridiculous imagination, and that which

would oblige us to the belief of contradictions, and open

mistakes, for any man to authenticate them so far as to bind

us up unto an assent unto their conceptions and dictates be-

cause they are theirs ; so they will not be despised by any,

but such as have not been conversant in them. And it is

easy to discern from them all, by the diversity of their gifts,

ways, and designs, in the exposition of Scripture, that the

Holy Spirit divided unto them as he pleased ; which as it should

make us reverence his presence with them, and assistance of

them, so it calls for the freedom of our own judgments to be

exercised about their conceptions. And for those of latter

days, though the names of the principal and most eminent

of them, as Bucer, Calvin, Martyr, Beza, are now contemned

and despised by many, mostly by those who never once se-

riously attempted the exposition of any one chapter in the

whole Scripture
;
yet those who firmly design to grow in the

knowledge of God, and of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

both do, and always will bless God for the assistance he gave

them in their great and holy works, and in the benefit which

they receive by their labours. These are the outward means

and advantages which are requisite and to be used, as any

one's calling, opportunity, ability, and work, do require, as

helps to attain a right understanding of the mind ofGod in the

Scripture. Now, concerning them all, I shall only say, that

the Spirit of God makes them useful and prosperous accord-

ing to the counsel of his own will. Some are prone in the

use of them, to lean unto their own understandings, and con-

sequently, to wander in and after the imaginations of their

own minds, corrupting the word of God, and endeavouring

to pervert his right ways thereby. Others he leaves in the

shell of the text to exercise their skill about words, phrases,

and expressions, without leading of them into the spiritual

sense of the word, which is its life and power. In some he

blesseth them to the full and proper end, but not unless they

are in a compliance with the spiritual means and duties be-

fore insisted on.
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From what hath been discoursed concerning the work of

the Spirit of God in revealing unto believers the mind of God
in the Scriptures, or the sense of that revelation made of it

therein, two things will seem to follow. First, That those

who have not that assistance granted to them, or that work of

his wrought in them, cannot understand or apprehend the

truth or doctrine of faith and obedience therein revealed.

For, if that work of the Spirit be necessary thereunto, which

they are not made partakers of, how can they come to any

knowledge or understanding therein ? Secondly, That those

who are so influenced and guided, must understand the whole

Scripture aright, and be freed from all mistakes in their con-

ceptions about the mind of God ; both which are contrary to

the experience of all men in all ages ; seeing many persons

visibly destitute of any saving work of the Holy Ghost upon
their minds, as is evident in that no renovation of them, or

reformation of life, doth ensue thereon, have yet attained a

great acquaintance with the truth as it is revealed in the word
;

and many who are truly enlightened and sanctified by him, do
yet fall into sundry errors and mistakes, which the differences

and divisions among themselves do openly proclaim. And
the Scripture itself supposeth that there may be diversity of
judgments about spiritual things, among those who are really

sanctified and believers.

A brief answer unto both these exceptions will lead this

discourse unto its close. I say, therefore, to the first: (1.)

That there are in the declaration of the mind of God in the

Scriptures sundry things that ^cre common unto other icritings,

both as to the matter of them, and the manner of their de-

livery. Such are the stories of times past therein recorded,

the computation of times, the use of words, phrases of' speech,

fgurative a.nd proper, artifcial connexions of discourse, i;flr/o?/s

sorts of arguments, and the like, all which persons may come
to the understanding of, and be able to make a right judg-

ment concerning, without any especial assistance of the

Holy Spirit, the things about which they are conversant be-

ing the proper object of the reasonable faculties of the.raind,

provided there be a common blessing on their endeavours
and exercise. (2.) The 7nain doctrines of truth declared in

the Scripture are proposed in such distinct, plain enunciations;

in propositions accommodated unto the understandings of
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rational men, that persons who in the iise of disciplinary and

ecclesiastical helps, attend unto the study of them without

prejudices, or prepossession with false notions and opinions,

with freedom from the bias of carnal or secular interests and

advantages, and the leaven of tradition, may learn, know, and

understand the sense, meaning, and truth of the doctrines so

proposed and declared unto them, without any especial

work oi saving illumination on their minds. The propositions

of truth in the Scripture, I mean those which are necessary

unto the great ends of the Scripture, are so plain and evident

in themselves, that it is the fault and sin of all men endued

with rational abilities, if they perceive them not, and assent

not unto them upon the evidence of their truth, or of the

mind of God in those places of Scripture wherein they are

declared ; which is the substance of what we plead concern-f

ing the perspicuity of the Scripture against the Papists. (3.)

Considering the natural vanity of the mind of man, its prone-

ness to error and false imaginations, the weakness of judg-

ment wherewith it is in all things accompanied, whatever it

attains in the knowledge of truth is to be ascribed unto the

guidance of the Spirit of God, although not working in it or

upon it by a communication of saving light and grace. For,

(4.) the knowledge of truth thus to be attained is not that

illumination which we are inquiring after, nor doth it produce

those effects of renewing the mind, and transforming it into

the image of the things known, with the fruits of holy obe-

dience, which are inseparable from saving illumination.

In answer unto the second pretended consequence of

what we have discoursed,! say, (l.)That the promise of the

Spirit, and the communication of him accordingly, to teach,

instruct, guide, and lead us into truth, is suited unto that

great end for which God hath made the revelation of himself

in his word ; namely, that we might live unto him here ac-

cording to his will, and be brought into the enjoyment of

him hereafter unto his glory. (2.) That unto this end it is

not necessary that we should understand the direct sense and

meaning oj' any single text, place, or passage in the Scripture,

nor yet that we should obtain the knowledge of every thing

revealed therein. It sufficeth in answer to the promise and

design of the work of the Holy €rhost, that the knoivledge of

all truth necessary to be known unto that end, be communi-
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cated unto us ; and that we have so far a right understand-

ing of the sense of the Scripture, as to learn that truth by

the use of the means appointed unto that end. (3.) We are

not hereby absolutely secured from particular errors and mis-

takes, no more than we are from all actual sins, by the w'ork

of the Spirit on our wills ; that of both kinds, whilst we live

in this world, being only in a tendency towards perfection.

There is no faculty of our souls that is absolutely and per-

fectly renewed in this life. But as the ivilh of believers are

so far renewed and changed by grace as to preserve them
from such sins, as are inconsistent with a holy life according

to the tenor of the covenant, which yet leaves a possibility

of many infirmities and actual sins ; so their minds are so far

renewed as to know and assent to all truths necessary to our

life of obedience, and a right understanding of the Scripture

wherein they are revealed, which yet may be consistent with

many mistakes, errors, and false apprehensions unto our

great damage and disadvantage. But withal this must be

added, that such are the teachings of the Spirit of God,

as to all divine truths whatever, both in the objective revela-

tion of them in the word, and in the assistance he gives us by
his light and grace to perceive and understand the mind and

whole counsel of God in that revelation, that it is not with-

out our own guilt, as well as from our own weakness, that we
fall into errors and misapprehensions about any Scripture

proposals that concern our duty to God. And if all that be-

lieve, would freely forego all prejudices or preconceived opi-

nions, and cast off all impressions from worldly considera-

tions and secular advantages, giving themselves up humbly

and entirely to the teachings of God in the ways of his own
appointment, some whereof have been before insisted on,

we might all come ' in the unity of the faith, and of the

knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the

measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ;' Eph. iv. 13.

And these things may suffice to illustrate the work of the

Holy Ghost in our illumination, with respect unto the ex-

ternal objective causes thereof, or the holy Scripture itself.

There is yet another work of the Holy Ghost with respect

unto the Scripture, which although it fall not directly under

the present consideration vj»f the ways and means of saving

illumination, yet the whole of what we have discoursed is so
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resolved into it in the order of an external cause, as that it

may justly claim a remembrance in this place; and this is,

his watchful care over the written word, in preserving it from

destruction and corruption, from the first writing of it unto

this very day. That it hath been under the especial care of

God, not only the event of its entire preservation, consider-

ing the opposition it hath been exposed unto, but also the

testimony of our Saviour, as to the books of the Old Testament,

than which those of the New are certainly of no less esteem

or use, do sufficiently evince; Matt. v. 18. 'Till heaven and

earth pass, one jot or tittle shall in no wise pass from the

law.' That by the lata the whole writings of the Old Testa-

ment are intended, the context doth declare. And what he

affirms, that it shall not by any means pass away, that is, be

abolished or corrupted, that he taketh on himself to preserve

and secure. Two things the Scripture in itself is subject

unto : (1.) Destruction or abolition, as unto the whole or any

necessary part thereof. (2.) Corruption of the writing by
changes, alterations, and falsifications of the copies of it.

And by both of these it hath been attempted, and that both

before and since the time of the promulgation of the gospel

;

the stories whereof are known. And yet is it come safe off

from all, not only without ruin, but without wound or blemish.

For anyone to suppose that this hath been done by chance,

or by the care of men alone, without the especial watchful

providence and powerful actings of the Spirit of God, in

the pursuit of the promise of Christ that it should not fail,

which expressed a care that God had taken on himself to

make good from the beginning, is not only to neglect the

consideration of the nature of all human affairs, with the

revolutions that they are subject unto, and the deceit and
violence wherewith the Scriptures have been attacked, with

the insufficiency of the powers and diligence employed for

their preservation ; but also to countenance atheistical notions,

that God hath no especial regard to his word and worship

in the world. Indeed, for a man to think and profess that

the Scripture is the word of God, given unto men for the

ends which itself declares, and of that use which it must be
of in being so, and not believe that God hath always taken,

and doth take, especial care of its preservation, and that in

its purity and integrity, beyond the ordinary ways of his
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providence in the rule of all other things, is to be sottish

and foolish, and to entertain thoughts of God, his goodness,

wisdom, and power, infinitely unworthy of him and them.
There have of late been some opinions concerning the in-

tegrity andpurity of the Scriptures, invented and maintained,

that I conceive take off from the reverence of that relation

which the Scripture hath, in its integrity and purity, unto the

care and glory of God. Hence it is by some maintained

that some books written by divine inspiration, and given

out unto the church as part of its canon, or rule of faith and
obedience, are utterly lost and perished. That the laiu and

Scripture of the Old Testament before the captivity, were

written though in the Hebrew toiigue (which they say was
not originally the language of Abraham derived from Heber,

but of the posterity of Cham in Canaan), yet not in the let-

ters or characters which are now in use, but in those which

a few wicked idolaters, called Samaritans, did use and pos-

sess, being left unto them by Ezra, and new characters in-

vented by him, or borrowed from the Chaldeans for the use

of the church. That the vowels and accents, whereby alone

the true reading and sense of it is preserved, are a late in-

vention of some Masorethical Rabbins ; and that the original

text is in many places corrupted, so as that it may and ought

to be corrected by translations, especially that of the LXX,
with sundry other such imaginations, which they counte-

nance with uncertain conjectures, and fabulous stories. And
I cannot but wonder how some seem to take shelter unto their

opinions, especially that of preferring the translation of the

LXX\xx\io the original Hebrew text, or as they fondly speak,

the present copy of it, in the church of England, whose pub-

licly authorized and excellent translation, takes no more notice,

nor hath any more regard unto that translation, when it dif-

fers from the Hebrew, as it doth in a thousand places, than

if it had never been in the world. And as no translations

are in common use in the whole world, but what were imme-

diately traduced out of the Hebrew original, excepting only

s,ome part of the vulgar Latin; so I verily believe, that those

very Christians who contend for a preference to be given unto

that of the LXX, now they have got their ends, or at least

attempted them in procuring a reputation of learning, skill,

and cunning, by their writings about it, would not dare to



TJNDERSTANDING THE MIND OF GOD. 511

advise a translation out of that to be made and composed

for the use of that church which they adhere unto, be it what

it will ; to the rejection and exclusion of that taken out of

the original. And to have two recommended unto common
use, so discrepant as they would be found to be, would cer-

tainly be of more disadvantage to the church, than by all

their endeavours otherwise they can compensate. Yea, 1 am
apt to think, that they will not be very urgent for an altera-

tion to be made in the church's translation in those particular

instances wherein they hope they have won themselves much
reputation, in proving the mistakes of the Hebrew, and mani-

festing how it may be rectified by the translation of the LXX.
For whatever thoughts may be in their minds concerning

their learned disputes, I doubt not but they have more reve-

rence of God and his word, than to break in upon it with

such a kind of violence, on any pretence whatsoever. As
therefore, the integrity and purity of the Scripture in the

original languages may be proved and defended against all

opposition, with whatever belongs thereunto, so we must
ascribe their preservation to the watchful care, and powerful

operation of the Spirit of God absolutely securing them
throughout all venerations.

END OF VOL. III.
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